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One of the most common diseases of the musculoskeletal system is rheumatoid  

arthritis (RA). In chronic disease observed violations of various types of exchanges, and 

prolonged use of drugs can have a negative impact on the various organs and systems, 

including biliary system.  

The aim was to study the state of the biliary system in patients with RA.  

Materials and methods Under supervision there were 42 patients (25 women 

and 17 men) with disease duration of 5 years or more, aged 37-58 years. The control 

group - 20 healthy individuals.  

The diagnosis was verifikovanyy according to the criteria of the American 

Association of Rheumatologists (ASR). In addition, patients did- ultrasound of the 

digestive system, duodenal intubation with sowing bile sterility.  

The results showed that 18 patients (42.3%) were found various changes 

biliary system. Pain syndrome was diagnosed in 25.4% of cases. The severity and 

discomfort in the right upper quadrant noted in 17.7%. Positive symptoms mihurni 

determined in 18.5% of patients. According to the US seal was found (63%), 

hiperehohennisty (54.8%), gallbladder wall thickening (34.3%) and the heterogeneity of 

bile (25.7%). In 16 patients (38.1%) and hypotension was diagnosed in 9 patients 

(21.4%), hypertension gallbladder. In 15 patients (35.7%) manifested the growth of 

different strains of bacteria (5 varieties), but more often - Enterobacter (15,3%).  

Conclusion/ The data indicate that patients with RA often observed changes in 

the biliary system. which may be due, most likely metabolic disorders, and chronic 

administration of drugs. This necessitates the definition of the functional state of the 



biliary system with prolonged duration of RA and prescription of preventive therapy 

courses. 


