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Nadozirna Sofia, Tereshchenko Anatoly
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Kharkiv, Ukraine

THE LEGACY OF AN OUTSTANDING SCIENTIST.  
IVAN KARLOVYCH WAGNER

Relevance. A characteristic milestone of today is the relentless and rapid 
development of science, the use of the latest technologies, and artificial 

intelligence. Fundamental disciplines of medicine, in general, and anatomy, in 
particular, are no exception. There is no doubt that anatomy is the basis for the 
study of medicine. But we must remember the contributions made by the found-
ers of medicine in those days when the main tools were a scalpel, a microscope, 
eyes and hands. One of these scientists was Ivan Karlovych Wagner, whose works 
are still used by scientists in many countries around the world. The purpose of 
our work is to recall the contribution of Ivan Karlovych Wagner to the crea
tion and development of the Department of Anatomy of the Kharkiv National 
Medical University and the study of his personality as a world-class scientist, 
the founder of the department, scientific director, teacher and mentor of future  
doctors. 
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Materials and methods. Theoretical: review and analysis of scientific and 
methodical literature; practical: own research. 

Results and conclusions. For many years, the Department of Human Anatomy 
of the Kharkiv National Medical University has been known for the outstanding sci-
entists who headed it over different periods of time. In 2023, the 190th anniversary 
of the birth of Ivan Karlovych Wagner, who worked at the Department of Physi-
ological Anatomy of Kharkiv University, was celebrated. He was born on October 
26, 1833, in Riga. In 1851, he began studying medicine when he was admitted to 
the medical faculty of the University of Derpt. After graduating from the university 
in 1857, Ivan Karlovych Wagner entered graduate school. He began his work as a 
surveyor, then successfully defended his thesis and received the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine in 1858. He gave lectures on “Comparative Anatomy of the Brain of Ver-
tebrate Animals and Humans” at the University of Dept. In 1863, he was appointed 
to the position of associate professor of physiological anatomy at Kharkiv University 
through a competitive selection process. In 1864, he was approved as a collegiate 
assessor. In 1867, the department of physiological anatomy was divided into two: 
physiological and pathological anatomy. Professor D. F. Liamble was appointed 
to the department of pathological anatomy, and associate professor I. K. Wagner 
was appointed to the department of physiological anatomy and curator of the edu-
cational district. After less than five years of work, at the suggestion of Professor  
D. F. Liambl, I. K. Wagner was elected to the post of extraordinary professor of 
the department of normal anatomy. In 1871, he was approved with the title of full 
professor at the department of anatomy of a healthy person and was promoted to 
the status of state adviser. He often defended the dissertations of his colleagues and 
students. Ivan Karlovych was an excellent druggist and created a significant num-
ber of drugs for the museum of the department. He always began his first lectures 
with a question about the importance of anatomy in practical medicine. It was 
under his leadership in 1887 that the building of the modern anatomy department 
was built, which housed classrooms, scientific laboratories, premises for teachers, 
laboratory assistants and technical staff of the department, an anatomical museum 
and a unique lecture hall-amphitheater for 250 seats. As a scientist, he conducted 
a new, for that time, study on the presence of nerve cells in the visual hump of 
the brain and described the lateral geniculate body as a part of it. From 1865 to 
1888, Ivan Karlovych was the head of the Department of Normal Anatomy. In the 
period from 1870 to 1871, he simultaneously headed the departments of histology, 
embryology and comparative anatomy. In 1888, he became an honored professor 
at Kharkiv University. During his scientific and pedagogical career, he received 
various awards and orders, educated many outstanding graduates who did a sig-
nificant amount of research in anatomy, and headed many departments of the 
university. The scientist died on January 6, 1892, leaving behind a great scientific 
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and cultural legacy. Studying the personality of Ivan Karlovych Wagner, one can 
conclude that he recognized the recognition of his scientific works and research in 
the development of anatomy as a science, was a talented leader (he improved the 
material condition of the department; the modern building of the department of 
anatomy, which exists now, was created under him), and was a good mentor who 
contributed to the future generation of doctors and researchers who continue his 
work in the modern world of medicine and science.

Раскалєй Тетяна, Раскалєй Володимир

Національний медичний університет імені О. О. Богомольця 
Київ, Україна

ОСОБИСТОСТІ В ІСТОРІЇ  
НЕЙРОМОРФОЛОГІЧНОЇ ШКОЛИ УКРАЇНИ

Говорячи про роль особистості в історії морфологічних шкіл України, 
хочеться зробити акцент на українській школі нейроморфологів, ство-

реної професором Зазибіним Миколою Івановичем, розвиток якої з успіхом 
продовжили професор Кабак К. С. і професор Чайковський Ю. Б. 

Отже, засновником нового наукового напрямку кафедри гістології та 
ембріології Київського медичного інституту (таку назву мав Національний 
медичний університет імені О. О. Богомольця у 1954 році) став Микола Іва-
нович Зазибін, професор, член-кореспондент Академії медичних наук СРСР. 
Він спрямував дослідницький інтерес кафедральних морфологів на вивчен- 
ня закономірностей вікових і реактивних змін периферичної нервової сис-
теми. Гідними послідовниками Миколи Івановича в його наукових досягнен-
нях стали професор Кабак Костянтин Степанович і професор Чайковський 
Юрій Богданович. Для Юрія Богдановича тема регенерації периферичної 
нервової системи була особливо цікавою і важливою. Він присвятив цьому 
напрямку багато часу, зусиль і створив унікальний колектив дослідників-
морфологів-педагогів, який спеціалізується на вивченні морфологічних змін  
у периферичній нервовій системі за умов дії зовнішніх і внутрішніх чинни-
ків і впровадженні отриманих результатів досліджень в практику і навчаль-
ний процес. Дисертаційні дослідження професора Чайковського Ю. Б. 
на здобуття звання кандидата і доктора медичних наук присвячені проб- 
лемі регенерації сідничого нерва. Досі за час існування кафедри гістології в 
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