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ESCMID Global 2026 Abstract Programme -
Note from the Directors

This collection of abstracts from ESCMID Global 2026, held in Munich, Germany, from 17-21 April
2026, reflects the remarkable scientific contributions of the ESCMID community. The continued
and growing engagement of researchers and clinicians from around the world further reinforces
the role of ESCMID Global as a leading platform for the exchange of innovative research in clinical
microbiology and infectious diseases.

This year's congress received a record number of 8,561 abstracts during the regular submission
period and an additional 476 late-breaker submissions, reflecting the steady growth in scientific
participation observed in recent years. The distribution of submissions across scientific categories
remained consistent, with particularly strong representation in bacterial susceptibility and resis-
tance, bacterial infections, and viral infections, accounting for 15%, 14%, and 11% of all submis-
sions, respectively. Case reports and case series also represented a significant portion of contribu-
tions, comprising 14% of total submissions.

In total, 134 countries were represented among submitting authors, highlighting the truly interna-
tional scope of the congress. Notably, 51% of submissions originated from outside Europe, includ-
ing 17 % from low- and middle-income countries, underscoring the expanding global engagement
within the ESCMID community.

From the 9,037 abstracts submitted, 1,117 were accepted and selected for oral presentation in ses-
sions held in halls and arenas, while 5,265 were accepted as poster presentations, resulting in an
overall acceptance rate of 72%. The breadth, diversity, and quality of the research presented pro-
vide a strong foundation for scientific exchange and learning throughout the congress. The knowl-
edge and discoveries shared at ESCMID Global 2026 will undoubtedly contribute to future advanc-
es in the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of infectious diseases, ultimately benefiting patients
and public health worldwide.

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to all authors who submitted abstracts and whose work
forms the scientific backbone of the congress. We are equally grateful to the 1,141 dedicated re-
viewers, who contributed 42,602 individual reviews, ensuring a thorough and high-quality evalua-
tion process. Finally, we acknowledge the invaluable commitment of the ESCMID Global 2026 Pro-
gramme Committee, whose expertise and guidance helped shape a dynamic, diverse, and
forward-looking scientific programme.

Jacob Moran-Gilad
ESCMID Global
Programme Director

Giulia De Angelis
ESCMID Global
Associate Director
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About ESCMID Global Abstract Book

We are delighted to present the abstract book for ESCMID Global 2026, held in Munich, Germa-
ny, from 17 to 21 April 2026. This volume brings together more than 6,000 abstracts presented at
the congress, either as oral presentations or as posters, also made available through the ESC-
MID ePoster repository in accordance with the congress guidelines.

The abstracts are organised into 13 thematic categories reflecting the principal scientific areas
addressed at the congress, alongside a dedicated section for late-breaking submissions. Poster
abstracts are additionally grouped into subcategories to provide a more detailed clustering
across the different research topics. Each abstract included in this book was subject to a peer-re-
view process and assessed by at least three independent reviewers. On average, each abstract
received five reviews.

The review process was supported by a distinguished panel of more than 1,000 experts drawn
from the ESCMID Global expert members and faculty. Through their expertise and commitment,
they played a key role in maintaining the high scientific standards of the selected abstracts.

To preserve the integrity of the authors’ work, the abstracts presented in this book are published
as submitted, without editorial modification to the text or figures. Authors granted permission
for publication during the submission process. Responsibility for the accuracy, originality, au-
thorship, and overall content of each abstract lies solely with the submitting authors. ESCMID
does not assume responsibility for the content of the abstracts.

We warmly thank all authors and reviewers for their dedication and valuable contributions. Their
efforts not only enrich this abstract collection but also form the scientific foundation of ESCMID
Global. We hope this abstract book will serve as a useful reference and as a reflection of the out-
standing research shared within the ESCMID community.

Sincerely,
ESCMID Office
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Neutrophil apoptosis markers in children with pyelonephritis caused by Klebsiella pneumoniae on background of
congenital hydronephrosis
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Background
The disruption of apoptosis mechanisms plays a significant role in development of bacterial kidney disease in children. Thus, pathophysiological
role of apoptosis mechanisms in kidney pathology development and progression requires detailed study.

The aim was to establish pathogenetic significance of apoptosis markers in primary and secondary pyelonephritis progression in children.

Methods
Microbiological (MICRO-LA-TEST kits), microscopic (detection of morphological features of apoptosis), immunocytochemical (FACS Calibur
flow cytometer, CELLQuestPro program), statistical methods were used.

Results

The number of neutrophils at early stage of apoptosis in young children with primary K.pneumoniae pyelonephritis averaged 4.2+0.02 %; in 4-8
years — 31+0.04 %, in 9-18 years — 3.8+0.09 %. In children with secondary K.pneumoniae pyelonephritis on background of hydronephrosis, the
number of neutrophils in early stage of apoptosis was significantly increased: in 0-3 years - 281+ 0.2 %, in 4-8 years - 22.7 + 0.8%, in 9-18 years
-18.2 + 0.6 %, which can be explained by bacterial pathogenicity factors action, especially dense daily biofilms formation.

The number of lymphocytes with fragmented nuclei in blood smears of children with secondary pyelonephritis on background of hydronephro-
sis was found to be in six times higher than corresponding indicator in children with primary pyelonephritis (p<0.001). Metabolic products and
K.pneumoniae biofilms are inducers of early stages of apoptosis and lead to expression of CD95 apoptosis receptors: level of CD95+ lympho-
cytes wasin 1.8 (0-3 years), 2.3 (4-8 years) and 3.8 (9-18 years), and in children with secondary pyelonephritis on background of hydronephrosis
in 4.2, 5.1and 6.3 (respectively) times higher than the control values.

Conclusions

The study showed that children, especially young, with primary K.pneumoniae pyelonephritis have increased lymphocytes apoptotic activity,
manifested by increased expression of CD95 and Annexin V+ cells together with increased content of lymphocytes with nuclei fragmentation. In
children with secondary K.pneumoniae pyelonephritis on background of hydronephrosis, a direct high correlation (r=0.89) was found between
expression of apoptosis marker CD95 and density of daily K.pneumoniae biofilms.
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