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Pay attention that the first sentence is a definition while the rest is additional information. Words which are highlighted in italics have definitions in the dictionary.
A

Animalistic style – name of the widespread approach in decoration and ancient art distinctive feature of which was depiction of animals. The animalistic style was typical for Nomadic tribes of Ukrainian steppes during the Iron Age – mainly for Scythians.
Animism (from Latin “anima” – spirit, soul) – a primitive form of religion, the attribution of a living soul to plants, inanimate objects, and natural phenomena.

Antes (from Greek “antae” – borderline inhabitants) – tribal alliance of the 4–7 centuries AD that inhabited the territory between Dnieper and Dniester rivers. Antes were mentioned by Byzantine historians as tribes which attacked Byzantine Empire and settled the Balkan Peninsula. Antes are considered by modern historians as ancestors of East Slavic people.

Anti-Normanist conception – a historical theory about the origin of the first East Slavic state – Kyivan Rus. Advocates of that theory deny the major role of Scandinavians (Normans, Vikings, Varangians) in a foundation of the state of East Slavic people. Theory was proposed by the Russian scholar of the 18th century Mikhail Lomonosov as a criticism of the Normanist conception about Scandinavians as founders of East Slavic statehood. M. Lomonosov drew attention to the fact that Scandinavians didn’t leave a significant cultural trace in Rus. Ukrainian followers of M. Lomonosov including the historian Mykhailo Hrushevsky acknowledged only the limited influence of the Viking’s military organization on the unification of East Slavic lands under Kyiv rule, advocated the local origin of the name “Rus” and insisted on internal reasons for the state formation among Slavs such as a development of economy and a class division of the East Slavic society.

Archeological culture – complex of findings that were discovered in a certain territory and linked by the common features (way of burial, specificity of ceramics etc). Example: the Cucuteni-Trypillian culture.
Archeology (from Greek “archaios” – ancient, “logos” – knowledge) – the study of human history, especially the prehistory, through the excavation and analysis of material culture.

Art Nouveau (Modern) (from French – “modern, young, new art”) – the artistic style that flourished from 1890 until World War I and that was inspired by natural forms, curved lines of plants and was mostly applied in architecture, design and illustration. For young artists who defended “pure art” and personal vision the Art Nouveau became a critical response to the imitative academic art based on classic examples and to the realistic art that narrowed artistic searches to consideration of social problems. The significance of the Art Nouveau for Ukraine is that it helped to expand the creative application of the folk art, helped artists find new forms and themes, thereby making the Ukrainian culture deeper and more mature, contributing to its intellectualization and modernization.

Artifact (from Latin “arte factus” – artificially created) – an object of a material culture (made by a human being) that contains valuable information about the past. Physical remains of the human activity.

Assimilation (from Latin “assimilatio” – imitation, similiarity) – the partial or total loss of culture by individuals or groups in favor of another, dominant culture including the change of the national identity. 

ATO – see Joint Forces Operation.

Autochthonous population – population that historically originated in a particular territory, an indigenous people rather than descended from migrants or colonists. 
Autonomy – self-governed region of the state. Examples: 1) The Hetmanate (Cossack state) was the autonomy in frames of the Russian Empire; 2) Crimea is the autonomy in frames of Ukraine; 3) Scotland is the autonomy as a part of the United Kingdom.
Avant-garde (Vanguard) (from French “avant-garde” – advance guard) – general name for the directions in the world, primarily in European art, that emerged in the beginning of the 20th century and had a radical experimental character. Examples: abstractionism, cubism, Dadaism, expressionism, futurism etc. 
B
“Barbarossa” – code name of the Nazi Germany plan on invasion of the USSR. The operation “Barbarossa” assumed the rapid destruction of main Soviet military forces in two-three months and conquest of the European part of Russia and Ukraine till the winter of 1941. That plan was a part of the German concept of blitzkrieg (“swift, rapid war”). The failure of German troops to completely defeat the Red Army during the campaign of June–December 1941 was a turning point in the history of Nazi Germany that led to its collapse four years later.
Baroque (from Italian “barocco” – bizarre) – style and period in the history of European art of 17th–18th centuries that was characterized by ornate and splendid decoration, exaggerated motion, tension, nervousness, appeal to feelings of viewer in a dramatic way, combination of low and high genres, contrasts of scales and rhythms, light and shadow. Initially used by aristocracy and the Catholic Church to impress masses and thus strengthen control over them, in Ukraine Baroque acquired features of the traditional culture and became more democratic, simple and warm due to the revolutionary influence of the National Liberation War under the lead of Bohdan Khmelnytskyi. 
Bolsheviks (from Russian “bolshinstvo” – majority) – majority revolutionary faction of the Russian Social Democratic Workers’ Party, which was renamed the Communist Party after seizing power in Russia in November 1917. The leader of Bolsheviks was Vladimir Lenin. Bolsheviks won in the Civil War in Russia defeating internal counterrevolution, national movements (including the Ukrainian People’s Republic) and external intervention by the Entente forces, and founded the USSR. 
Bourgeoisie (from French “bourgeois” – “townsman”) – middle class of craftsmen and merchants in medieval and modern Europe, in other words – “capitalists, businessmen”. The bourgeoisie or “the Third Estate” in Medieval societies was deprived political rights and in contrast to nobility and clergy had to pay taxes. That was the reason for the revolutions in Great Britain in 17th century, in North America (War for Independence) and in France in 1789–1799 (Great French Revolution). As a result of those and other revolutions bourgeoisie replaced the landlords as a ruling elite in most of Western countries and that possibilities for free development of the capitalism. Ukraine in the Modern time almost didn’t have own national bourgeoisie which represented mostly other nationalities (Russians, Germans, Jews) what was one of the reasons for the defeat of the Ukrainian revolution of 1917–1921.
Brest-Litovsk Treaty – peace treaty between the Ukrainian People’s Republic and the Central Powers signed in February 1918 to stop the World War I on the Eastern front. According to the treaty the Central Powers officially recognized the Ukrainian People’s Republic and promised to provide a military assistance to Ukraine against Bolsheviks who also signed the peace treaty with the Central Powers in Brest.

Bronze Age – prehistoric period that followed the last period of the Stone Age – the Copper-Stone Age (Eneolithic) and preceded the Iron Age, when weapons and tools were made of bronze rather than stone. In Ukraine the Bronze Age lasted from 3 to 2 thousands years BC and was characterized by emergence of nomadic cattle breeding, private property, income inequality and slavery. 
Brotherhoods – civil organizations of Orthodox townspeople that appeared in 15th–16th centuries due to increased oppression of the Orthodoxy in Poland and Lithuania. The brotherhoods’ task was a protection of the Orthodoxy through custody of temples, opening of schools, charity, book printing. The brotherhoods can be considered as a self-organization of townspeople (burgher class, bourgeoisie) in sphere of religion compared to Protestant communities (see the Reformation).
Budapest Memorandum on Security Assurances – international agreement signed in 1994 by the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States of America which provided security assurances (including the guarantee of territorial integrity) to Ukraine in exchange of its full nuclear disarmament. The Russian Federation violated its obligations according to Budapest Memorandum by annexing Crimea in 2014.

Byliny (from Russian “byl’” – something that happened) – the Old Russian folk epic songs that tell about deeds of heroes and depicts life in time of Kyivan Rus. 
C
Capitalism – socioeconomic system in which most of means of production are privately owned, while production is guided, income and goods are distributed through the operation of markets. In a capitalist economy owners of means of production (factories, land etc) produce goods for obtaining a profit through an exploitation of hired labor force which also is a commodity.

Carpatho-Ukrainian Republic (Carpatho-Ukraine) – short lived Ukrainian state that emerged as a result of the Nazi Germany’s division of Czechoslovakia (Munich Agreement). Carpatho-Ukraine existed from March to May 1939 with own President Augustine Voloshin, Constitution, symbols, official language and army (Carpathian Sich) but was occupied by Hungary – the ally of Nazi Germany. 
Central Council (Rada) – governmental body in Ukraine during the Revolution of 1917–1921, the first Ukrainian parliament headed by the historian Mykhailo Hrushevskyi. The Central Rada formed the first Ukrainian government – The General Secretariat. The Central Rada proclaimed the Ukrainian People’s Republic in November 1917 and in January 1918 – the independence of Ukraine. To withdraw Bolsheviks from Ukraine who started the war against UPR, the Central Rada invited German and Austro-Hungarian occupational troops (Brest-Litovsk Peace Treaty) which in turn disbanded the Central Rada as incapable to fulfill the conditions of Peace.
Central Powers – see the Quarter Union.
Chronicle – historical writings in medieval Europe in which the narrative was conducted by years; annual records; accounts of events by years in which order of a narration was determined by the Christian logic. Chronicles are the most remarkable monuments of historical literature produced in Kyivan Rus. The most famous and the oldest chronicle is “The Tale of Bygone Years” or “Primary Chronicle” that contains valuable information about the establishment and development of Kyivan Rus till the 12th century.
Chronology – sequence of historical events in time, in the order of their occurrence.
Cimmerians – Nomadic Indo-Iranian tribes, first inhabitants of Ukraine who were mentioned in written sources (by Greek and Assyrian authors) and who produced iron tools. Cimmerians inhabited Black sea coast in 10th–7th centuries BC and were superseded by Scythians.
Civilization (from Latin “civilis” – civil, public) – culture that reached the certain level of development. According to the German philosopher Oswald Spengler, civilization is the end of culture as embodiment of its spiritual degeneration in favor of technological progress and material values. Criteria for Ancient civilizations are: social inequality and emergence of state; presence of cities as centers of craft and trade; presence of writing system; developed philosophical systems; monumental architecture.

Classicism – art style that followed classic (ancient Greek or Roman) principles, characterized by rationality, idealization, harmony, restraint. The Classicism was widespread in the European art from the Renaissance to the 19th century. Because the Classicism didn’t have national features and Classicist pictorial art and literature proposed strict behavior patterns, the Classicism was used by the European monarchs to build and strengthen empires (for example, the Classicist architecture made the landscape uniform thus erasing differences between conquered national regions). The Classicism was an official architectural style in the Russian Empire and instrument of the Russian colonial policy toward Ukraine.
“Cold War” – military and ideological confrontation of two systems – Soviet and Western – after the World War II and till the beginning of “perestroika” in the USSR in 1985. “The Cold War” was indirect confrontation between the USA and USSR that was restrained by the presence of nuclear weapons and was conducted in forms of arm race, economic pressure (blockade, sanctions), local conflicts (Korean, Vietnam, Afghanistan wars), creation of satellite regimes. Nevertheless several times “The Cold War” nearly caused the nuclear war (Berlin and Caribbean crises etc.)
Collaborationism (from French “collaboration” – cooperation) – traitorous cooperation with an enemy against own country. In a narrow meaning the collaborationism is a cooperation with invaders. During the World War II many Soviet citizens voluntarily or forcibly collaborated with Nazi Germany that occupied large territory of the USSR and established there the cruel occupation regime. 

Collectivization – mass creation of the collective farms that was carried out in the USSR in late 1920 and early 1930s. The collectivization included the liquidation of individual farms, numerous arrests and exiles of peasants, the organization of the artificial famine (Holodomor) by the Stalinist leadership to force peasants work in collective farms in favor of the state. The collectivization was the main mechanism to ensure and finance the rapid industrialization that was carried out by the Soviet government at the same time (food supply of industrial workers and army, increase of the grain export to obtain money for the industrialization).
Communism (from Latin “communis” – common) – socioeconomic system that replaces the capitalism with public ownership and communal control of the means of production and the natural resources. The communism is based on the large scientifically-organized social production and distribution and consists of two phases: 1) lower (Socialism) in which means of production already are publicly owned but the state, class division and money still exist and each person works and is paid according to the quantity and quality of its work; 2) higher (Communism itself) in which state, class division, the opposition between town and country, between intellectual and physical labor are liquidated and each person works according to abilities and is paid according to needs. The Communism as a political theory was proposed by the German thinker Karl Marx in 19th century.
Constructivism – artistic and architectural movement based on the principle of functionalism (maximal convenience of life) and favoring mostly simple geometric forms. In architecture constructivism emphasizes the structure itself and the building materials (reinforced concrete, metals, glass) and avoids decoration. The constructivism was influenced by cubism and futurism and artistically implemented ideas connected with the Revolution of 1917–1921 – architects sought to make the life of workers comfortable, use technical novelties and constructional decisions in building of housing, change the lifestyle of worker’s families, and rationalize the urban planning and development. In Ukraine constructivism was popular in 1920s and manifested itself in a series of factorylike buildings such as the Derzhprom (Building of State Industry) complex of high-rise office buildings in Kharkiv (1925–1929).
Cossacks (from Cuman “cosac” – free man) – members of free self-governing military communities which existed beyond the rapids (“za porohamy”) of the Dnieper River on the border between the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, Russia and the Ottoman Empire in 16th – 18th centuries. Zaporozhian Cossacks protected Ukrainians from Turkish-Tatar raids and Polish oppressions.

Culture (from Latin “cultura” – cultivation of land; upbringing, education) – 1) historically determined level of human development expressed in the organization of life and in material and spiritual values. In a broad sense the culture is everything created by human society. In the narrow sense – it’s every artifact that has aesthetic or semantic value; 2) mode of behavior, customs of a particular social group; 3) complex that includes knowledge, belief, art, morals, law, customs, and any other capabilities and habits acquired by man as a member of society.
Cyril and Methodius Brotherhood – secret political society existed in 1845–1846 in Kyiv. The aim of the society was to transform the social order in the Russian Empire according to the Christian principles of justice, freedom, equality, and brotherhood. Intellectuals who established the Brotherhood proposed abolition of serfdom and equality of rights for all estates, free opportunity for all Slavic nations to develop their language and culture, unification of all Slavs in a democratic federation. The Brotherhood was symbolically named after prominent educators, brothers Cyril and Methodius who invented Slavic script in 9th century AD. The society was disclosed by the Russian police and its leaders – Mykola Kostomarov, Panteleimon Kulish and Taras Shevchenko were arrested and exiled. The Cyril and Methodius Brotherhood was the first modern Ukrainian political organization.
Cyrillic script – one of two (together with Glagolitic) Slavic alphabets that was created by Greek monks-educators brothers Cyrill and Methodius on the basis of the Greek script in the end of the 9th century with addition of several Slavic letters. The Cyrillic script was created for the translation of Bible and conversion of Slavic tribes to Christianity. In Kyivan Rus the Cyrillic script was introduced in the 10th–11th centuries after the Christianization.
D

Decembrists – participants of secret democratic organizations that aimed to liquidate the absolute monarchy and serfdom in Russia. Decembrists were Russian nobles, mostly officers and veterans of the Napoleonic Wars, who were inspired by ideas of the Great French Revolution and felt ashamed of the fact that the Russian Empire which defeated Napoleon was a backward country. Decembrists made the unsuccessful attempt of coup against the new tsar in the December 1825 after which they were named so. Decembrists are known as the first generation of revolutionaries in the Russian Empire.

Democracy (from Greek “demokratia” – “power of the people”) – the political regime in which citizens personally or through elected deputies execute the right to made political decisions. Main principles of the democracy are recognition of people as the source of power, the power of majority with recognition of minority’s rights, supremacy of law, separation of powers to legislative, judicial and executive.

Destalinization – a disclosure of crimes and cult of personality of the Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin in frames of a general liberalization in the USSR that was started after Stalin’s death by the new Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev in 1956–1964.
Diaspora (from Greek “diaspora” – scattering) – the permanent residence of a part of the people in the territory of another state. People who have been dispersed from their original homeland.
Directory of the Ukrainian People’s Republic – the revolutionary body created in November 1918 by Ukrainian political parties and civil organizations to overthrow the hetman Pavlo Skoropadsky (see The Ukrainian State). The Directory became a provisional government of the re-created Ukrainian People’s Republic in 1918–1920 chaired by Volodymyr Vynnychenko and Symon Petliura.

Dissidents (from Latin “dissidens” – one who’s disagree) – participants of anti-totalitarian movements in countries of the Soviet (Eastern) bloc in the end 1950s–1980s. Dissidents advocated respect for human rights in the USSR and were against a persecution of people who were opposite to the Soviet regime. The main feature of the dissident movement was its peaceful and legal character.

Dual Power – the political situation that existed in Russia in 1917 since the fall of monarchy till the Bolshevik coup and which was a coexistence of two parallel centers of power – the Provisional Government on the on hand and Soviets (Councils) of Workers’, Soldiers’ and Peasants deputies – from the other.
Duma (from Russian/Ukrainian – thought) – 1) lyrico-epic folk song about heroic struggle of Cossacks against external enemies of Ukraine in the 16th–17th centuries. Usually Dumas were performed to the accompaniment of kobza or bandura; 2) name of parliament in the Russian Empire and in the modern Russian Federation.

E

Emancipation Manifesto (Peasant Reform) – most important among Great reforms of the Russian emperor Alexander II that was started in 1861 and meant the abolition of serfdom. In accordance with the reform peasants got personal freedom and limited civil rights but had to repurchase their land from their former masters – landlords. Unfinished and unfair nature of the reform was one of the major reasons for the Revolutions of 1905 and 1917 in the Russian Empire.
Eneolithic Age (from Latin “aeneus” – Copper, from Greek “lithos” – Stone) – transitional period between Stone and Bronze Ages (4 – 3 thousand years B.C.) during which humans started to produce first metal tools (from copper).

Enlightenment – intellectual movement that emerged in Britain and France during the time of transition from the feudalism to the capitalism (17th–18th centuries) that proposed new worldview based on rationalism and free-thinking. The philosophers who got nickname “Enlighteners” (John Locke, Voltaire, Denis Diderot, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Montesquieu) promoted ideas of natural rights of individual, limitation of power, idea of social progress, criticized the corruption of Church, ridiculed ignorance and prejudices. The most comprehensive set of Enlightenment ideas is contained in “Encyclopedie” authors of which aimed to explain most of the facts from the rational point of view. The Enlightenment ideas were intellectual basis for the Great French Revolution and prepared the birth of liberal age. The representative of Enlightenment in Ukraine was the philosopher Hryhorii Skovoroda.
Entente (Triple Entente) (from French “entente” – agreement) – the military bloc of the Great Britain, France and the Russian Empire that was formed in 1904–1907 as a counterweight to the Triple Alliance of Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy. During the World War I Italy left the Triple Alliance and joined the Entente. Russia left the Entente and withdrew from the war during the Revolution of 1917 (see Ukrainian Revolution of 1917–1921). The same year the USA joined the Entente helping to defeat the Central Powers.
Era of Stagnation – see Stagnation.
Ethnography (from Greek “ethnos” – people, “grapho” – to write) – scientific discipline that describes cultures and customs of traditional societies. 
Eurointegration – 1) process of economical and political interaction between European states that stimulates the formation of the new political structure – the European Union. That process was initiated after the World War II as an effective way to avoid the new wars in Europe; 2) main component and goal of the contemporary Ukrainian foreign policy.
Euromaidan (“Revolution of Dignity”) – mass protests in Ukraine in November 2013–February 2014 against the decision of the President Viktor Yanukovich to refuse signing the trade agreement with the European Union. The attempt to stop the protest by force subsequently led to the violent confrontation in the center of Kyiv between protesters and special forces, to dozens killed citizens and finally to the political, economical and cultural transformation of the post-Soviet Ukraine.

European Union – union of European countries that was founded in 1992 with the aim to ensure the free movement of goods, services, capital and labor within the single internal market.
F
Fascism (from Italian “fascio” – bunch, bundle, union) – right-wing ideology and political system that advocates a social unity based on the idea of national or state supremacy, autocracy and aggressive militarist foreign policy. The fascism aims to smooth contradictions among social groups by establishing the interclass solidarity and by the discrimination of other nationalities. The fascism as a political movement originated after the World War I in Italy where in 1922 was established the first fascist regime headed by Benito Mussolini.
February Revolution – first, democratic stage of the Russian Revolution of 1917 during which the monarchy was overthrown and replaced by the Provisional Government. That government was intended to act till national elections and creation of a permanent democratic regime in Russia. During the February Revolution that lasted from March (February in old style) to November of 1917 the Provisional Government tried to conduct moderate liberal internal policy (proclaimed political freedoms, disbanded the old police and state institutions, started democratization of army, proclaimed the republic) and continued the unpopular World War I. The inaction of the Provisional Government in resolving social issues (mostly land problem) and the continuation of war reduced its popularity among the masses and caused the seizure of power in Russia by the Bolsheviks in November 1917. The Provisional Government tried to prevent Ukraine of getting the autonomy, resisted the Central Rada’s requirements about recognition of Ukraine’s political rights.
Federation (from Latin “foederatio” – union) – union of states, form of state structure in which regions of state are political entities that have legally defined political autonomy, are independent in internal affairs while the central government deals with defense, security, financial, transport issues and foreign affairs. Examples of federations: the Federal Republic of Germany, the Republic of India, the Russian Federation, the USA). The form of state structure that is opposite to federation is the unitary state.
Fetishism (from French “fetiche” – mascot, amulet) – form of primitive religion, worship of material objects (fetishes), for its supernatural properties.
Feudal disintegration (feudal fragmentation) – stage in development of medieval states weakening of the central power is caused by an economical strengthening of large feudal landlords whose property became hereditary. The low level of technologies when every household could produce everything (natural economy) made local landlords independent from the center, their economical strengthening finally led to a political separation of regions from empires. Almost all European empires experienced the feudal fragmentation to revive as centralized states in early modern times on the basis of nationality and market relations. Feudal fragmentation was a controversial process that on the one hand reflected the rapid regional development but on the other hand caused military weakness in the face of an external threat (e.g., weakening of Kyivan Rus before the Mongol invasion).
Feudalism (from Latin “feudum” – land tenure) – dominant legal and social system in medieval Europe in which the nobility held lands from the monarch in exchange for military service while peasants were bound to their land and had to work in favor of nobility. Characteristics of the feudalism were: conditional (not hereditary) land ownership, peasants weren’t a full property of landlords, “feudal ladder” (subordination and mutual obligations feudal lords to each other).
Folk culture (folklore) (from English “folk-lore” – people’s knowledge, wisdom) – traditional anonymous culture that passed through the generations orally or imitatively.
Fresco (from Italian “fresco” – fresh) – painting on wet plastered walls, type of monumental art.
Futurism (from Latin – “futurum” – future) – avant-garde movement that originated in the beginning of the 20th century in Italy, denied traditional art standards and proclaimed the creation of the new art. The futurism that emphasized speed, technology, youth, experiments was popular among young Russian and Ukrainian artists before and after the Revolution of 1917–1921. The futurism was one of the idealistic attempts to create the contemporary art.
G
Galicia-Volhynia Principality – the leading principality in Ukrainian territories and the local successor of Kyivan Rus during the feudal disintegration in 12th–14th centuries. The principality reached its heyday during the reign of the Prince Danylo (1238–1264) who tried to confront Mongols and was crowned as a King of Rus by the Pope of Rome. 

Genocide (from Greek “genos” – genus, from Latin “caedo” – kill) – deliberate and systematic killing a group of people because of their ethnicity, nationality, religion, or race. 

Golden Horde – westernmost Mongol-Tatar state that existed in 13th–16th centuries and included most of Eastern Europe, Volga region, Siberia, North Caucasus and a part of Central Asia. Principalities of the former Kyivan Rus were in vassal dependence from the Golden Horde (Mongol-Tatar yoke). In Ukraine the rule of Mongols ended with the expansion of Lithuanians in the 14th century.
Goths – ancient German tribes which inhabited the Northern Black Sea Coast in 2–4th centuries AD and were defeated by Huns.
Grand Duchy of Lithuania – medieval state that existed in 13th–16th centuries in the territories of modern Lithuania, Belorussia, Ukraine and Russia. Some historians consider the Grand Duchy of Lithuania as a continuation of the Eastern Slavic statehood after the fall of Kyivan Rus. Reason for such statement is a preservation of official status for the Old Russian language, law, administrative system and Orthodox Christianity in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. In 1569 the Grand Duchy of Lithuania had to unite with the Polish Kingdom into the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth owing to the military pressure from the Tsardom of Russia.

Great Northern War (1700–1721) – conflict in which a coalition led by Russia fought against Sweden for the control over the Baltic Sea. During the war the Russian tsar Peter I radically reformed the army and administration, initiated creation of navy and national industry, founded the new capital of country – Saint-Petersburg. After the defeat of the main Swedish army in the decisive Battle of Poltava 1709 in Ukraine the Great Northern War ended with the ultimate victory of Russia which since that time was proclaimed the Empire and became one of the world powers. The war launched the limitation of Ukrainian autonomy and destruction of the Ukrainian Cossack state (Hetmanate) by Russians after the desertion of the hetman Ivan Mazepa to the side of the Swedish king Charles XII.
Greek colonization – organized colonial expansion of Mediterranean and Black sea coasts by Ancient Greeks during 8th–6th centuries BC. The reasons for the colonization were overpopulation in Greece, social tensions and political struggle in Greek city-states (polises), search for new resources and trade partners. The most important Greek colonies in the Ukrainian territory were cities Olbia, Chersonesos, Tiras, Theodosia, Panticapaeum. The last one became the capital of the Bosporan Kingdom – single Ancient Greek monarchy existed in the territory of Ukraine. Greek city-states had a strong impact on the culture of Nomadic tribes of Ukrainian steppes (Scythians, Sarmatians), later became dependent on the Roman Empire and were destroyed during the barbarian invasions in the 4 century AD.
H

Haidamaks (from Turkish “haydamak” – to pursue) – paramilitary bands of Orthodox Ukrainians, participants of uprisings against the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth in Right-bank Ukraine in the 18th century.

Hetman (from German “hauptmann” – captain) – military title that was used by Zaporozhian Cossacks in 16th – 18th centuries to indicate commander in chief and ruler of the Cossack state (Hetmanate).

Hetmanate – name of the Cossack state that existed in Ukraine in 1649–1783. The Hetmanate was created as a result of the Cossack-Polish War (National Liberation War). Since 1654 the Hetmanate became an autonomous (self-governing) part of the Tsardom of Russia.

Historical sources – everything that was previously created by mankind and has reached our days as objects of material or spiritual culture, directly reflects the historical process and allows to study the past. There are several types of historical sources: written sources (for example, chronicles, juridical documents, newspapers, letters etc); materials sources (archaeology studies them); ethnographical (study of folk, traditional cultures); linguistic (language data); oral (interview); photo-, video sources and voice record.
Historiography – 1) scientific discipline that studies the history of historical science; 2) complex of studies dedicated to a particular problem or historical period (for example, historiography of the World War I means all historical books dedicated to this topic); 3) complex of historical writings that have common ideological or national affiliation (for example, conservative historiography, French historiography etc). 
History (from Greek “historia” – interrogation) – science that studies the past of mankind with a purpose to understand the present and future prospects.

History of Ukraine – scientific discipline that studies a historical development of human societies in the territory of modern Ukraine since the first humans appeared there near 1 million years ago. The history of Ukraine also studies a history of all Ukrainians who lived abroad (see diaspora).
Holocaust (from Greek holos – “whole” and kaustos – “burnt offering”) – systematic extermination of Jews and other groups (“incurably sick”, Slavic people, Soviet prisoners of war, political opponents etc) by Nazi Germany and its collaborators during the World War II. The Holocaust is the most famous example of genocide. 

Holodomor (from Ukrainian “holod” – hunger and “mor” – death) – artificial famine that was organized in Soviet Ukraine in 1932–1933 by the Stalin leadership to punish individual farmers who resisted the policy of collectivization and force them to join the collective farms.

Hromadas (from Ukrainian “hromada” – community) – illegal societies of Ukrainian intellectuals that in the second half of the 19th century were the principal agents for the growth of Ukrainian national consciousness within the Russian Empire. Being associations without a definite structure or program, hromadas tried to stand aside from politics and aimed to instill a sense of national identity to masses through the popular education. Members of hromadas provided scientific researches preserving traditional folk culture, opened Sunday schools for peasants, printed books and newspapers in Ukrainian, organized theaters. The activity of hromadas is considered as a second (populist) stage of the Ukrainian National revival of 19th–first half of 20 centuries.

Humanism – rationalist outlook or system of thought attaching prime importance to human rather than divine or supernatural matters. In the narrow sense humanism is a Renaissance cultural movement that revived interest in ancient Greek and Roman thought for which human was “the measure of all things”. With a humanism are connected shift in education of the modern times and recognition of the human rights.

Huns – Nomadic tribe that came from Far East to Europe in the 4 century AD and defeated Goths in the Black Sea Coast. Huns engaged numerous barbarian tribes in their movement to lands of the Roman Empire (“the Great migration of nations”). In Ukrainian lands their invasion finished the existence of the most of Ancient Greek colonies and cardinally changed the ethnic structure removing strong rivals of Slavic tribes – Goths and Sarmatians – thus Slavs got possibility to settle those depopulated lands.
I

Icon-painting – genre of a medieval (mainly Orthodox) religious painting by oil paints on a wooden panel that depicts holy personages and scenes according to strict rules (canons).
Impressionism – style or movement in painting originating in France in the 1860s, characterized by a depiction of the visual impression of the moment, especially in terms of the shifting effect of light and color.

Industrial revolution – transition from manual to mechanical labor that started in 1760s in Britain with the invention of steam engine. In Ukraine where the course of that transition was slowed by the existence of serfdom, the industrial revolution happened later – from 1840s to 1880s. 
Industrialization – creation of the modern industry in the USSR initiated in 1925 by the Communist Party with purposes to reach the level of industrially developed countries, create self-sufficient economy, strengthen defense capacity of the Soviet Union and establish economical basis for building the Socialism. After Joseph Stalin became a dictator of the USSR in the late 1920s the industrialization became rapid, was carried out according to state planning (five-year plans) and at the cost of curtailing the market relations.
Integral nationalism – illiberal, far-right, totalitarian type of the nationalism that proclaims a nation as a higher value, proposes a national solidarity to overcome class struggle, requires an obedience of individual to authoritarian state and leader. Other features of the integral nationalism are xenophobia, radical extremism, aggressive expansionism, control of the totalitarian state over all aspects of society. The integral nationalism calls for decisive and violent actions of initiative strong-willed individuals for the sake of national interests. In Ukraine the integral nationalism was an official ideology of the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN) that acted mainly in Western Ukraine and fought for the unification and independence of Ukraine during the interwar period and World War II. 
Iron Age – archeological and prehistoric period that started with a spread of an iron metallurgy and creation of iron tools. In Ukraine the Iron Age followed the Bronze Age in the 1st millennium BC.

J

Joint Forces Operation (Operation of United Forces, previously ATO – Anti-Terrorist Operation) – complex of military, legal and organizational measures of the Ukrainian armed and security forces aimed at counteracting the activities of illegal pro-Russian armed groups in the war in eastern Ukraine (War in Donbass). The Joint Forces Operation that was started on 30 April 2018 in fact is the new status for the ATO that continued since April of 2014. The new status allows the authorities to use the martial law or state of emergency, transfer of the military command in the war zone from security to armed forces of Ukraine. The rename of operation from ATO to JFO has to shift attention from the so-called “Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics” recognized terrorist organizations by the Ukrainian authorities to the main aggressor – the Russian Federation.
K

Koliivshchina (from Ukrainian “kil” – pike, weapon used by some rebellions or “koloty” – to pierce) – the largest haidamak revolt that took place in 1768 in Right-Bank Ukraine. The revolt was directed against the serfdom and national discrimination of Ukrainians by the Catholic Church and Polish landlords. Leaders of the Koliivshchyna were the Zaporozhian Cossack Maksym Zalizniak and sotnyk Ivan Honta. The Koliivshchina was suppressed by Polish and Russian troops but weakened the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and indirectly led to its first partition. 
Kyivan Rus – first East Slavic state that existed in 9th–13th centuries and included most of Eastern Europe. Kyivan Rus emerged as a result of unification of two East Slavic centers – Kyiv and Novgorod – under the rule of the Scandinavian dynasty that was founded by the Viking leader Rurik. Kyivan Rus was founded by the successor of Rurik – Prince Oleh.
L

League of Nations – first international organization which purpose was to preserve peace and develop international cooperation. The League of Nations was founded in 1920 by the Allied Powers (Entente) after their victory in the World War I and ceased to exist in 1946 with the formation of the United Nations. Though the League of Nations for the first time solved certain international problems (e.g., problem of refugees, stateless persons), it was unable to prevent the World War II because of the unfair postwar order that sparked German and Japanese aggression and due to the lack of a mechanism for the implementation of League’s decisions. For example, relating Ukraine the League of Nations couldn’t implement a demarcation of borders between Poles and Ukrainians on the ethnic principle and the Polish occupation of the Western Ukraine. 
Legal state – in a liberal theory the state characterized by the rule of law in all spheres of public life, division of a state power, protection of human rights, equality before the law. The concept of the legal state is a basis for democratic, constitutional political regimes. The functioning of the legal state is impossible without a formation of the civil society.
Little Russia – name given by Byzantine Orthodox Church to the church administrative unit covering the territory of the Galicia-Volhynia principality. Since the mid of 17th century the term is used as an official name of Ukraine in frames of Russia. Initially politically neutral, in the 19th century with the raise of the Ukrainian national consciousness the term acquired the negative meaning of “national inferiority”, “adaptability”, as a label for the colonial and provincial position of Ukraine in frames of the Russian Empire.
Little Russian Board (Little Russian Collegium) – name of two Russian colonial administrative institutions set up in Ukraine in the 18th century. The Board consisted of Russian officers and higher representatives of the Cossack starshyna. The task of the first Little Russian Board established in 1722 was to monitor the activities of the hetman and Cossack starshyna. The second Board was established in 1764 after the final abolition of the hetman office with the aim to bring the administrative and judicial systems of Ukraine and Russia to uniformity.

M

Magdeburg law – legal code adopted in medieval times by the city of Magdeburg and copied by many municipalities in Central and Eastern Europe, including Ukraine. The code fixed rights and freedoms of citizens, in particular – their right of self-government. The Magdeburg law was brought to Ukraine by German colonists who were invited to Ukrainian cities by Galicia-Volhynia princes and Polish kings.
Magic (from Old Persian “magu” – be able) – one of the initial primitive forms of religion (together with animism, fetishism and totemism) that emerged in prehistoric times. Magic means supernatural indirect ways to influence people or nature.
Magnates (from Latin “magnas” – great man) – higher and most influential feudals (landlords) who possessed all political power in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.

Mass culture – type of culture created by professionals for a general consumption; standardized culture for the average consumer. The mass culture appeared in the 20th century with a development of art industry. The mass culture doesn’t require a special education, doesn’t have a great artistic value and has a commercial character.
Matriarchy (from Latin “matris”– mother and Greek “arkho” – to rule) – form of social order during the period of the primitive clan system in which females hold the primary power positions in family, economical and social life of the tribe.

Mesolithic Age (from Greek “mesos” – middle, “lithos” – stone) – period of transition from Paleolithic to Neolithic (in Ukraine – near 10-5 thousand years BC). During that period the global climate change happened (the glacier melt) what led to extinction of big animals and invention of new methods and tools of hunting (bow and arrow, microliths, humans domesticated dog and pig). The decreased role of hunting and the growing importance of gathering led humans to new observations of the plants growth and subsequently – to the beginning of farming.
Minsk Agreements (Minsk Protocol) – agreement to stop the War in Donbass region that was signed in September of 2014 in Minsk (Belarus) and assumed ceasefire in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, disarmament and removal of Russian-backed mercenaries from Ukraine, amnesty for the separatists-participants of war, special status for Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, organization of new elections in the region. Though the Minsk Protocol that was resigned in February 2015 failed to stop fighting, its current significance is in a cessation of a large-scale war.
Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact – non-aggression treaty between Nazi Germany and the USSR signed on 23 August 1939 and accompanied with the secret protocol on a division of Eastern Europe into German and Soviet spheres of influence. In fact two powers discussed further liquidation and division of the Polish state. The Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact enabled Hitler, who was afraid of the war on two fronts, to start the World War II by aggression against Poland. The USSR in turn got possibility to annex Western Ukraine and reunite it with the rest of Ukrainian lands. The treaty was named after the foreign ministers of Nazi Germany and the USSR who signed it.
Monarchy (from Greek “monos” – one, single,  “arkho” – to rule) – from of government in which a family (dynasty) embodies the country's national identity and its head, the monarch (emperor, king, sultan, emir, shah), exercises the role of supreme ruler. The power of monarch is usually inherited. However there are exceptions – in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth kings were elected by the parliament consisted of representatives of nobility what undermined the central power and led to the instability inside the country. In contrast to dictators whose power is based on their personal qualities (charisma) or violence, the power of monarchs are legal and is based on tradition.
Mongol-Tatar yoke – period of the Mongol rule over Russian principalities that lasted since 1240 till 1480. The Mongol yoke was established during the Mongol invasion of Kyivan Rus and ended in Ukraine with the expansion of Lithuanians in the 14th century. In the rest of Russian lands the Mongol-Tatar yoke finished with the raise of the Moscow principality as the new political center that finally defeated Mongols in 1480. 
Monotheism (from Greek “monos” – one, “theos” – god) – belief in the one God. Monotheistic religions are Judaism, Christianity and Islam.

Mosaic (from Latin “musivum” – dedicated to the muses) – the picture or pattern made from pieces of colored glass, stone or ceramics, one of the main types of the monumental art. The mosaic was typical for the interior decoration of early medieval, Byzantine temples and temples of Kyivan Rus.

Munich Agreement – international agreement signed in 1938 between Great Britain, France, Italy and Nazi Germany that permitted German annexation of a part of Czechoslovakia inhabited by German speakers. The Agreement became the most known failure of the appeasement policy of the Nazi leadership by democratic countries. The Agreement showed Adolf Hitler the unwillingness of democratic countries to start the war and assured him to continue aggressive policy toward neighboring countries. The Munich Agreement that was signed without consent of Czechoslovakia and the USSR persuaded the Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin to break with democratic countries and negotiate directly with Hitler to avoid the international isolation of the USSR (Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact). Ukrainians of Transcarpathia that previously was a part of Czechoslovakia got possibility to proclaim the independent Carpatho-Ukrainian Republic that existed in March-May of 1939 and then was occupied by Hungary.
Myth (from Greek “mythos” – legend) – traditional story concerning the early history of a people or explaining an origin of the nature and human, and typically involving supernatural beings or events.
Mythology (from Greek “mythos” + “logos” – word, knowledge) – collection of myths, tales about gods, heroes and supernatural powers that reflect a fantastic impression of humans about the world, nature, human being. The mythology was the first, fairy-tale form of religious consciousness, the dominant from of outlook in a primitive society.

N
Nationalization – transfer of enterprises from private to public ownership.
Nazism (National-Socialism) – most extreme form of fascism that seeks to unite society on the basis of its racial superiority. For the Nazism combination of dictatorship, the racial discrimination and aggressive foreign policy is the mean to solve contradictions inside society. In the economy Nazis combines state regulation with a preservation of private property. The Nazism originated in 1920s in Germany due to the consequences of its defeat in the World War I. The National-Socialist Party (NSDAP) headed by Adolf Hitler came to power in 1933, unleashed the WWII and mass extermination of civilians, especially Jews (Holocaust), in the occupied territories including Ukraine. After the victory over Nazi Germany theory and practice of the Nazism were condemned by the Nuremberg trials.
Neolithic Age (from Greek “neos” – new, “lithos” – stone) – last period of the Stone Age that characterized by the perfection of stone tools (sawing, drilling and grinding), spread of planting and herding, transition to sedentary lifestyle and creation of pottery. In Ukraine the Neolithic Age lasted from 6500 to 3600 years BC.
Neolithic revolution – transition of primitive human societies from hunting and gathering to agriculture and cattle-breeding that led to increase of population, emergence of first permanent settlements and civilizations. 
New Economic Policy (NEP) – economic policy proposed by Vladimir Lenin to recover Soviet Russia after the Civil War and was carried out in 1920s. The New Economic Policy partially allowed elements of market relations while maintaining the economical management, big enterprises, finances, transport in the hands of the state. 
Normanist conception (Normanist theory) – historical theory about the origin of East Slavic statehood. The theory's adherents believe that the creators of Kyivan Rus were Normans (i.e., “Norsemen” or Varangians, Vikings) who arrived in Eastern Europe from Scandinavia in the 9th century, and that “Rus” is a word of the Norman origin. The theory was proposed in the 18th century by German historians Bayer, Müller and Schlözer who worked in Russia.

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) – military alliance and system of a collective defense of the American and European countries founded in 1949 during “the Cold War” as a counterweight to the USSR.

O

Oligarchy (from Greek “olígos” – few, “arkho” – to rule) – small group of citizens (especially in post-Soviet countries), rich businessmen and monopolists who combine economic and political power. The oligarchy emerged in Ukraine as a result of the privatization of state enterprises in 1990s–2000s and now it’s the main reason for a corruption, lack of political and economical competition, industrial stagnation of the country. 

Oprishki (opryshky) (from Latin “oppressor” – offender, exterminator) – participants of the national-liberation and anti-feudal struggle of Western Ukrainians in 16th–first half of 19th centuries in regions of Galicia, Bukovina, Transcarpathia. Operated in the Carpathian Mountains, oprishki used tactics of a partisan (irregular) war against Polish, Hungarian, Austrian landlords. The most famous leader of oprishki was Oleksa Dovbush who raised activity of rebels to the higher point in 1738–1745. Oprishki were similar to the “noble highwaymen” of other countries (like Robin Hood) and have been idealized in the Ukrainian folklore. They usually formed small groups, attacked estates and sometimes distributed a part of booty among the poorer peasantry. Many peasants considered them heroes and avengers and gave them assistance that was the key to the success and duration of the rebels’ struggle. 
“Orange Revolution” – one of the so-called “colour revolutions”, series of non-violent civil protests and political events that happened in Ukraine in November 2004–January 2005 and led the pro-Western politicians headed by the new President Viktor Yushchenko to the political power. The reason for protests was a mass falsification during the presidential elections.
Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN) – clandestine terrorist organization created in 1929 in Vienna by veterans of the struggle for independence (1917–1921) and by nationalist student groups. Ideology of the OUN was the integral nationalism. The OUN pursued the goal of liberation of all Ukrainian lands from foreign occupation and establishment of the independent Ukrainian state. As a mean of struggle the OUN used the individual terror that was directed against the Polish officials, and after beginning of the WWII – against Soviet administration and German invaders. In 1940 the OUN split into warring factions: the moderate OUN(M) headed by Andriy Melnyk who stood for the collaboration with Nazi Germany and the radical OUN(B) headed by Stepan Bandera.
Orthodox Christianity (from Greek “orthodoxia” – right believing) – one of the three main branches of Christianity together with the Catholicism and Protestantism that mostly spread in Eastern Europe, the Middle East and the Balkans. The Orthodoxy was formed as the Eastern branch of Christianity after the division of the Roman Empire in 395 AD and officially established as the independent Church after the Schism of 1054 – the final separation of the Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches.
P

Pacification (from Latin “pacification” – appeasement) – repressive actions of the Polish army and police against the Ukrainian civilians of Galicia and Volhynia that were carried out in 1930 with a purpose to suppress anti-Polish terrorist actions and sabotage (arson, robbery and attacks on Polish state institutions) of the OUN members.
Paleolithic Age (from Greek “palaios” – old, “lithos” – stone) – archeological period that lasted in Ukraine from appearing first humans near 1 million years ago to 10 thousand years BC. During the Paleolithic the human of modern physical type (Homo Sapiens) appeared, humans started to produce primitive tools, construct shelters, create clothes, appeared religious consciousness and primitive social organization in a form of kinship community.
Patriarchy (from Greek “pater” – father, “arkho” – to rule) – from of social organization characterized by the dominant role of men in economy, family and society. The patriarchy replaced the matriarchy during the Bronze Age (3–2 thousand years BC) because of the first division of labor (separation of pastoral tribes from agricultural). At that time men in Nomadic pastoral tribes became owners of cattle herds and sought to transfer their property by inheritance what led to the establishment of a pair marriage and the fall of the women’s role.
Perestroika (from Russian – restructuring) – policy of widescale reforms of the Soviet economical and political systems initiated by the Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev in 1985–1991. The initial purpose of the policy was to modernize the Soviet economy and intensify its development but the aggravation of crisis forced the Soviet leadership to decentralize economic control and move toward market economy. In politics “perestroika” led to publicity of mass media, permission of free elections and openness in relations with the West (end of “the Cold War”). However, without a certain program of reforms and facing constant deterioration of economical situations, the Gorbachev leadership was unable to prevent separatist processes in Soviet republics and collapse of the USSR.

Pereyaslav Treaty (Agreement) – agreement on military alliance and political union between the Cossack state (Hetmanate) and Russia concluded in 1654 during the Khmelnytskyi Uprising (National Liberation War). As a result of the Pereyaslav Treaty Ukraine became a part of Russia though retaining its autonomy (right to elect hetman, have own administrative and judicial systems, foreign policy and army) while Russia committed itself to protect Ukraine and enter the war against the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. The Pereyaslav Treaty had become a legal basis for the Russian imperial rule in the Left-bank Ukraine until the Revolution 1917 when after collapse of the Russian Empire Ukraine proclaimed own state and then independence.
Plebiscite (from Latin “plebs” – people, “scitum” – decision) – see Referendum.
Poland “B” – name for Western Ukraine and Belarus that in 1920s – 1930s were annexed by Poland and which economical development was artificially and deliberately limited by the Polish government. In other words – the colony, raw material appendage of Poland.

Polemic literature – literary writings in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth in which Orthodox and Catholics conducted religious disputes against each other. The emergence of the polemical literature was connected with the Union of Berestia of 1596 on the unification of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine and Belarus with the Catholic Church under the rule of the Pope of Rome. The Union was attempt to erase religious and national identity of the Orthodox population in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and thus was furiously criticized by the Orthodox polemists. The polemical literature wasn’t only an intellectual part of the struggle of Ukrainians for the preservation of their religious and national identity – it was part of the all-European process of the religious struggle at that time (i.e., the Reformation and the Counter-Reformation).
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth (from Polish Rzeczpospolita – “republic”) – federal elective monarchy that formed by the union between Poland and Lithuania in 1569 and existed till its partitions by neighboring countries in 1795.
Political party (from Latin “pars” – part) – voluntary organization that unites the most active and organized part of society to express and protect its interests and with the ultimate aim to take part in a state power.
Polonization – adoption or imposition of the Polish culture, especially the Polish language, in lands with a non-Polish population. The Ukrainians were subjected to forced polonization twice in history: when Ukrainian lands were a part of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth (16th–18th centuries) and during the interwar period (1919–1939) when the restored Polish state occupied Western Ukraine. The polonization included a prohibition to use the Ukrainian as a medium of instruction in public schools, closing Ukrainian higher educational institutions, prohibition to names “Ukraine” and “Ukrainians”, national quotas for Ukrainians to enter universities etc.
Polytheism (from Greek “poly” – many, “theos” – god) – belief in many Gods, traditional ethnic type of religion that is usually emerged in a primitive society and is a predecessor to monotheistic beliefs which unite people of different nations. Other names – paganism, heathenism. 

Postmodernism – late-20th century intellectual and art movement that marked a departure from modernism and which key idea was a general distrust of grand theories and criticism of possibility to search the objective truth in a science. For the postmodernism are generally typical skepticism, irony, rejection of the Enlightenment heritage and rationality, critique of universalist notions of objective reality and social progress. The postmodern thought is characterized by relativism (every truth is temporal and knowledge is relative), pluralism (diversity of opinions), subjectivism (preference to the personal perception of the world).
Privatization – transfer of a property, business or service from public to private ownership. The privatization took place in Ukraine after gaining the independence from the USSR in 1991 as one of instruments to transfer from planned to market economy. The privatization in Ukraine still hasn’t completed yet. One of the key results of the privatization in Ukraine was emergence of the oligarchy.
Provisional Government – supreme power in Russia established by liberal politicians from the State Duma (parliament) and moderate socialists after the abdication of Tsar Nicholas II in March of 1917. The Provisional Government favored continuing the war with the Central Powers and gradual reforms. Unable to satisfy popular expectations for peace, distribution of land among peasants and 8-hour working day, the Provisional Government ceased to exist due to the Bolshevik coup in November of 1917. The Provisional Government tried to postpone the consideration of the Ukrainian demand for autonomy till the convention of the Russian Constituent Assembly and tried to limit the competency of the Central Rada (Ukrainian parliament).

Q 
Quarter Union (Central Powers) – military alliance of Germany, Austro-Hungary, the Ottoman Empire and Bulgaria that confronted the Entente during the World War I (1914–1918).

R

Referendum (from Latin “refero” – something that should be reported) – form of direct democracy, the direct vote of citizens on an important question. Example: Ukraine officially approved the independence from the USSR on the national Referendum on 1 December 1991.

Reformation (from Latin “reformatio” – correction) – 16th century movement against the abuses of the Roman Catholic Church and for its reform. The Reformation was initiated by the German priest Martin Luther and finally led to the formation of the third Christian branch – Protestantism. Key ideas of the Reformation were: recognition that there is no mediator (such as Pope of Rome) between God and believers who communicate with God directly – through the Bible; the right of religious communities to select priests – absence of the strict Church hierarchy; refusal of an expensive Church ceremonies and luxury. Being the movement of rich burgers (bourgeoisie) for a cheap Church, the Reformation changes minds of people and gave impetus to the development of capitalism. The Reformation also decreased the Church power over the modern society, led to the political revolutions in most economically developed European countries (Netherlands, Britain) and contributed to the nations’ formation because required a translation of the Bible from Latin to national languages. The Reformation had a big impact on the Ukrainian history giving an example of self-organization and religious disputes for Orthodox townspeople in their struggle against Catholics. During the National Liberation War Protestant countries were allies of the Cossack Ukraine (Hetmanate) against the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. 
Registered Cossacks – part of Ukrainian Cossacks in 16th–17th centuries who served to Polish kings and were included into the special list (register) that gave privileges (salary, exemption of taxes, right to elect officers and have own judges). Thus Registered Cossacks got the legal status in comparison to the rest of Zaporozhian Cossacks. The Polish kings organized Registered Cossacks both for defense of the Commonwealth's frontier against Tatar attacks and to control Zaporozhian Cossacks – stimulating separation and hostility among them.
Renaissance (from French – “rebirth”) – period in the history of European culture (14th–16th centuries) that characterized by the revival of interest toward the classic antiquity (Greek and Roman culture) and toward human being as the highest value (humanism). Historians of the 19th century proposed the term “Renaissance” to distinguish that period from thee preceded Middle or Dark Ages (5th–15th centuries).
Revolution (from Latin “revolutio” – a turn around) – forcible overthrow of a government or social order that led to a radical and progressive change of existing social relations.
Revolution of 1917 – see Ukrainian Revolution of 1917–1921.
Romanticism – artistic and intellectual movement in European and American cultures in the end of the 18th–first half of 19th centuries. The romanticism appeared as a reaction to the Enlightenment rationalism and as a disappointment with results of the Great French Revolution. The main features of the romanticism were: free expression of feelings, chanting of the free individual, idealization of unspoiled folk culture and medieval past as a source for the artistic inspiration. The idealization of folk and past were attempts to escape from the depressing reality but led to intensive development of literature and historical science. In Ukraine the romanticism was one of the factors for the national revival based on the idealization of the Cossack past and characterized by the formation of the Ukrainian literary language.
“Ruin” – period of the Civil War, foreign intervention, division of Ukraine and its devastation after the death of the hetman Bohdan Khmelnytskyi in 1657 to the accession of the hetman Ivan Mazepa in 1687.

“Ruska Pravda”(“ Ruskaia Pravda”, “Russian Pravda”) (from Old Slavic “pravo” – law) – first written code law of Kyivan Rus compiling of which was initiated by the Prince Yarosvav the Wise in the 11th century and continued in subsequent centuries. Legal norms of “The Ruska Pravda” (e.g. varying fines for murder depending on the victim’s social rank) reflect a formation of income inequality and a transition of the Kyivan Rus’ society from primitive communal to feudal relations.
Russification – from of the cultural assimilation and official policy of Russia toward Ukraine during 18th–20th centuries by which Ukrainians voluntarily or forcibly abandoned their culture and language in favor of Russian. The intensity and aim of the russification varied depending on the political regimes existed in Russia from a complete prohibition of the Ukrainian language in the Russian Empire to the formal official permission of Ukrainian culture with a prevention of its free development in Soviet times (especially during Stalin and Brezhnev rule). 
S
Sarmatians (from Greek “Sarmatai” – ruled by women) – union of Nomadic Iranian-speaking tribes that in the 3d century BC migrated from the Volga region, conquered Scythians and settled the Northern Black Sea Coast. Sarmatians became known for the invention of heavy cavalry and stirrup. In the 3d century AD Sarmatians were defeated firstly by Goths and then – by Huns.
Scythians (from Greek “Skuthes” – archers) – Nomadic Iranian-speaking tribes that created the first state in the Northern Black Sea Coast in 7th–3d centuries BC. The most of information about Scythians comes from accounts of Ancient writers, especially Greeks with whom those tribes intensively traded (the first historian Greek Herodotus visited Ukraine and described Scythians) and from burial mounds of Scythian kings that contain jewelry and weapon. The way in which that jewelry was decorated is known as the animalistic style.

Separatism (from Latin “separatus” – separate) – movement for the separation of a region from a state and creation the new state or for providing part of the country with the autonomy.

Serfdom – from of juridical dependence of peasants (farmers) from landlords that was characteristic of the feudal system and existed in Europe from the medieval period to the 19th century. Peasants were bound to hereditary plots of landlords’ land and thus had to work in their favor or gave a part of products to landlords. The serfdom could be considered as a modified slavery with the only difference that unlike the slaves of Greek and Roman times, the medieval serfs used land, possessed property and equipment but could not leave the land they were bound to. In Ukraine the serfdom was introduced in 16th century by Lithuanian-Polish landlords and was abolished in 19th century (1848 – in Western Ukraine, 1861 – in Ukrainian lands under the rule of Russian Empire).
“Sixtiers” – generation of Soviet intellectuals and artists that formed after the World War II and was active during the period of “Khrushchev thaw”, mostly in 1960s. “Sixtiers” were young artists who refused to work in Socialist Realism manner, glorified universal human values, criticized Stalin crimes, and demanded the democratization of the Soviet regime but in general they believed in its improvement. Emergence of that generation marked the revival of Ukrainian culture after the period of Stalin’s rule. In times of “Stagnation” the Soviet leadership renewed repressions against “Sixties” part of whom became dissidents and started political struggle against the Soviet regime.
Sklavines (Sclaveni) – name used by Byzantine authors for the early Slavic tribes that invaded and settled Balkans, ancestors of South and West Slavs in contrast to Antes (ancestors of East Slavs).

Slavic people (Slavs, Slavonic people) (from “slovo” – word, people who speak the same language, understand each other) – the biggest ethno-linguistic group of nations in Europe that in turn is divided into West (Poles, Czechs, Slovaks), South (Bulgarians, Serbs, Croats, Bosnians, Slovenes, Albanians, Macedonians) and East (Russians, Ukrainians, Belarusians) Slavs. By the 1st millennium BC ancient Slavs became the dominant population in the East-Central Europe and in first centuries AD were mentioned in Roman and later in Byzantine sources. 
Socialism (from Latin “sociare” – to combine, share) – theory that calls for the public ownership over means of production, distribution and exchange. 

Socialist realism – officially approved in the USSR method of artistic creativity. Main principles of the Socialist realism were: clearness of the art for the masses; ideological orientation of the art (glorification of the revolutionary achievements of the USSR and sharp criticism of the past and present in capitalist countries); concreteness (materialistic depiction of the historical process in its revolutionary development – how people changing the conditions of their being, at the same time change their consciousness). In fact because the purpose of that method was an education of people for the purposes of the ruling party by means of art. Instead of a real truthfulness the Socialist realism idealized the Soviet society.
Sotnyk (from Ukrainian “sotnya” – hundred) – military rank among the Cossack starshyna, commander of a hundred men. In the Hetmanate hetmans, colonels and sotnyki combined in their hands the civil and military power.
Sovereignty (from French “souverainete” – supreme power) – state independence in external affairs and supremacy in internal affairs. Popular sovereignty – principle according to which people are the sole and legal source of the political power.

Soviets (from Russian “sovet” – council) – elected bodies in the USSR that performed both legislative and executive functions at the all-union, republic, province, city, district and village levels and initially were formed according to the class principle (as workers’, peasants’ and soldiers’ councils). The difference between parliaments as bodies of a representative democracy and Soviets as bodies of a direct democracy is that voters elect deputies to Soviets from their own circles – from work collectives, from the workplace, and that only “working classes” could participate in elections while capitalists and landlords are deprived the political rights. Soviets appeared during the Russian revolutions of 1905 and 1917 as bodies of “dictatorship of the proletariat” and were dominated by Socialist parties but after Bolsheviks took power, Soviets lost their importance and had to implement decisions of the Communist Party.
“Stagnation” – period in the history of the USSR that lasted from 1964 to 1985, was associated with a rule of the Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev and characterized by the slowdown in economic growth and the conservation of the existing social and political order including all its shortcomings.

Starshyna (from Ukrainian “starshyi” – senior, elder) – privileged group of senior Cossack officers that possessed military and administrative power. The starshyna included such military ranks as hetmans and atamany (supreme commanders), polkovnyky (colonels), sotnyky (captains), judges, scribes etc.

Stone Age – one of the three archeological periods of the primitive history together with Bronze and Iron Ages. Periods received their names according to main materials for making tools and lasted different time in different areas of the world (in Ukraine the Stone Age lasted from 1 million years ago till 2 thousand years BC). The Stone Age encompassed the most of human history and includes Paleolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic and Eneolithic Ages. During the Stone Age the first humans separated from the animal world and the first humans of modern physical type (Cro-Magnons or Homo Sapiens) appeared; also the abstract thinking, religion, art, social organization based on a kinship, agriculture and permanent settlements emerged. 

Suzerain (from French – sovereign) – in medieval Europe a large landowner and political ruler in relation to dependent feudal lords (vassals).
Syncretism – combination of dissimilar elements of culture (religions, ideas and practices) into one system without their complete merging and unification. The syncretism was typical for the art in primitive society when applied arts, religious rituals and daily activities formed the integral whole. The example of syncretism in the modern time was attempt of the Mughal Emperor Akbar to create the new religion common for Muslims and Hindus. 
Szlachta (from German “schlacht” — battle) – petty nobility in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth that gained numerous privileges (they elected deputies to parliament, couldn’t be imprisoned without the court's decision, were exempted from taxes etc). All members of the Polish nobility were formally equal in rights but the political power was in hands of large landlords (magnates) whose domination in a political life finally prevented the modernization of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and led to its decline. 
T
“Thaw” (Khrushchev era) – widespread name for the period of political and cultural liberalization in the USSR (1953–1964) initiated after the death of Joseph Stalin by the new Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev. The most important component of “thaw” was the de-Stalinization – debunking the cult of Stalin’s personality, condemnation of the crimes committed by the Stalin leadership and the rehabilitation of victims of political repressions. Khrushchev weakened ideological control in the field of culture that led to a creative diversity. In sphere of science the breakthrough was achieved in space explorations – first satellite in 1957 and first human (Yuri Gagarin) in 1961 were launched to space. In economy the period of “thaw” coincided with the reform on decentralization of economical management, unprecedented state support of agricultural sector and technical reconstruction of industry. In a social sphere a large-scale construction of free apartment buildings was realized. 
Totalitarianism (from Latin “totalis” – whole) – political regime that characterized by the comprehensive (total) control of state and ruling party over all spheres of social life.

Totemism (from Ojibwe “doodem” – his/her clan) – form of the primitive religion that is based on a belief in a supernatural kinship between a group of people and the so-called totems – certain species of animals and plants. 
Treaty of Andrusovo – peace treaty signed in 1667 by the Tsardom of Russia and the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. The Treaty finished the war that Russia started against Poland in 1654 on the request of the hetman Bohdan Khmelnytskyi to protect Cossack Ukraine that became a part of Russia. According to the Treaty the Cossack Hetmanate was split along the Dnieper River into Left-bank Ukraine that retained the autonomy within the Tsardom of Russia and Right-Bank Ukraine remained part of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. The Treaty of Andrusovo was the apogee, culmination of the Civil War in Ukraine (Ruin), it was signed without consent of Cossack representatives and meant a violation of initial obligations of Russia toward Ukraine according to the Pereyaslаv Treaty.
Trypillian (Cucuteni-Trypillian culture) – archeological culture that existed in Ukraine and Romania during the Eneolithic Age (Copper-Stone Age) or 4–3 thousand BC. Trypillians were first inhabitants of Ukraine who practiced agriculture and produced pottery. The Cucuteni-Trypillian culture was discovered in the end of 19th century by the Romanian archeologist Teodor Burada and Ukrainian archeologist Vikentii Khvoyka. It’s named after the places of first findings – particularly after the village Trypillia in Kyiv region.
U 

Ukrainian Insurgent Army or Ukrainian Povstanska Army (UPA) – military formation that was created in 1942–1943 by Ukrainian nationalists, members of the OUN(b) to protect Ukrainian population from Germans and Soviets. The ultimate goal of the UPA was creation of the unified independent Ukrainian state. The UPA operated mostly in Western Ukraine where it waged a partisan war against Soviets till the beginning of 1950s.
Ukrainian People’s Republic (UPR) – first contemporary Ukrainian state that was founded and existed during the Ukrainian revolution of 1917–1921 and represented by such governmental bodies as the Central Rada and the Directory. Armies of the Ukrainian People’s Republic were defeated by Bolsheviks and the Polish army in the end of 1919. After that the Directory’s leader Symon Petliura emigrated and established the government in exile while military units of the UPR continued the partisan armed struggle against The Red Army (Bolsheviks) until 1921. The government of the UPR in exile acted till 1992 when the last President of the UPR Mykola Plaviuk officially ceded his authority to the first President of independent Ukraine Leonid Kravchuk.
Ukrainian revolution of 1917–1921 (Ukrainian War of Independence) – political and social revolution that led to formation of the first independent Ukrainian state (the Ukrainian People’s Republic) in contemporary history. That upheaval was a part of the Russian revolution of the 1917 in a sense of reasons which evoked it (land, worker, political, national problems in the Russian Empire, the World War I) and processes that impacted on its course (February revolution and abdication of the last Russian Emperor, seizure of power in Russia by Bolsheviks etc). The attempts of Ukrainian politicians to preserve national statehood during the revolution failed due to the internal disunity and foreign aggression but created a precedent (example) for the subsequent struggle for independence. The Revolution of 1917 accelerated Russia's and Ukraine’s withdrawal from the World War I, radically changed social structure of the society (extermination or emigration of upper classes), transformed it politically (to the Communist dictatorship) and economically (from capitalism to socialism). Also for a brief period the Revolution brought unprecedented political freedom, gender, national and social equality, workers’ control over enterprises, solution of the land problem, subsequently – creation of the free education and healthcare. 
Ukrainization – official policy of the Soviet leadership in 1923–1933 on support and introduction of the Ukrainian culture and language in various spheres of life. The Communist Party initiated the Ukrainization to strengthen Soviet rule in Ukraine through the involvement of local people into public service and through enhancing the national image of state and Party institutions. The Ukrainization was the Ukrainian version of the all-Union policy of indigenization – support of non-Russian cultures in the outskirts of the USSR. The indigenization in general had to make the Soviet power attractive to colonized nations of Asia and Africa.
Uniate or Greek Catholic Church – Christian Church created as a result of the Union of Berestia of 1596 for Orthodox population of Ukraine and Belarus. Uniates recognized the authority of the papacy and main Catholic dogmas but retained their Orthodox rituals and language.
Union of Berestia (Brest) – agreement signed in 1596 about the unification of the Orthodox and Catholic Churches in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and creation of the new Church for Orthodox under the rule of papacy – Greek Catholic Church. The Union was initiated by the part of Orthodox clergy to stop religious discrimination of Orthodox, gain juridical equality with Catholics and to avoid the control from Church brotherhoods created by Orthodox believers. 

Union of Lublin – agreement signed by Poland and Lithuania in 1569 about the creation of a federal state (Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth) with a single elective king, parliament, money and foreign policy. The Union of Lublin became the final stage of the long process of unification of two states that started in 1385 with a dynastic union between the Lithuanian prince Jagailo and Polish queen Jadwiga. The purpose for unification was the need to confront common external enemies, primarily the Moscow Principality. The consequence of the Union of Lublin was transfer of Ukrainian lands from the Lithuanian to Polish rule that intensified a feudal exploitation and religious discrimination of Orthodox Ukrainians.
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) – first Socialist state in the world that existed in 1922–1991. The USSR was formed by Russian Communists after their victory in the Civil War, from parts of the former Russian Empire as a federation of national republics with the prospect of global expansion as the world revolution succeeded.

Unitary state (from Latin “unitas” – unity) – form of the state structure in which regional governments are deprived of rights to make political decisions and exercise the powers that the central government chooses to delegate. Examples: the Arab Republic of Egypt, the French Republic, the State of Israel, Ukraine.
United Nations – international organization created in 1945 with the purpose of maintaining and strengthening peace, security and international cooperation. The UN consists of 185 states. The main bodies are: General Assembly, Security Council, Secretariat, International Court of Justice, Economic and Social Council. Headquarter – New York City. Soviet Ukraine became one of the UN founders as one of the countries that made a decisive contribution to the defeat of Nazi Germany.

V
Varangians (from Norse “waering” – one who has taken an oath of allegiance) – name that was given to Scandinavian sailors and warriors (also known as Vikings, Normans) in Eastern Europe and the Byzantine Empire. Varangians are associated particularly with the use of the Dnieper trade route (“From Varangians to Greeks”) that provided an access for traders from Scandinavia through Kyivan Rus to the Byzantine Empire. In the 9th century leaders of Varangians founded the royal dynasty of Kyivan Rus. Also Varangians served as a guard of Byzantine emperors.
Vassal (from Latin “vassus” – servant) – in medieval Europe a holder of land by feudal tenure on conditions of dependence from the bigger feudal (suzerain).
Vertep (from Old Slavic – cave) – Ukrainian folk puppet theater. It was common in 17th–19th centuries as a part of the Baroque culture. The performances were the essential part of the Christmas celebration depicting the religious plays and funny scenes from secular life in breaks. The vertep is the two-level stage in the form of a building in which the performance takes place – the religious part on the upper level and the secular part on the lower.
W 

“War Communism” – Soviet economic policy during the Civil War in Russia in 1918–1921. The policy was designed to help the Bolshevik war effort by means of state control over all sectors of the economy and forced agricultural procurement. Factories, enterprises, trade, and transport were nationalized (became a public ownership), and all market and labor relations were regulated by the state. In Ukraine the system led to numerous peasant uprisings against the Bolshevik rule. 
West Ukrainian People’s Republic (in Ukrainian – “Zakhidnoukrayins’ka Narodna Respublika”, ZUNR) – Ukrainian state that formed in Galicia due to the collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire in November of 1918. Facing the aggression of the renewed Polish state from the first days of existence, the West Ukrainian People’s Republic united with the Ukrainian People’s Republic in January of 1919 (Zluka Act) but the union wasn’t implemented and in fact two states acted separately. In July of 1919 military forces of ZUNR retreated from Galicia under the pressure of the Polish army. Since that time the government of ZUNR functioned in exile till 1923 when the Polish occupation of Galicia and Volhynia was recognized by the Entente.

“Wild Field” – historical name for the Ukrainian steppes between Don and Dnieper Rivers which was spontaneously colonized in 16th – 17th centuries by runaway peasants and Moscow service people during the struggle against the Turkish-Tatar expansion.

X

Xenophobia (from Greek “xenos” – strange, “phobos” – fear) – irrational dislike, fear or hatred toward foreigners. Negative stereotyped perception of other cultures.
Z
Zaporozhian Sich (Zaporozhian Host) – military organization and autonomous polity of Ukrainian Cossacks in the 16th–18th centuries, centered on islands beyond the rapids (from Ukrainian “za porohamy”) of the Dnieper River. The term “Sich” means fortified settlement (from Ukrainian “sikty” – “cut trees to build a fortress”). The Zaporozhian Sich was organized by runaway peasants from the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth who escaped from serfdom and by seasonal hunters. Subsequently Zaporozhian Cossacks became defenders of Ukraine from the Turkish-Tatar raids and defenders of the Orthodox population inside the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. After the successful National Liberation War the administrative order of the Zaporozhian Sich was spread to Ukrainian territories liberated from Poles. The last Zaporozhian Sich was destroyed by Russian troops in 1775. 
Zluka Act (Act of Union) – agreement concerning the unification of the Western Ukrainian People’s Republic (ZUNR) and the Ukrainian People’s Republic that was signed on 1 December 1918 and officially proclaimed in Kyiv on 22 January 1919. Though due to chaotic international and domestic circumstances, the agreement was never implemented, it’s significant as the first unification of the two parts of Ukraine in the modern history and January 22 is celebrated in the independent Ukraine as a state holiday. 
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