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A WORD-BUILDING AND SEMANTIC ASPECTS IN THE STUDY
OF QUANTITATIVE ATTRIBUTE OF UKRAINIAN ADJECTIVES

Annotation. Quantitative manifestation of an attribute in Ukrainian adjectives
can be expressed in different ways, in particular, with the help of gradational formants.
The article is dedicated to the semantic peculiarities of derivational means with the
meaning of a quantitative attribute. The meaning of large and small manifestation of
an attribute in affixes has a stepped character, which gives an opportunity to single
out several groups of such lexemes.
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I. Introduction.

An adjectival attribute can appear not in full measure or vice-versa — exceed the
limit. Quantitative manifestation of an attribute is contained in a semantic structure of
a lexeme or it can be seen from such word-building means as suffixes (including suf-
fixes of subjective estimation), prefixes and confixes.

The quantitative manifestation and ways of its expression have been studied by
Yu. P. Knjazev [4], L. P. Didkivska [2], A. N. Minka [6], S. Ye. Olijnyk [7], G. I. Rad-
chenko [8], R. O. Kotza [5] and others. Traditionally, scientists mention the existence
of a large and small attribute and in most cases contrast them with a neutral manifesta-
tion so that the problem of stepping these manifestations isn’t highlighted enough.
Some statements concerning gradation of quantitative manifestation of an attribute can
be found in M. U. Zubajraeva’s research works who compares English and Chechen
languages and notes that in both of them ‘two branches — ascending and descending
can be found, and they form degrees of comparison with increasing and decreasing
quantity of a quality attribute’ [3, p. 91]. According to the scientist’s opinion, the un-
derstanding of quantitative manifestation of an attribute surmises a separation of a
larger amount of semantic means than simple increase or decrease, ascending branch
being more developed than descending one.

II. Statement.

The object of the article is to study and analyze semantic peculiarities of deriva-
tional means with the meaning of a quantitative attribute.
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I11. Results.

A data analysis shows that lexemes with gradational semantics have a number of
semantic nuances of both large and small manifestation of an attribute. The large at-
tribute is introduced excessive, very large, and augmentative manifestations, while
small one has diminutive, defective, and the lowest ones.

Specific words-quantifiers which can be found in lexeme definitions are indexes
of listed manifestations. For example, items with the meaning of augmentation are
mostly characterised by such lexemes as odocums, nokpumuii, cnoenenuii,
3acmiuenuil, cxunvhuil, Haaumui and designations 36i1bu., niocun. Adjectives with
the meaning of very large attribute are peculiar to such characteristics as dyarce,
6eIUKUIl, 3 6eIUKUM (0062UM, 2yCHUM), AKOMY OyXHce..., Oazamuii uumocsy etc. Ex-
cessiveness 1s shown by such designations as 306cim, naozeuuaitno, abconrwomno,
6UHAMKO0GO, YKpail, Haomipno, 3anaomo ctc. Words-quantifiers ne wuinkom, ne
306cim, He Oyxce, Ha nonosuny are designations of a small degree of an attribute to
show semantic diminutiveness; such words as 3 domiwkor (siominkom), mpoxu,
Jeoee, oeuyo point to defectiveness.

Formation of adjectives with the meaning of the lowest attribute occurs analyti-
cally (e. g. in comparisons with the help of ‘naiimenus’ lexeme).

Most of gradational affixes point to different manifestations of an attribute, one
of which is the main for the formants (it is peculiar to the majority of items with a
definite affix) while others are additional (meanings of one and the same formants that
point to quantitatively another attribute manifestation than the main ones). In some
cases formants express only one semantic nuance of gradational meaning. Such affixes
are not productive and they function in a limited number of lexemes (often in dialects).

The purpose of our article is to find out derivational and semantic peculiarities of
adjectives with the meaning of large and small attribute and to classify them according
to different manifestations of gradation.

More than 25 suffixes and about 15 prefixes take part in the formation of adjec-
tives with gradational semantics. Linguists, pointing out a rather small group of grada-
tional prefixes, note their ability to show only large manifestation of an attribute. The
analysis of material, though, proves that prepositional affixes can also have a meaning
of a small attribute.

Gradational affixes concretize the manifestation of a large attribute, transmitting
augmentation, very large attribute or excessiveness.

1. Augmentation semantics (not very large superiority as compared to the norm
(standard) is expressed by -ucm-, -ysam-, -ae-, -yu-, -e3u-, -ue-, -am-, -oeum- etc.
suffixes (0yp’anysamuii — weed-grown, nopoxnucmuii — covered with gunpowder;
keimyuuii — covered with flowers), subjective estimation suffixes -emsk-, -icinbk-
(8arckenwvkuil — heavy enough, sncoonicinbkuii — augmentation to ‘any’), and prefixes
3a-, nepe-, no- (3anezkuii — light enough, nocmiwmnuit — disposed to mockeries,
nepecmaznuii — covered with suntan).
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The interpretation of some lexemes is considered to be not accurate. For example,
an adjective enubouennuit, according to our belief, means not augmentative (lexico-
graphical interpretation — augmentation to ‘deep’), but a very large attribute, which is
influenced by the semantics of the base (erubokuit — which is very deep). In the
‘A npoeannsa make enudouenne, wo i oHa He euono’ (‘The downfall is so profound,
that the bottom can’t be seen’) context the meaning of a very large attribute of an ad-
jective enubouennuii becomes obvious.

An adjective 300poentouuii is interpreted as augmentation to the ‘large’ (which
points to the augmentation of the attribute). However, a forming adjective 300posuii in
some figurative meanings points to a large attribute (/. Large in the sizes. 2. That oc-
cupies a large space), which is strengthened by a suffix -yu-. That’s why, according to
our opinion, the lexeme 300poeatouuit must be interpreted as ‘very large’.

The data analysis shows that augmentative semantics can be deposited on by the mean-
ing of similarity (namucmuii — covered with stains; which looks like a stain) or hypoco-
ristic (badvopenvkuii — 1. Hypocoristic to ‘cheerful’. 2. Cheerful enough). Cases of depo-
sition of gradational meaning, similarity and presence of a definite attribute (copoamuii —
that has a hump, covered with humps, that looks like a hump) are single instances.

2. The meaning of very large manifestation of an attribute have the for-
mants -ucm-, -ygam-, -yu-, -aui-, -au-, -e3H-, -ue-, -am-, subjective estimation suf-
fixes -ecenwvk-, -icinvk-, prefixes nao-, 3a-, npe-, nanie-, npa-, noni- e¢tc., which show
that the manifestation of an attribute exceeds the standard at a large scale, but it isn’t
the highest (nearocmkacmuit — with big petals;, opionecenvkuit — very small;
Haniscueuil — with a lot of grey hair; npacmapuii — very old).

According to the dictionaries, adjectives ooescenesnuit (very long) and
eaxcenesnuil (very heavy) are related to the lexemes with the meaning of very large
attribute. However the context ‘Hegidomi éukpanu eaxcene3Huil 0ecsimumorHHuL Micm,
Haoaswiu niopodbeni nanepu Ha tioco demonmaoic’ (‘Unknown people have stolen an
extremely heavy bridge weighing a 10 tons by giving forged documents on its disman-
tling’), as we consider, proves that the attribute expressed by such items is excessive.

Semantic of similarity (zonymucmuit — broad-leaved; which looks like a bur-
dock) or hypocoristic (8y3ecenvkuii — hypocoristic to ‘very narrow’) can deposit on
the meaning of very large attribute. Ocmrwokysamuit lexeme joins four meanings: of
very large attribute (with long spines), of not very large quantity (with a touch of
spines), of similarity (which looks like a bunch of spines), and of the characteristics of
a definite property (spiny) at the same time.

3. The meaning of excessiveness(the highest concentration of an attribute which
can’t be exceeded) has such formants as -ywi-, -yu-, -ue-, -e3n-, -enn-, -am-,
(Kucnrowguir — extremely sour;, moecmenesnuil — extremely fat), suffixes of subjective
estimation -iciHbK-, -eHbK-, -eCeHbK- (MON00iciHbKUIL — totally young, MoOKpeceHbKuil
— quite wet), and prefixes npe-, 6ce-, nao-, 3a-, npa-, apxi-, yrbmpa-, nau- etc.
(3asarckuii — extremely heavy, apxicmepunvnuil — extremely sterile).
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Opposite to the semantics of a large attribute is the meaning of its small manifes-
tation. Derivational means can point to diminutiveness or defectiveness.

1. Diminutiveness of an attribute (small decrease as compared to the standard) is
expressed by such formants as -yeam-, -ucm- (kanikysamuii — defective, but not com-
pletely crippled; onaoucmuii — not entirely plumb), suffixes of subjective estimation -
eHbK-, -eCeHbK-, -ICiHbK- (0pyOHenvKuil — diminutive to ‘dirty’; onidicinbkuil — dimin-
utive-hypocoristic to ‘pale’), and prefix nanie- (naniemokpuii — not entirely wet).

2. Postpositional formants -yeam-, -ucm-, -am-, -acm-, -oeam-, -oeum-, -ag-
(copbosamuir — with a small hump; enunyeamuit — somewhat rotten), subjective esti-
mation suffix -ensk- (1edauenvkuit — somewhat lazy), and prefix npu- (npuznyxuii —
somewhat deaf) are world-building means which point to defectiveness of an attribute
(concentration of an attribute is much less than the standard).

Ukrainian adjectives with gradational meaning can also be formed by the way of
confixation. We follow the traditional word-building theory, which enterprises such lex-
emes as, for example, nonaomapugnuii, as those, which originated from the noun base
(mapugb) by using a confix, therefore sharing C. G. Horodenska’s position in particular.

Confixation of adjectives with quantitative meaning occurs by the way of joining
a prefix me- with the suffixes -ewn- or -(a)un- (Heoyinennuii <« oyinumu,
He3pieuaHHUll «— 3piguamu) and a prefix nonao- with a suffix -u- (nonaomupasicnuii
«— mupasic; noHaomapuguuii «— mapug).

In general, gradational formants combine only with a definite type of word-build-
ing bases. For example, the affix -(a)un-in the first place connects with verbs
(nesbnacannuii «— onacamu), formants -ae-, -yu-, -acm-, -e31-, -eHbK-, -iCIHbK-, npe-,
npa-, zinep-, cynep-etc. — with adjectives (3enenaeuti «— 3enenuil; npAmMiCiHbKUU «—
npamull, npebazamuti<— dazamuil; 2iNEPEANCIUBULL <— BAICIUBUIL), -O8UM-, -ACHI-, -
am-, -ae-, NOHAO-, éce-, Ha0- — with nouns (nuckasaeuil «<— nuck, 30o6acmuii «— 300,
oowucmuti <—— oowy). We can fix separate cases of forming adjectives from adverbs
(omaxenvKutl, omaxke3Huli <— omaxuil, HiYO2EHbKUIl <«— HIY020, HCOOHICIHbKUU <«—
JHCOOeH,; HIAKICIHbKUU <— Hiaxuil, npescsakuli «— ecsaxuil) and numerals (oonenwvKuii,
OOUHIOCIHbKULL <— OOUH).

Combining of gradational formant with a word-building base is often followed by
such morphophonological changes as consonant alternation (danekuti — daneuesnuil),
augment (xyoutl — xyoopasaeuil), elision (msorckuti — masxcesnuii), change of a syllable
stress (semiruii — eenuuésnuii), and double syllable stress (066pénbkuil, ninticmui).

Derivational means, which show the quantitative attribute, can be characterized
by synonymous, antonymous, or homonymous relations as well as with the develop-
ment of different types of enantiosemy. We consider synonymous those formants that
take part in expressing every quantitative manifestation. They form antonymous pairs
according to attribute manifestation: augmentative — diminutive; very large — defec-
tive; excessive — the lowest.

Homonymy of the gradational affixes means the existence of the formants which
have the same sounding but different meaning and they don’t have common semantic
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component. We mean functioning of the affix, which nominally coincide with a grada-
tional one, but it doesn’t express the quantitative attribute, pointing to the similarity
(kopoouacmuit — that looks like a box); to the presence of a definite characteristics
(einkysamuit — that has thorns); to the appearance (6opoodamuii — that has a beard); to
the colour (nonenacmuii — of ash colour), etc.

We differ derivational means from polysemy which means the development of
the different, according to the semantic nuances, meanings, which are united by a com-
mon feature — pointing to the quantitative manifestation of an attribute: 3100iukysamuii
— disposed to stealing (suffix -yeam- expresses augmentation) and dowyeamuii — rich
in rains (the formant shows very large attribute).

If we add a formant to different word-building bases, it can often express attribute,
polar in its quantitative manifestation. Similarly, a lexeme, which is formed with the help
of a gradational affix, means the opposite manifestations of a quantitative attribute: a large
and small one. In such cases it is a question of enantiosemy of gradational means which
can be external (opposition of formant semantics while combining with different bases:
Kopomxyeamutl (a bit short) — sxcupnyeamuti (with more fat, than necessary) or Hanigcy-
xuti (not entirely dry) — naniecusuii (with a lot of grey hair)) and internal (opposition of
different gradational meanings within a single lexeme: kpo6’anucmuit — with a touch of
blood (defectiveness), filled in blood (augmentation)).

IV. Conclusion.

Therefore, adjectives with the meaning of quantitative attribute are formed by
suffixation, prefixation or confixation as well as analytically. Gradationalformants can
be divided into semantic groups according to the following manifestation of a quanti-
tative attribute: excessive — very large — augmentative — diminutive — defective — the
lowest. One and the same formant can express different attribute manifestations.

In general gradational formants are connected with the base of a definite belong-
ing to the part of speech (verbal, adjectival, nominative). Derivational process is fol-
lowed by a number of morphophonological changes.

Gradational affixes are characterised by semantic relation of synonymy, anton-
ymy, polysemy, homonymy and enantiosemy.

A word-building aspect in the analysis of a phenomenon of a gradational attribute
in the Ukrainian language, therefore, is an important component of means of grada-
tional meanings manifestation study and that’s why needs further research.
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