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TOPIC 1 

POLITICAL SCIENCE 
 

1.1. Politics in human life 
Many medical students think that “Political Science” is not necessary subject for 

them like future professionals. It is a serious misconception, because learning of this 

course helps: 

 
 

Politics, human-being and public health:   
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1.2. Politics is a social phenomenon 
 

 
 

 

 

Politics has many directions 
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Spheres of social life dependant of politics 

 

Specific definitions of “Politics”: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Subjects 
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1.3. Subject, method and functions of “Political Science” 

Subject of “Political Science” consists of a complex of political problems both 

in theoretical and practical aspects. There are two approaches for the definition of its 

subject: 

 

 
 

 
 

Object and subject of Political Science 
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Subject of “Political Science” 

 

 
Methods of “Political Science” 
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Functions of “Political Science”: 
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TOPIC 2 

HISTORY OF POLITICAL THOUGHT 
 

2.1. Political thought of the Ancient World 
Political activity and political thought started to form in human society from the 

ancient time.  

 
 

Authority pyramid by vizier Ptakhetten 

(Ancient Egypt): 
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Main categories of Confucius’s political doctrine 

 

 
 

 

State management by Confucius 
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Subdivision of states into «right» and «wrong» by Plato and Aristotle: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Authority pyramid in the ideal state by Plato   
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Forms of government by Marcus Tullius Cicero: 

 

 
2.2. Political ideas of the Middle Ages 

 

 
 

Correlation of secular and spiritual authority  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are right at the legal basis 



15 

 

 

 

 

2.3. Political thought of the New Age 

Main problems of the political thought of the New Age 
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Doctrine of the Enlightenment 

 

State by Thomas Hobbes 
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According to Montesquieu combination of powers leads to: 

 
 

Hierarchy of authority actors according to the theory  

of a civil agreement by Jean-Jacques Rousseau 

 
Optimum state by J.-J. Rousseau 
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Lines of development by Immanuel Kant 
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Civil society by G. Hegel 

 

 
Organizational division of powers by Hegel 

 

 
 

Supreme authority over all social structures 

belongs to the monarch 
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Theory and practice of Marxism 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Basis 

(Economic model) 

Superstructure 

(Politics) 

Marxist theory of superstructure  

and basis 
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2.4. Formation of Ukrainian political thought 

Content of «Rus’ka Pravda» 

 
Constitution by Pylyp Orlyk (1710) 

 

 
Influence of Patriotic war (1812) onto political consciousness 
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Political ideas of Cyril and Methodius brotherhood 
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TOPIC 3 

POLITICAL SYSTEM OF SOCIETY. 

AUTHORITY. POLITICAL REGIMES 
 

3.1 Political system of society, its structure and functions 
Sub-systems of political system 

 

 

Components 

of political system 

Kinds (types) 

of political systems 
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Functions of political system 
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3.2 Authority. Kinds of authority. Ways of getting the power 

Elements of authority 

 
Peculiarities of political power (authority) 
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Essential features of authority (political power) 

 
Peculiarities of public authorities 
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 Authority and ways of its achievement 

 

 

3.3. Political regimes. Kinds of political regimes.  

Transition from totalitarianism to democracy 

Components of political regime by Jean-Louis Quermonne: 
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Classification of political regimes 

According to the method of production 

 

According to the method of exercising power 
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According to ruling elite 

 

According to the level of democracy 
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Characteristic features of authoritarian and democratic regimes 

    

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

          

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Transition from totalitarianism to democracy 
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Forms of state structure 

 

 
 

Typology of states 
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Factors providing specific position of a state in political system 

 
 

Structure of a state 

 
 

Structure of a state according to functions 
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4.2. Legal state 
Conditions of the rule of law 

 
Main principles of legal state 

  



40 

4.3 Civil society 

Foundations of civil society 
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Civil society by G. W. F. Hegel and K. Marx 
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POLITICAL PARTIES.  
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Determinants of the party place in the political system  
 
 

 
 

 

Classification of parties 
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Functions of political parties 
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Classification of party systems 

 
Characteristic features of partocracy 

 Crisis of power, loosing of authority 

Substitution           

of democracy        

by party leadership 

Formation           

of party 

bureaucracy 

Nomenclature 

principle               

of recruitment 

Replacement                  

of self-organization      

by the party leadership 
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5.2 Social and political movements 
Peculiarities of social-political movements 

  

Main causes of the formation of social-political movements 
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Classification of social and political movements 
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Peculiarities of the Popular Front like a form of mass  social-political movement 
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6.2. Political leadership and its variety 

Approaches to the definition of political leadership 

 
The most important qualities of 

leader
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Types of leaders according to the mean of legitimacy  
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Modern typology of leaders 
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Cult of personality 

 
 

Idolatry         

and blind 

obedience 
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for outrage    

and despotism 



57 

TOPIC 7 

POLITICAL CONSCIOUSNESS  

AND POLITICAL CULTURE. 

POLITICS AND MORALITY 
 

7.1. Political consciousness: essence, structure, functions 
Definition of political consciousness   

 
 

 

 

 

 

Ways of political consciousness formation 

 

Social group, individual ones 

Reflect authority relations and political interests of subjects, 

their attitude to political phenomena 

Individual’s 

critical 

reasoning        

of social reality  

Inclusion             

to the existent 
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conscious basis 

Emotional 

aggregation 
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Action mechanism of political consciousness 
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Functions of political consciousness 

 



60 

Methods of outcrop and research of public opinion  

 
 

Kinds of political consciousness 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



61 

7.2. Political culture and its role in political life of society 

Definition of political culture 

 
Political cultures in society 
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Kinds of political culture 

  

 

  

Traditional 

culture 
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Mechanism of individual political culture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.3 Politics and morality 

Definition of morality like a component of political system 

 

 

 
Contemporary points of view onto the correlation of politics and morality 
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PERSONALITY AND POLITICS 
 

8.1. Identity and authority. Human rights 
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Liberal conception of man’s place in political life 

 
 

Personality like a subject and an object of politics 

 
Political personality 
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Basic forms of political participation 
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8.2. Political socialization 
Components of political socialization 

 

 

Phases of political socialization 
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POLITICAL CONFLICTS AND CRISES 
 

9.1. Definition of «political conflict»  

Sciences, which investigate problems of conflicts and crises   

 
 

Definition of political conflict   

 

 



70 

Phases of political conflict development 

 
Stages of social tension   

 
Second phase of the conflict 

development
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Political crisis at the second phase of the conflict development 

 
Settlement of the conflict at the third stage 
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Variants of settlement 

 

 
Conditions for conflict resolution 
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Ways of conflicts’ resolution 

 
  

Means of influence for the parties of conflict   

 

9.2. Typology of political conflicts. Ethno-political conflict 

Typology of conflicts according to the cause 
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Other kinds of conflicts 

 

 
 

Ethno-political conflict is characterized by: 
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Pre-conditions and causes of ethno-political conflicts 

 

 

9.3. Functions of political conflicts. Means and methods of their regulation 

Approaches to the nature of political conflicts 

 

 



76 

Functions of political conflicts 

 

 
Forms of regulation and settlement of conflicts 

 

 
 



77 

TOPIC 10 

ELECTIONS AND ELECTORAL SYSTEMS 
 

10.1. Essence and the aim of elections.   
Main principles of democratic elections  

 

Definition of elections 
спосіб формування влади 

спосіб форм спосіб формування влади 

ування влади 

 

 

 

 

 

Social aim of elections 

 

Kinds of referendums 

 

Elections  

are the mean of authority formation and other 

governing bodies at the basis of the will of 

society by voting  
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Principles of democratic elections 
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System of medical aid in the Middle Ages 

 

 
 

Famous doctors-philosophers of the Middle Ages   
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Health care in Ukraine during the feudal period   

 

 
 

11.2. Health care in the modern world  
Definition of social policy   
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Social policy concepts 

 

 
 

Specific characteristic features of different models of social policy 
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Liberal 

 

Conservative 

 

Social-

democratic 

 

Socialist 

 

Insurance 

Voluntary 

medical 

insurance 

(private) 

Compulsory 

medical 

insurance 

Voluntary 

medical 

insurance 

There is 

no need 

Correlation of 

state and 

private 

medicine 

Majority 

of private 

Majority of 

governmental 

and charity 

funds 

Majority of 

governmental 

Governmental 

Access to 

medical care 

If the patient 

can pay 

High High Full 

Availability 

of government 

programmes 

Just special 

programmes 

Only with         

the main 

problems 

In majority         

of cases 

All the cases 

in frames 

of budget 

Public financing Up to 50% Up to 75% Up to 90% 100% 

Effectiveness With high 

profits 

With a stable 

economy and 

employment 

With a stable 

economy 

At high rates 

of economic 

growth 
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Main principles 
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12.1. World politics and global political process 
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Definition of world political process 

 

 
 

 

Definition of international relations 
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Priority of politics in international relations is defined by: 

 

 
 

 

Interests of the states, which led to the emergence of international relations 
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Historical implements of world politics 

 
Subjects of international relations 
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Definition of global policy 

 

 
 

The main problems of the present time 
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Definition of war like an instrument of politics 

 

12.2 .World politics at the turn of millennium and global problems  

of the mankind 
Correlation of world wars and systems of international relations 
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