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Jlnst ocTaTOYHOTO JI0Ka3y KOMapHHOI Teopil IUITXOM €KCHEePHMEHTAJIbHOTO
3apakeHHs1 JouHK Big Anopheles, B.B. ®aBp npuiiHsaB pilieHHs IPOBECTH IOCIIA
HaJ co6o0r0. BiH He BBaXKaB, 1110 Ma€ MPaBO HapaXKaTH Ha HeOE3MeKy IHIIHNX, OCKIIbKA
KoMmapi Oynm 3apakeHi HapasuTaMH TPOMIYHOI Maysipii — XBOpOOH, sKa, XO4
y OLTBIIOCTI TOCTPUX BUMAJKIB i BIJIIKOBYBAJIaCh IIBUJKO, aji¢ 1HOJI 3arporKyBaia
Baxkumu Hacmigkamu. 20 cepnHs 1902 p. HaykoBelb JIO3BOJIMB JCKUTBKOM
3apakeHHM KoMapaM BKyCHTH cebe. Bupimameamii yxyc 3poOuB JmIe OAuH
3 Anopheles, sikoro ozpa3y BiZIOKpEMIIIH BiJl IHIIUX Ta OCHIAWIH. Y CIMHHHX 3aJ03aX
KOMaXH BUSBHJIACH JOCTATHS KUTBKICTh MAPa3WTIB, 1100 3apa3uTH JoauHy [7].

1 BepecHs MOYaBCsI MEPIIN MPUCTYT MaJisIpil, a y BiacHii kposi B.B. ®asp
3HaiioB mapas3uTiB. Uepe3 /ABa [Hi, HE3BaXKAIOYM HA MPUHOM XiHIHY, MPHUCTYII
MMOBTOPHBCS, ajie HAyKOBELb MPOJIOBKYBaB BXXUBATH XiHiH, 1 3r0J0M HOMY BIajoCs
MOJI07IaTH XBOPoOy [7].
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THE LIFE PATH OF V.P. VOROBIOV THROUGH THE LENS OF TIME
(DEDICATED TO THE 220" ANNIVERSARY OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN ANATOMY)

Sukhonosov R.O., Ushakova M.A., Halycha M.S.
Kharkiv National Medical University, Kharkiv

Volodymyr Petrovych Vorobiov (June 15 [27], 1876, Odesa — October 31,

1937, Kharkiv) was a prominent domestic scientist, anatomist, and academician of the

All-Ukrainian Academy of Sciences (1934), as well as the only professor to receive
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the title of "Merited Professor" (1924). He developed stereomorphological methods
of dissection and was the author of original and widely known scientific works,
textbooks, and manuals on human anatomy, including the first domestic five-volume
"Atlas of Human Anatomy" (1938-1942).

Volodymyr Petrovych studied and spent nearly his entire life working in
Kharkiv, where he chaired the departments of anatomy at the medical faculty of the
Imperial Kharkiv University and the Kharkiv Women's Medical Institute. From 1919
to 1921, he temporarily worked in Bulgaria, where he established and led the
Department of Anatomy at the Medical Academy in Sofia. After returning, he chaired
the Department of Anatomy at the Kharkiv Medical Institute (now the Kharkiv
National Medical University) until the end of his life. Simultaneously, in the 1930s,
he was the scientific director of the Ukrainian Institute of Experimental Medicine.

He was born on June 15 (27), 1876, in Odesa into a wealthy family of
a wholesale grain merchant. In 1886, he was enrolled in the Richelieu Gymnasium.
During his time at the gymnasium, Volodymyr realized his passion for science,
particularly biology. The decisive influence on his choice of future profession came
from his maternal uncle, physician Fedor Ignatovych VVdovykovsky, a frequent guest
in the Vorobiov household, as well as physician and anatomist Gordiy Maksymovych
losifov. Thanks to Vdovykovsky, Vorobiov began visiting the Odesa hospital
mortuary. It was during his gymnasium years that he first started practicing dissection,
and on one occasion, he even brought an amputated human leg home from the
mortuary for these purposes.

In 1897, he graduated from the gymnasium. At that time, the Novorossiysk
University did not have a medical department, so on the advice of his uncle, Vorobiov
went to the Imperial Kharkiv University in 1897, where he enrolled in the medical
faculty.

In his first year, he developed a keen interest in human anatomy and soon
became a student of Professor A. K. Belousov, who taught the course on normal
anatomy at the faculty. In 1903, he graduated with honors from the medical faculty of
the Imperial Kharkiv University with a medical degree. In December of the same year,
the council of the medical faculty appointed him as an assistant prosector. In 1908, he
defended his doctoral dissertation on the innervation of human tendons. Starting in
1910, he was a private docent at Kharkiv University. That same year, the Kharkiv
Medical Society invited Vorobiov to chair the anatomy department at the newly
established "Women's Medical Institute."

In 1913, V. P. Vorobiov was elected a professor at the Universities of Yuryev
and Warsaw, but the Minister of Education, L. Kasso, did not approve his
appointments to either of these positions. Upon the institute's petition, VVorobiov was
confirmed in the rank of professor in 1916.

From 1917 to 1919, he headed the Department of Anatomy at the Kharkiv
Medical Institute. After the 1917 revolution, during the Civil War, power in the city
of Kharkiv repeatedly shifted between the Bolsheviks and the White Army. During
one of these shifts in 1919, when the White Army regained control of the city, its
leadership initiated an investigation into the "atrocities of the Reds" and established
a Special Commission to Investigate the Crimes of the Bolsheviks, chaired by Heorhiy
Meingard. The commission also included Mykola Bokarius and Volodymyr
Vorobiov. After the excavation of the graves of White officers who had been
executed, the commission members, including VVorobiov, signed expert reports stating
that the victims had been shot by soldiers of the Red Army. When the Red Army
regained control of Kharkiv in 1919, fearing the consequences of the report he had
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signed earlier, Vorobiov, along with his sister and her husband, Rasheyev, first moved
to Odesa and later emigrated to Sofia, Bulgaria. There, he organized and headed the
Department of Anatomy at the Medical Academy in Sofia; he also lectured at Sofia
University, published a textbook, and established an anatomical museum.
The Department of Anatomy in Sofia still bears his name to this day.

After the amnesty for the "Whites" was announced in June 1921, VVolodymyr
Vorobiov traveled to the Congress of Anatomists in Germany, where he eventually
obtained documents in Berlin for himself and his family to return to Kharkiv. Upon
returning to the city, Vorobiov continued the work he had begun in Bulgaria on new
methods of tissue preservation. By 1924, he had fully developed a scientific concept
for the preservation of corpses and organs of the deceased. In 1924, he had to revisit
the issue of embalming human bodies. In 1934, Volodymyr Petrovych Vorobiov was
elected a member of the All-Ukrainian Academy of Sciences in the Department of
Human Anatomy.

In 1937, Vorobiov frequently felt unwell, and he was diagnosed with kidney
disease. He underwent surgery to remove the kidney but passed away two days later,
on October 31, 1937, from uremia.

He bequeathed his body to be cremated. It is believed that V. P. VVorobiov
requested that his ashes be kept at the Department of Anatomy of the Kharkiv Medical
Institute, and his student, Professor Sinelnikov, fulfilled his last wish. During World
War 11, the urn with his ashes was even evacuated. The scientist’s ashes were buried
on January 25, 2003, in Kharkiv at the city's 13th cemetery in the Alley of Famous
Kharkiv Citizens. The initiators of the burial were the Kharkiv Institute of Endocrine
Pathology Problems and the Kharkiv State Medical University.

Vorobiov primarily studied the anatomy of the nervous system. He was one
of the first to develop functional anatomy and discovered new laws of the structural
organization of the nervous system. He proposed a method of in vivo control using
implanted electrodes. He advanced the doctrine of the organism's integrity and the
influence of functions and labor on morphogenesis (the formation of organs).

He was the first to determine the significance of the boundary between macro-
and microscopic observation areas and developed methods for studying them.
He developed stereomorphological dissection methods and organized the first and
only "Museum of Human Development"” in Kharkiv.

Vorobiov’s active participation in the scientific field was expressed in his
publications, presentations at congresses and conferences, and his work on the "Brief
Textbook of Human Anatomy" in two volumes. He also prepared the groundwork for
the creation of the first domestic "Atlas of Human Anatomy." VVorobiov personally
developed the plan for its publication, which was intended to span five volumes.
Under his leadership, an extensive and detailed illustrative material for the future atlas
was prepared. However, VVorobiov was unable to complete this work due to his sudden
death. His students, particularly Professor Rafael Davydovich Sinelnikov, continued
working on the atlas, with the fifth and final volume being published in 1942.
The second edition of the atlas was released in 1948, with Vorobiov V. P. and
Sinelnikov R. D. listed as the authors. Subsequent editions of the atlas were published
under R. D. Sinelnikov’s authorship.
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