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ОСОБЛИВОСТІ ВИКЛАДАННЯ МЕДИЧНИХ ДИСЦИПЛІН В УМОВАХ ВІЙНИ 
 

Abstract. 

During a full-scale war, teaching in higher education institutions encounters significant obstacles and mod-

ifications due to the conflict's specificity and danger, limited access to educational resources and other re-

strictions. Military operations limit access to educational institutions, materials, textbooks, supplementary mate-

rials, and equipment, which necessitates teachers to be more creative and to adjust their curricula accordingly. It 

is appropriate and relevant to offer courses in military medicine that include a comprehensive study of human 

anatomy and other crucial disciplines in higher and pre-higher medical education institutions, to prepare students 

for working in the front lines. Teaching medical disciplines, such as human anatomy, in times of war poses a very 

challenging but indispensable task due to the prevailing stressful conditions. Competent teaching of the material 

along with the development of algorithms and options for action in extreme situations is crucial. Additionally, 

students should be provided with moral support to manage daily emotional stress effectively. Considering these 

factors, it is imperative to adapt the curriculum and teacher behaviour during wa rtime for the effective teaching 

of medicine. This is a crucial element in delivering high-quality medical care and saving lives. 

Анотація. 

В умовах повномасштабної війни викладання дисциплін у закладах вищої освіти зазнає суворих 

викликів та змін через особливості та небезпеку конфлікту, обмежений доступ до навчальних ресурсів 

та інші обмеження. Військові дії призводять до обмеженого доступу до освітніх закладів та матеріалів, 

у тому числі підручників, додаткових матеріалів та обладнання, що в свою чергу вимагає більшої креа-

тивності викладача та адаптації навчальних програм. Було б доречним та актуальним включати в про-

грами закладів вищої та передвищої медичної освіти курси військової медицини з поглибленим вивчення 

анатомії та інших важливих дисциплін для професійної підготовки студентів, які готуються працювати 

на фронті. У стресових умовах війни викладання медичних дисциплін, зокрема анатомії людини є надзви-

чайно складним, проте пріоритетно важливим завданням. Важливо не тільки грамотно навчати 

освітньому матеріалу, відпрацьовувати алгоритми та варіанти дій в екстримальних ситуаціях, але й 

надавати студентам моральну підтримку, щоб вони могли справлятися з повсякденними емоційними 

навантаженнями. Враховуючи ці аспекти, викладання в умовах війни вимагає  адаптації та гнучкості нав-

чальної програми та поведінки викладача й виступає надзвичайно важливою складовою для забезпечення 

якісної медичної допомоги та збереження життя багатьох людей. 

 
Keywords: military operations, teacher, education, student, doctor. 

Ключові слова: військові дії, викладач, навчання, студент, лікар. 

 

During a full-scale war, teaching various disci-

plines in higher education institutions becomes ex-

tremely challenging due to the hazardous nature of the 

conflict, limited access to educational resources, and 

other constraints. However, medical personnel must 

have a thorough knowledge of human anatomy during 

wartime medical situations in order to provide rapid 

and effective care to the wounded. In-depth understand-

ing of anatomy and advanced clinical reasoning skills  

prove beneficial for medical professionals operating at 



«Colloquium-journal» #22(181), 2023 / PEDAGOGICAL SCIENCES   23 

the frontline and in combat zones. To provide emer-

gency care to the wounded on the battlefield, it is cru-

cial to have an extensive understanding of human anat-

omy, which assists in diagnosing, performing manipu-

lations, and operations. Studying the consequences of 

combat trauma on the human body and the potential for 

recovery is equally essential. Comprehending the vari-

ations and anatomical variability of the human body 

can result in augmenting improved techniques for treat-

ment and rehabilitation [1, 2, 3]. 

Armed conflict limits access to educational re-

sources such as textbooks, supplementary materials and 

equipment, requiring teachers to be more creative and 

adapt curricula accordingly. During times of war, the 

likelihood of injury and trauma is significantly in-

creased hence there is an essential need to ensure safe 

learning environments. This requires the recognition of 

potential risks posed to both teachers and students. 

Teaching safe ways of working with anatomical mate-

rial is essential, especially in circumstances of limited  

resources. It is also essential to ensure the safety of the 

medical staff and to maintain the confidentiality of the 

medical information about the injured [4, 5]. 

In times of war, there is an increase in demand for 

medical care and first aid skills. It is crucial that the 

curriculum integrates practical skills that can prove val-

uable in a crisis. The instruction of medical profession-

als to react to distressing situations and deliver prompt  

and effective medical attention can avert loss of lives 

and minimise the impact of bodily harm. A familiarity  

with the fundamentals of human anatomy can aid in 

recognising essential organs, blood vessels, and nerves. 

This recognition can influence how to administer first 

aid, halt bleeding, and execute other medical proce-

dures and manipulations. Collaborating with medical 

facilities or hospitals, if possible, can offer students the 

chance to obtain practical experience in a real medical 

environment. In times of war, unique medical situations 

such as various types of wounds, complex trauma, gun-

shot wounds, chemical and radiation burns, and poison-

ing may occur. The teaching of anatomy ought to pre-

pare medical professionals to address these specific is-

sues. In wartime, medical examinations must be carried  

out under unpredictable conditions and with limited re-

sources. Teaching should include the possibility of im-

provisation and adaptation of treatment methods [6, 7, 

8]. 

In the context of combat operations, understand-

ing human anatomy and medical aspects is crucial for 

preserving human life and health. It is important to em-

phasise the responsibility of students and their role in 

future emergency situations [9]. 

It would be appropriate and relevant to include 

military medicine courses with in-depth study of anat-

omy and other important disciplines in higher and pre-

higher medical education programmes in order to train 

students preparing for frontline service. Military medi-

cal academies and training programs generally offer ex-

tensive training, which includes theoretical classes, 

practical exercises on models and simulators, and train-

ing in training grounds. The primary objective is to 

train medical personnel to respond to medical situations 

during war and to provide effective care to the injured  

[10, 11]. 

In situations of war, where the physical access to 

a university or an educational institution has been dis-

rupted, online learning has been widely and success-

fully used in the last few years. As a result, students can 

do their studies directly from their homes or shelters. In 

wartime, technology plays a critical role in helping to 

support remote medical facilities. With limited access 

to anatomical materials, the development of exercises  

and manipulations on virtual or model specimens is es-

sential for medical personnel to improve their practical 

skills. 

In conclusion, the teaching of human anatomy 

during wartime is a difficult task that requires a bal-

anced approach between the needs of health care pro-

fessionals and various constraints [12, 13]. The process 

of teaching anatomy may raise a number of ethical and 

humanitarian concerns. This could be related to the uti-

lisation of medical knowledge in military operations, 

respect for human rights, and other relevant aspects. 

Teaching healthcare professionals how to work in a war 

setting involves significant ethical considerations such 

as neutrality, providing humanitarian aid, maintaining  

integrity, and respecting human rights [14, 15, 16]. 

Conclusion. Teaching medical disciplines, espe-

cially human anatomy, is a challenging but essential 

task in the stressful conditions of war. It is essential not 

only to teach the material competently and develop al-

gorithms and options for extreme situations, but also to 

support students morally so that they can cope with 

daily emotional stress. Considering these aspects, war-

time teaching necessitates adapting and modifying the 

curriculum and the teacher's behavior to provide excel-

lent medical care and rescue many lives. 
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