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THE LUCRATIVE BUSINESS OF HEALING

The underlying philosophy behind providing healthcare has designated health as a basic right of all human beings. But healthcare is not just a service of rights anymore. It may be an economic investment, a commodity which can be bought and sold, a political tool or for the less fortunate an expenditure that is vital but just can’t be met. A scary reality, but the fact remains that the income and investment generated by the selling of healthcare greatly influences how far we move forward in the field of medicine and also it remains a source of revenue for the countless health care providers, researchers, analysts, drug companies etc. who work to fight against the quickly evolving entity of human disease. Revolutionary diagnostics and treatment related tools have been and are being created by the medical world, these tools are essential for the elimination and management of disease. However we can see an increasing trend of the costs of these tools reaching preposterous heights. The cost of a basic X-ray varies greatly from the USA to Scandinavia to India. The reasons may be many: higher GDP of the region, the costs of training medical professionals, government taxes, etc. or just plain market manipulation. A major factor in attracting individuals for practicing medicine is that it is a quite lucrative trade and that may not be such a bad thing, considering the amount of work and money that goes into training a professional, creating a new drug or researching new methods of medical science. So, ethically speaking …how do we as future doctors manage and integrate this truth into our work lives? We need to take an active and honorable part in grading and promotion of the medical commodities that are made by different parties, in order to ensure that healthcare consumers are not taken advantage of, we need to make the business of medicine more transparent to general public, we need to strive to provide cost effective and efficient healthcare to our patients instead of pushing expensive treatment methods for the sake of extra revenue, we need to converse clearly about the costs of treatment to our patients leaving no room for doubt or false hope and so on. Most importantly, more doctors should do their part in helping the less fortunate by working with healthcare charity orgs like the Red Cross, MSF, HRW etc. The meaning of life is to live for others and science backs this by proving that giving makes us happy. So what shall you decide to be a rich doctor or a happy fulfilled one. I personally wish to be a little rich and a very happy doctor. END.

