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Advantages and disadvantages of distant learning

	Modern educational process in terms of distant learning is widely discussed worldwide today. We made an attempt to search for the most worthy arguments for and against.  Distance learning is one of the greatest innovations and opportunities of the 21st century. It was introduced relatively recently and   appeared due to the development of innovative electronic technologies. According to the recently performed surveys among students, among the advantages of distant learning is the idea that you do not have to spend money for transport means and accommodation. Among disadvantages of distant learning, the survey mentions too costly technological equipment. But, in any case, when discussing the advantages of full-time educational process, it is obvious that full-time students can always rely on the help and support of teachers. Whereas, studying under distant learning conditions students have to master the majority of the studied material on their own.  Except the above mentioned advantages of distant learning, we can refer its availability at any time. On-line classes can be performed both as in the form of previously made lessons and in the form of direct webinars. On-line webinars, in their turn, do not differ much from traditional off-line classes – students have the opportunity to communicate with their teacher, see the presentation and ask questions.
	At the same time, in spite of some obvious pluses of distant learning, many negative factors continue to arise. The most significant negative side is the fact, that teachers not having direct contact with their students, have to make up other ways to explain the material. Second, it is a well known fact, that it is difficult to control the educational process of students even during off-line education and this problem becomes much more difficult for achievement under on-line education. And it is considered to be as one of the most important minuses of distant education. For the second and not less important reason is the fact, that students may think that distant learning gives them great opportunities for their independent plans realization. But in reality it is assumed that students must possess self-discipline characteristics and be well-organized to reach their educational aims in terms of on-line education, because students constantly face such problem as a desire to relax and to postpone their tasks fulfilling. 
	The most significant factor is that not all disciplines can be learnt  by on-line form of education. In some cases, it is almost impossible to get by without practical classes.  On-line education is suitable for studying literature or history, but it is hardly possible to get practical skills in such fields as surgery, dentistry, art design and architecture  sciences etc. The list of possibilities available for gaining practical skills under on-line courses is very limited for the present moment.
	Among the greatest disadvantages of distant learning  is the lack of  personal communication. While studying in the traditional educational atmosphere, students interact with each other in the social university media and such communication can give rise to wonderful new achievements and progress. The fact that distance learning provides students with necessary set of knowledge is considered to be not only as advantage, but also as a big disadvantage. Because studying on-line, students limit themselves in many useful skills such as making notes during lectures that gives them a possibility to develop mechanical memory, teaches them to find the most important parts in the studied material. All these skills are very useful in everyday life, but on-line education, in its turn, does not develop any of them.
	And in conclusion, we want to underline that it is almost impossible to 
get deep knowledge within the framework of a specific specialty in the distant course. Teachers are simply not able to give students the entire amount of theoretical knowledge and necessary practical skills. Therefore, unfortunately, it is practically impossible to master educational material independently. Therefore, when entering the distance course, it is important to be aware of all these points and do not create illusions about professional development. 
	No matter how good it may sound, if you want to get a higher education diploma it is important to understand that on-line students do not have the opportunity to fully master the educational material, and if you want to become a good specialist, it is better to pursue  off-line course.
	Moreover, students admit, that if you cannot be self-disciplined, it will be extremely difficult for you to take a distant course. It follows that it is not only more difficult to study subject individually,  but also not so interesting. Also while studying off-line, students have more opportunity to discuss different topics with their teachers and group-mates. Therefore, when it comes to the pros and cons of distant  education, it proves to be  very debatable. If the person receiving education is seriously motivated  and conscientious about his studies, then no matter what form of study he chooses, he will certainly succeed. It all depends on the character of the student, his attitude to study and dedication.




 











	

