USING ENGLISH-LANGUAGE SONGS TO ENHANCE LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY IN MEDICAL STUDENTS DURING BLENDED LEARNING
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In today's digital world, English proficiency is crucial for medical students. This study examines the effectiveness of using English songs to improve language skills in medical education, especially in blended learning. English songs offer immersive language experiences, aiding vocabulary acquisition and encouraging active learning. This research informs educators about innovative approaches, highlighting music's potential to enhance language competence in medical students. Integrating English songs enriches vocabulary and promotes language proficiency, creating an engaging learning atmosphere.
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У сучасному цифровому світі знання англійської мови є вирішальним для студентів-медиків. Це дослідження вивчає ефективність використання англійських пісень для покращення мовних навичок у медичній освіті, особливо у змішаному навчанні. Англійські пісні пропонують захоплюючий мовний досвід, сприяючи засвоєнню словникового запасу та заохочуючи до активного навчання. Це дослідження інформує викладачів про інноваційні підходи, підкреслюючи потенціал музики для підвищення мовної компетентності студентів-медиків. Інтеграція англійських пісень збагачує словниковий запас і сприяє оволодінню мовою, створюючи привабливу навчальну атмосферу.
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In the modern globalized world, proficiency in English is becoming increasingly important, especially for students pursuing careers in the medical field. Effective communication in English is not only crucial for academic success but also for professional growth and intercultural collaboration in medical institutions. However, achieving language proficiency, particularly in specialized fields like medicine, presents unique challenges, especially in the context of blended learning.

Blended learning, which combines traditional face-to-face classes with online activities, has gained significant popularity in medical education due to its flexibility, accessibility, and potential for enhancing learning outcomes. Seeking to optimize this approach, innovative methods are constantly being sought to improve language learning among medical students. One such promising approach is the integration of English-language songs into the curriculum to enhance language skills, particularly in listening comprehension, vocabulary expansion, and pronunciation refinement.This scientific article aims to explore the effectiveness of using English-language songs as a pedagogical tool to enhance the language competence of medical students within the context of blended learning. Through the analysis of current pedagogical practices and empirical evidence, this research seeks to shed light on the practical implications and benefits of incorporating music into the educational process for medical students.

The justification for conducting this research stems from the multifaceted advantages offered by music in language learning. English-language songs provide an engaging and culturally significant platform through which students can immerse themselves in authentic language experiences. The rhythmic patterns, melodic structures, and lyrical content of songs stimulate cognitive processes, facilitating the memorization and reproduction of vocabulary and grammatical structures. Moreover, the emotional power of music fosters emotional engagement, motivating students to actively participate in language learning [3].

In the context of medical education, where proficiency in English is a prerequisite for effective communication with patients, colleagues, and researchers worldwide, harnessing the potential of music holds particular significance. Medical students are required not only to acquire technical knowledge but also to develop interpersonal skills and cultural competence to navigate diverse medical environments. English-language songs provide a dynamic platform for learning medical terminology, communication strategies, and professional ethics in authentic contexts, thereby bridging the gap between theoretical knowledge and its practical application.

Furthermore, the integration of English-language songs aligns with the principles of student-centered education, catering to diverse learning styles and preferences. By incorporating music into the curriculum, instructors can create an inclusive and interactive learning environment that accommodates the varying needs and interests of medical students. This approach promotes active participation, encourages collaboration among peers, and supports autonomy, thereby enhancing overall learning outcomes and student satisfaction [1].

Through a comprehensive analysis of existing literature, teaching methods, and empirical research, this article aims to provide insights into the pedagogical potential of English-language songs in medical education. By elucidating the mechanisms of music's influence on language learning and examining its application in blended learning environments, this research seeks to inform educators, curriculum developers, and policymakers about innovative approaches to enhancing the language competence of medical students. Ultimately, the findings of this research are expected to contribute to ongoing discussions on effective language teaching in medical education and inspire future research endeavors in this promising direction.

The following are examples of songs that the author of the article used in their work with students. These specific examples of English-language songs that can be used to enhance the language proficiency of medical university students in blended learning setting:

· “Bad Blood” – Taylor Swift ft. Kendrick Lamar: The lyrics of this song are rich in expressions related to conflicts and their resolution. Students can learn medical terms related to conflicts in the healthcare environment, such as "miscommunication" or "dispute resolution." By analyzing the use of these terms, students not only expand their vocabulary but also learn how to communicate effectively in a professional setting.

· “Fight Song” – Rachel Platten: The motivational force of this song allows medical students to immerse themselves in an atmosphere of determination and self-discipline. The lyrics contain phrases used to describe the importance of determination in the medical profession. Learning these expressions helps students develop the necessary lexical arsenal and expressive language skills.

· “Heal the World” – Michael Jackson: This song emphasizes the need to heal the world and provides an opportunity to study expressions related to describing health issues and medical needs. Students can actively discuss the global issues highlighted in the song using specific medical terms and expressions.

·  “Count on Me” - Bruno Mars: The gentleness of this song provides an opportunity to learn phrases and words used to express support and assistance. Students can analyze which expressions can be used to provide assistance to patients and colleagues in medical practice.

· “What I Am” – Edie Brickell & New Bohemians: This song can serve as excellent material for learning terms related to self-identification and personal characteristics. Students can use the lyrics to describe their own characteristics and interactions with patients.

· “Brave” – Sara Bareilles: A song that encourages self-expression and courage. Learning words and phrases used to describe one's feelings and intentions will help students acquire the necessary skills for communicating with patients and colleagues.

·  “Lean On Me” – Bill Withers: A classic song about support and empathy. Using the lyrics allows students to learn expressions for expressing support, which is an important element of communication in the medical environment.

· “Hall of Fame” – The Script ft. will.i.am: An uplifting and motivational song that encourages achievement and greatness. Students can analyze terms related to success and excellence in medical practice.

· “Imagine” – John Lennon: This classic composition provides an opportunity to discuss themes of empathy and dreams of a better world. Using words and expressions to describe ideals and beliefs will help develop speaking skills regarding the humanitarian aspects of the medical profession.

· “Just the Way You Are” - Bruno Mars: This tender song can serve as an excellent tool for learning words and expressions used to express acceptance and support for patients. It promotes understanding and encouragement of individuality and uniqueness.

· “Eye of the Tiger” – Survivor: This song celebrates the spirit of struggle and determination, which are important in both sports and medical settings. Students can learn expressions related to stress and the benefits of organization in medical practice.

· “Better Together” – Jack Johnson: The gentle melody of this song evokes feelings of cooperation and collectivity, which are key in medical teams. Students can learn terms related to collaboration and teamwork, as well as improve interpersonal communication skills.

· “Stronger” – Kelly Clarkson: This song emphasizes the strength of will and the ability to overcome difficulties, which are important for both students and professional healthcare workers. Learning expressions used to describe resilience and endurance contributes to the development of psychological strength.

· “The Climb” – Miley Cyrus: This song focuses on the importance of the journey toward a goal and overcoming obstacles. Students can learn phrases related to overcoming challenges in medical education and practice, fostering determination and confidence.

· “One Love” – Bob Marley: This song promotes peace, unity, and understanding, which are important values in the medical community. Students can learn expressions related to compassion, tolerance, and support. These examples illustrate a wide range of possibilities for using English-language songs in the education of medical students. 
Each song carries a unique medical context, which enriches vocabulary and develops language proficiency. Integrating these songs into the learning process creates not only an effective but also an engaging environment for improving the English language skills of medical university students, especially in a distance learning setting.
In conclusion, this study underscores the increasing importance of English proficiency in the globalized world, particularly for medical students. Effective communication skills in English are indispensable for academic success and professional advancement in medical practice. The challenges of attaining language proficiency in specialized fields like medicine are compounded in blended learning environments, where innovative approaches are sought to enhance language learning outcomes. 

The integration of English-language songs into the curriculum emerges as a promising pedagogical tool to bolster language competence among medical students. Through an analysis of current pedagogical practices and empirical evidence, this research illuminates the practical benefits of incorporating music into medical education. Music offers a multifaceted advantage in language learning, providing an engaging platform for authentic language experiences and stimulating cognitive processes for vocabulary acquisition and grammatical mastery.

In the medical field, where English proficiency is crucial for effective communication across diverse contexts, leveraging the potential of music holds significant value. English-language songs facilitate learning of medical terminology, communication strategies, and professional ethics, bridging the gap between theoretical knowledge and practical application. Moreover, music aligns with student-centered education principles, accommodating diverse learning styles and promoting active participation and collaboration.

Through a comprehensive analysis, this article offers insights into the pedagogical potential of English-language songs in medical education. By elucidating music's influence on language learning mechanisms and its application in blended learning settings, this research informs educators about innovative approaches to enhance the language competence of medical students. Ultimately, these findings are poised to contribute to ongoing discussions on effective language teaching methods in medical education and inspire further research in this promising direction. The examples provided demonstrate the diverse opportunities for utilizing English-language songs in medical student education, enriching vocabulary and fostering language proficiency. Integrating these songs into the learning process creates an effective and engaging environment for improving English language skills, especially in distance learning settings.
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