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BIOETHICS STRUCTURE AS THEORY AND PRACTICE OF PUBLIC ACTIVITY.

The approach of bioethics to the theory and practice of public health is recent and tentative, leading to a highly controversial field of inquiry, and equally polemic normative proposals. In spite of its enormous academic popularity, bioethics has been criticized and faulted for excessive theoretical zeal, and a penchant for highly specific issues that ignore the problems of health and disease at a more global level. Bioethics frequently indulges in holistic ethical language that appears vacuous and unrealistic, unable to come up with practical suggestions for everyday decision-making.  Applied ethics is concerned with ethical questions and dilemmas arising in social practices; consequently, bioethics encompasses ethical reflection across the whole gamut of biomedical practices including clinical, public health, and research aspects. The bioethical understanding of such a complex social reality as public health requires a working knowledge of the historical development and actual scope of public health, a daunting task that needs to be at least cursorily approached, especially since mapping the agenda of public health will lead to address such disparate disciplines as ethics and axiology –the study of values-, cultural perspectives, sociological, epistemological and general philosophical questions. Defining and refining concepts involves values, thus showing ab initio that bioethics is inextricably interwoven in the social practice of public health. A yet, there is no widespread agreement whether the moral aspects of public health should be understood as professional ethics or, rather, as a branch of the recently developing discipline of bioethics. To introduce the theory and practice of ethics into public health would be extemporaneous if strictly based on traditional views derived from deontology, utilitarianism or virtue ethics, all of them concerned with essential and absolute concepts like Right or Wrong, Good or Evil, and Virtue versus Sin. Aristotle, Kant and Mill are all at the foundations of ethical thought, but the language employed in applied ethics has inevitably changed. Nor is it appropriate or sufficient to develop a code of professional ethics in the hope of dealing with the intricate problems of complex social practices. During these initial decades and up to the turn of the century, public health and bioethics ignored each other, except for sporadic academic events unimaginatively concerned with the professional ethics of epidemiologist and public health officials: honest research, collegial competition, scientific solidarity and acknowledgment of peers’ originality and priority.

The relationship between doctors and their patients has received philosophical , sociological , and literary attention since Hippocrates , and is the subject of some 8000 articles , monographs, chapters , and books in the modern medical literature .a robust science of the doctor – patient encounter and relationship can guide decision making in health care plans.

Understanding of bioethical issues is an important step towards a fair and effective social policy.

