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The study of history of a hospital as a subject of medical study of region through the prism of micro-history
Development of medical local history at current stage needs more presentation studios, which can be useful both for historians and for health professionals to demonstrate the manner of learning the subjects of medical local history. To understand the range of problems, it is necessary to define the medical local history, its object and subject of the study. Thus, medical local history is a young branch of national local history, which studies the history and current development of the health care, the medicine and the pharmacy of the land in all its forms.
The object of medical local historical studios is a selected region, and the subject is health status of the population, performance of health care institutions   of different forms of ownership, including pharmaceutical ones (public, private, civil), medical and pharmaceutical science and education, achievements of individuals in the field of medical science and health care, pharmacy, etc.
One of the subjects of the medical local history study is a medical institution. The model will be a studio of history of the biggest hospital in Kharkiv - 1st Soviet Hospital –in the period between two World Wars (1919-1939).
The purpose of the article is exploring the history of V.I. Lenin 1st Soviet Hospital within the abovementioned period, considering the methodological foundations of medical local history, experience to date; and giving an example of medical institution study, without claiming of such work to be exclusive. The article represents the following plan for the medical institution study: 1. general information about the hospital; 2. bed capacity; 3. management; 4. financing; 5.material and technical condition; scientific potential.
Particularly, the article states that the 1stSoviet Hospital had a long history and was the biggest medical institution in Kharkiv. It consisted of four departments - nervous, therapeutic, obstetric-gynecologic and surgery. These departments, in their turn, were clinical sites of the relevant departments of Kharkiv Medical Institute.
As for bed capacity, in the article there is a data on its reduction and following expansion and reasonable reasons for these processes. Particularly, the most important reason for the reduction in beds is the chain expansion and defunding of the hospitals, which existed prior to the revolution. According to the following information, this experiment was not successful and the hospital was not relieved.
Managers of the institution are emphasized in the article. It is mentioned that the heads of the hospital were often changed. This did not result in stabilization in the institution. In its turn, these frequent changes should not be taken critically – such practice was common in many institutions in this period.
Hospital financing was unsatisfactory in 20s years of the twentieth century, because under Bolshevist reforms health care institutions were to be financed from the local budget. Suffering from lack of money, the hospital introduced paid services for particular population categories. The situation improved in the early 1930s, when state funding of health care institutions increased.
Concerning the financial situation, it is stated that the 1stSoviet Hospital was not renovated completely, so it suffered from minor household problems. Unfortunately, the lack of funding did not enable complex repairing of the buildings and putting things in order for many years.
Taking into account the fact that hospital departments were clinical sites of medical institute, the doctors not only treated patients, but also were engaged in scientific researches. During the Soviet period scientific conferences were held, new methods of treatment, including blood transfusions,were introduced.

Thus, it is possible to establish that the 1st Soviet Hospital in Kharkiv has a long history, which is of interest not only within the history of Ukraine, but also within the microhistory. According to Serhy Yekelchyk there are rather interesting studies of the cultural history, the history of everyday life, etc. in modern Ukrainian grand narrative. It is time to start studying the microhistory–the history of individual institutions, staff biography, etc. Studying the history of the 1stSoviet Hospital provides us with detailed information, which may be the base for microhistorical realities representing. This research helps to reflect government policy in the health care, to show its practical implementation on sites.
