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Introduction. Distance learning is a means of obtaining education in a certain 

specialty at a distance from the educational institution. 

Advanced educational computer programs and platforms have appeared, with 

the help of which distance education has gained opportunities for closer 

communication between teachers and English-speaking students, who can receive 

certain special knowledge and control over their practical application even from their 

native countries. New modern educational programs are being developed aimed at 

spreading various forms of distance learning in the medical field of the world 

[1,2,6,7]. The usage of modern electronic devices, such as laptops and smartphones, 

let make it possible for the teacher to communicate with students face to face online, 

regardless of the distance at which they are from each other. These opportunities have 

been helpful to us due to the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic around the world and 

the need to continue the educational process at the pre-graduate level. 

Own experience. According to the Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of 

Ukraine "On prevention of the spread of coronavirus COVID-19 on the territory of 

Ukraine" № 211 dated 11.03.2020, Letter of the Ministry of Education and Science of 

Ukraine № 1 / 9-154 dated 11.03.2020, Letter of the Ministry of Health of Ukraine № 

22-04 / 7148 / 2-20 from 12.03.2020, Therapeutic dentistry department of Kharkiv 

national medical university started distance learning of foreign students using the 

latest computer programs and platforms from 16.03.2020. 

The priority is the full use of the method in all sections of the educational 

process (lectures, practical classes, practical classes and lectures, admission to the 

differential test, exam, consultations) from the first days of COVID-19 quarantine. 

The department acquired the skills of using computer programs and platforms 

during their use to prepare 5th-year students for the KROK-2 and the final exam. 

Moodle, ZOOM and Google Meet programs, which are usually used for on-line 

conferences, were chosen for the technical support of distance learning. 

Experience shows that usage of Moodle, ZOOM and Google Meet apps in 

distance learning provides many opportunities for eachers and students. During the 

practical lesson or after the lecture, the teacher can answer students' questions, start a 

discussion in real time. The practical lesson begins with monitoring the presence of 

students in the classroom in the form of test control, solving situational tasks, writing 

and analysis of case histories on the topic of the lesson. Situational clinical tasks, in 
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addition to the main text, contain illustrative material. These are photographs, 

radiographs, results of laboratory and instrumental investigations. 

During the practical lesson, the teacher has the opportunity to ask each student and 

get a real-time answer, ask students to justify the clinical diagnosis and make a differential 

diagnosis, consider and evaluate the results of laboratory tests, radiographs, etc. 

During such communication, the teacher has the opportunity to determine the 

level of preparation of each student, and during the discussion or justification of the 

clinical diagnosis - to assess the level of clinical thinking. Moodle, Google Meet and 

ZOOM allow students to work using personal computers, laptops, smartphones, 

mobile phones. If the student does not have a video camera or microphone in the 

device, he can notify the teacher in real time in chat about the presence of the class 

and send answers to the task. 

Inclusion in educational materials of tests "KROK-2. Dentistry" helps to prepare 

for final exams and provides the opportunity to receive advice. From the first day of 

distance learning, all employees of the department created new methodical materials of 

lectures, practical classes in the form of Power Point presentations, prepared and entered 

into the Moodle system electronic versions of situational clinical problems and test 

questions such as "KROK-2. Dentistry" for each topic of the lesson. 

Discussion. Employees of the department constantly works to improve the 

methodology of classes using the program Moodle, ZOOM and Google Meet. We 

compared Moodle, ZOOM with Google Meet and came to the conclusion that the 

selected programs are quite simple, convenient and informative. ZOOM and Google 

Meet provide better opportunities to connect additional illustrative material. 

Distance learning was very positively perceived by English-speaking students 

and was accompanied by high and stable attendance. Given the constant gradual 

extension of the quarantine period due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the created form 

of distance learning is constantly changing and adapting to current problems and, in 

our opinion, fully allows students to qualitatively, timely and fully implement the 

curriculum in the discipline "Therapeutic Dentistry". 

Our experience does not support distance learning as an alternative to 

traditional clinical teaching. It can be used in special conditions, such as quarantine 

COVID-19, as well as as an additional method of face-to-face training, which 

increases its effectiveness. The use of distance learning requires additional 

development of teaching materials, films, tests, clinical tasks and their constant 

processing and improvement. Issues of efficiency and motivation of students to 

distance learning compared to academic are widely discussed by teachers from 

different countries [2–5, 6,7]. 

Conclusions. The distance learning system needs further development, 

improvement and technical support. There is no doubt about its effectiveness and 

usefulness in both ordinary and extraordinary conditions of undergraduate education 

and in the system of continuous professional development of medical training. 

During distance learning, teachers improve their skills, master new forms of teaching, 

which fully meets the latest requirements in the organization of the educational 

process of higher medical education. The disadvantages of distance learning are the 

difficulties in formation of practical skills. 
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