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UNIVERSAL DEPENDENCE FOR THE APPROXIMATION OF ISOBARIC 

SPECIFIC HEAT OF SOLIDS 
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Basic parameter for conducting thermodynamic calculations is the isobaric 

specific heat, which in general is considered as a combination of two parts - isochoric 

heat capacity and additional member. 

The feature of isochoric specific heat is the constant value of its maximum 

value and the unchanged kind of its temperature function if it used temperature 

relative to the Debye temperature. Thus, this member of the specific heat function 

depends only on the temperature and, in theory, should be more simpl to calulations 

and prediction. 

Conversely, an additional member of function is associated with the physical 

properties of a substance, such as the coefficients of compressibility and thermal 

expansion, and thus depends on the physical structure of the substance. So, this 

parameter can be obtained directly by experimental measuring the physical 

characteristics of a substance. 

But in practice, the temperature function of isochoric specific heat for most 

substances has a deviation from the Debye's theoretical function, therefore, for these 
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cases, various modified dependencies are used - the function of Einstein, Tarasov, or 

a combination of them. Similarly, for the calculation of an additional member in 

practice, the Grüneisen and Nernst-Lindemann rules are used, which are the most 

adequate and universal for most experimental data, but also in many cases require 

modification. 

Our analysis of experimental data [3-6] showed that the temperature 

dependence of the specific heat, based on the Gruneisen rule, is a special case of a 

more general dependence that satisfies the requirements for the approximation of 

most experimental data of the most well-known solid inorganic substances 
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where 

T – temperature, К; Cp – isobaric specific heat, kJ/(mole  Cv – isochoric 

specific heat, kJ/(mole  – additional member of function, kJ/(mole  a – 

temperature coefficient; - boundary temperature, К; υ – shape parameter. 

 

It should be noted that this function is similar to the previously proposed 

dependence of the isochoric specific heat [1,2], and the value of this function member 

becomes noticeable only with values of isochoric specific heat near to its maximal 

value (3R). Therefore, the generalized temperature function for the approximation of 

isobaric specific heat for practical calculations (with an error of computation of no 

more than 1%) includes only 5 parameters 
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ζ – characteristic tem – rate of specific heat 

change. 

 

The feature of the proposed dependence is that its parameters can be easily 

associated with already known thermodynamic and physicochemical data for 

substances. Thus the characteristic temperature (ζ) is proportional to Debye 

point (disappearance of solid phase), shape form (υ) is responsible for the rate of 

change in phase state and temperature coefficient (a) determinates the value of 

additional member of function. 

The proposed dependence was tested using of termodinamic data of alkaline, 

alkaline, transition metals, semiconductors, nonmetals, inert gases, inorganic and 

organic salts, organic polymer materials and it was shown the possibility of good 

approximating experimental data for all these groups [3-6]. 
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Fig.1 Approximation of experimental data of specific heat of W 
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Fig.2 Approximation of experimental data of specific heat of Xe 
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Fig.3 Approximation of experimental data of atomic specific heat of 

polyglcolide ((CH2COO)n)  
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Thus, the proposed dependence can be used to unify the representation of the 

thermodynamic data of most solids regardless of their structure and composition over 

the entire temperature range of their existence and also for forecasting 

thermodynamic properties in the absence of reliable experimental data. 
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