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The modern development of the Ukrainian state is characterized by significant unevenness in the territorial dimension. Different regions in any country cannot have the same characteristics of socio-economic development, as shown by world practice. The presence of significant imbalances in the development of regions, especially in socio-economic issues, is one of the critical factors in ensuring security and stability in our state. Unfortunately, the current regional policy in Ukraine cannot effectively solve the problem of the development of problematic, depressed territories and regions.
One of the main problems of the socio-economic development of our country is significant disproportions in the development of individual regions in the middle of the country. This problem is caused by a number of reasons. In particular, the uneven economic development of regions due to a significant difference in natural geographical conditions, available resources and the level of their use; imperfection of fiscal policy of the state; the imperfection of the system of state and regional governance, which is largely due to the non-compliance with the principle of subsidiarity in the distribution of powers and resources between bodies and levels of government.
In addition to this, the main problems of development, which are now characteristic for all regions of Ukraine include demographic problems, low level and quality of life of the population, problems of the economic sphere, problems of the scientific and technological sphere. Equalization of regional development is one of the prerequisites for ensuring stability in our country, which is especially urgent in modern conditions.
Issues of regional development management, reduction of depression of regions, search of new approaches to regional development are engaged in particular by such scientists as S.O. Bela, V.M. Vakulenko, S.V. Volyk, V.Ye. Vorotin, Z.V. Gerasimchuk, J.A. Zhalilo, A.P. Krajnik, M.O.Kushnir and others.
The purpose of this work is to determine the relevance of the search and application of modern approaches to territorial management and management of regional development, in particular, application of a cluster approach for this.
Regional development management should be considered as a continuous and flexible management activity, aimed at the implementation of local strategies for regional development, adaptation of regional policy to economic conditions, changing under the influence of endogenous and exogenous risks and challenges [2, с. 10].

Socio-economic development of the regions should be carried out taking into account the geographical, climatic, socio-cultural, economic characteristics and conditions of each of them. He must solve problems in the priority that is determined by the community and regional leadership, taking into account national interests. This will allow to achieve the growth of socio-economic development of individual regions and the state as a whole, with the most effective use of available resources, to ensure its social stability.
Today in our country there are processes of reforming various spheres of people's activity and lives. Particular importance is the decentralization reform, which changes the rules of the game for managers of the regional and local levels, expands the capacity of communities to manage the territories. In view of these circumstances, it is advisable to pay attention to the search for innovative ways of territorial management in the modern domestic and foreign experience, which can be used to improve the management of regional development of the Ukraine.
Among such ways, first of all, interregional integration can be called. She received wide development and financial and institutional support both at the level of regions within one state and at the level of integration of neighboring regions of different countries. Taking into account the current problems in the development of regions in Ukraine and the existence of significant contradictions between them, which have intensified lately, for our state, the increase of integration ties between the regions within the country could provide not only economic but also socio-political effect.
It should be noted that overseas development of the territories paid considerable attention: in the USA, 17 government agencies are responsible for coordinating and implementing regional policy research; in universities there are special units involved in urban development and urbanization programs. There are several regional research institutes in Austria. Consequently, regional policy, regional science and regional economy abroad are in the rank of state priorities [1, с. 148]. 
Such an attitude to the problems of regional development, a deep understanding of the essence of regional differences and the search for the best ways to resolve regional contradictions and use of the potential of regions would be very useful for our country, and especially for people involved in the development of national regional policy and regional development management in Ukraine.

In view of this, the further decentralization of regional development management, the use of clusters and the search for other modern ways to stimulate the development of regional economies, and the development and implementation of measures to stabilize interregional relations, are becoming increasingly important in the present context. Note that the creation of clusters has great potential for regional development in the country.

A cluster, as defined by Michael Porter of the Harvard Business School, is a geographic concentration of competing and cooperating companies, suppliers, service providers, and associated institutions [4].

Innovation clusters means groupings of independent undertakings – innovative start-ups, small, medium and large undertakings as well as research organisations – operating in a particular sector and region and designed to stimulate innovative activity by promoting intensive interactions, sharing of facilities and exchange of knowledge and expertise and by contributing effectively to technology transfer, networking and information dissemination among the undertakings in the cluster [3, p. 10].
The cluster represents an association of different organizations (companies for the production of goods or services, educational institutions, technology parks and business incubators, research centers and laboratories, banking and other financial institutions, government agencies, public organizations, etc.), which allows you to take advantage of the intra-brand hierarchy and market mechanism. And this enables the distribution of new knowledge, scientific discoveries and inventions more quickly and efficiently.

Recently, "cluster strategies" of economic development have become widespread in most countries of the world, in particular Australia, Brazil, Great Britain, Spain, Italy, Canada, Germany, the USA, France, Japan, and others. In leading countries, various mechanisms and instruments for supporting and developing territorial clusters are used within the framework of state cluster policy. Among them: creation of specialized coordination, advisory and working bodies, provision of organizational and expert-analytical support, state financing of implementation of separate 
Clustering is often now seen as a key means of driving regional development. This involves building mutually beneficial private and public sector partnerships through government and regional investment in innovation incubators, science parks and cities, technology transfer offices, etc. Those regions around the world which by accident or design have achieved a clustering effect seem to be better able to achieve and sustain significant success in the global marketplace. Such regional agencies need to identify and understand the real success factors in building and maintaining an effective cluster [4].
Attention to the cluster approach has recently increased in Ukraine. Attention to the cluster approach has recently increased in Ukraine. In particular, in the Strategy for the Sustainable Development of the Kharkiv Region until 2020, approved by the decision of the regional council of December 23, 2010, it is noted that the formation of clusters of economic growth is an important direction of the regional policy aimed at sustainable development. Today, economic clusters (industrial, business and scientific, etc.) are formed and operate in various regions of Ukraine. There are also quite strong initiatives for the formation of tourist, educational clusters, etc.
Therefore, in order to ensure equalization in the development of regions and progressive regional development in the state, taking into account the current socio-economic problems and the implementation of decentralization reform, it is important to find and apply modern approaches to governance in regional development, one of which is a cluster approach.
Thus, it is reasonable to spread the cluster approach not only to the economic sphere, but also to ensure the sustainable social and economic development of the regions at the state and regional levels in order to ensure the sustainable development of the regions of Ukraine in modern conditions. The innovation of these clusters will be in the unification of state bodies, institutions and organizations, business structures, public associations, scientific and educational institutions to solve not only economic problems and increase profitability, but also those social and environmental problems that are currently standing in front of our state and unable to resolve within existing state social policy, applying new managerial approaches, methods and tools for solving social problems of society as a whole and separate territories in particular. Since such clusters will have an economic, resource and territorial link to the region, they will strengthen both the cluster subjects and the socio-economic system of the region as a whole.
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