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Euthanasia as a medical solution to the problem of death (cessation of life) is coming into health care practice under the influence of two main factors. First, the progress of medicine, in particular, of intensive care that could prevent the death of the patient, i.e. manage the process of dying. Secondly, the change of moral values and priorities of modern civilization, the center of which is the idea of "human rights". Euthanasia is an ambiguous action. Supporters of euthanasia base their position on the patients’ right to self-determination and to making decisions concerning their own body. In turn, euthanasia is unacceptable from the point of view of all existing religions of the world. According to the legislation of most countries, euthanasia is considered as an offense and is punished by law.

Purpose of the study. To investigate the position of 3rd year students of the VI Faculty for the preparation of foreign students of Kharkiv National Medical University (KhNMU) to the issue of euthanasia as part of the discipline "Basis of Bioethics and Biosafety".

Materials and methods. A sociological survey has been conducted including 50 3rd year students of the VI Faculty of KhNMU.

Results and discussion. In discussion of medical and ethical aspects of euthanasia, the question of a poll "Do you consider euthanasia acceptable?" was answered positively by 7 (14%) of the respondents. Of these, 5 students (10%) explained their position by following the principles of humane treatment of the patient. The main motivation in this case was the duty of doctor to relieve the suffering caused by disease. For 2 students (4%) the decisive factor was in the patient's right to terminate his life. Denying euthanasia as a way to solve the problem of medical death was showed by 39 (78%) students. From those, 16 (32%) of students considered the religious aspect of euthanasia as a form of suicide. In opinion of 23 (46%) opponents of euthanasia, the most powerful argument was the legal aspect of the prohibition of euthanasia in most countries. 4 students (8%) have not formed a clear opinion on the matter at the time of the survey.

Conclusions. Formation of a doctor identity in the educational context of learning at the Medical University, the awareness of the most important principles of biomedical ethics in the process of theoretical and practical training is essential for reaching a high professional level, being the basis for further development as a specialist and as a personality.
