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Bioethics is a field of study concerned with the ethics and philosophical implicationsof certain biological and medical procedures, technologies, andtreatments, as organ transplants, genetic engineering, etc.
As the ability to transplant organs and tissues has grown, the demand for these procedures has increased as well – to the point where it far exceeds the available supply. There are also financial obstacles to access to transplant waiting lists in other nations. There are severe limits on the availability of transplant services in many underdeveloped nations. Transplant physicians are well aware of this gap in supply and demand. They cope with the shortage by denying access to transplant centres to candidates on the grounds that some potential recipients are too old or medically ‘unsuitable’. This ‘scientific’ judgement often is based upon psychosocial factors. There is an active blackmarket in organ transplants internationally since many nations have no effective cadaver procurement system and some transplant centres are willing to guarantee an organ for the right price to noncitizens who can pay. Ultimately solutions to shortage in organs will involve better artificial organs, genetically engineered organs, regenerative techniques involving stem cells or the use of organs from genetically modified animals.
Although the demand for organs now exceeds the supply in every nation, the size of waiting lists would quickly expand were there to suddenly be an equally large expansion in the number of organs available for transplantation. Many older patients are not considered eligible for transplants but would be if more organs were available. The waiting lists for cadaver organs have grown so long that a quiet form of triage takes place every day based on age, citizenship, ability to pay, potential for compliance and criminal record.
The reasons why the policy of encouraged voluntarism has not produced as many organs and tissues for transplant as might be expected are many. Large numbers of people still do not carry a donor card or other written directive specifying the disposition of their bodies when they die. Rates of donation among the poor are low. Some fear they will not receive adequate treatment if they say they are potential donors.Donation is closer to being an obligation than it is to an extraordinary act of extraorindary moral beneficence or courage.
There are currently many research into cloning in order to obtain organs and tissues for transplants; and the use of genetic engineering in the biomedical industry. To avoid these advances working against humans, the organization and participation of multidisciplinary bodies are required to provide legal and ethical supervision.
