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The Aim. Research of factors that influence the diagnostic and treatment process of patients with lung cancer.
Objectives. To study the degree of confidence of lung cancer patients towards doctors of different specialties, determine the level and sources of their medical awareness.
Materials and Methods. We used a survey method of anonymous patients from Kharkiv Regional Clinical Oncology Center using the author's questionnaire. Patients with confirmed diagnosis of lung cancer (239 persons) were interviewed.
Results. We found, that the patients had highest degree of confidence in thoracic surgeons, It was indicated that 97,4±1,0% of respondents trusted them in management of their disease: 77,9±2,7% trusted completely, 21,2±2,7% - partly trusted. The majority of patients (83,5±2,4%) indicated that they received the necessary information about lung cancer during the conversations with doctors and from  literature sources. 16,5±2,4% of respondents did not recognise the role of the doctor in this process, they preferred literature, television and internet. Those who acquired knowledge about lung cancer exclusively from the doctors were 25,5±2,9%; sourced information from books, magazines and media - 12,2±2,2%, most of them received the information from multiple sources - 62,3±3,2%. Studying the level of medical awareness we found, that 96,1±1,3% of respondents understood the need for gentle treatment, and 83,1±2,5% - were sure that surgery is the main way of treatment. Those that were fully aware of the consequences of refusing surgical treatment were: 86,6±2,2%. Those who were partly aware were: 13,0±2,2%. About 96,5±1,2% of respondents knew about the complications and 97,0±1,1% knew about the first aid in such emergencies.
Conclusion. Our findings indicate the important role of thoracic surgeons in the health care system of patients with lung cancer. The results of the study shows the high level of their medical awareness about characteristics of the disease, and affirming the need for teaching such patients in Kharkiv Regional Clinical Oncology Center by district oncologist, which will have positive effect on the diagnostic and treatment process. This will increase the degree of confidence in doctors and improve the doctor patient relationship and attitude, as well as the life quality of life for the patients.
