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THE ROLE OF THE MAIN PRINCIPLES OF BIOETHICS IN MEDICAL PRACTICE.
INTRODUCTION. There are four basic principles that guide the practice and application of medical ethics. These principles are based on a moral underpinning that is considered acceptable across personal philosophies, religion, politics, moral and life stances, and across cultures and societies. The four principles are considered equally important and are binding unless they are in conflict with another principle. A hierarchical approach that considers one principle superior to others for decision making is not always possible or advisable as each principle essentially adds to or supplements the other principles.

-
The principle of respect for autonomy this principle is the basis for the practice of "informed consent" in the physician/patient transaction regarding health care.

-
The principle of non-maleficence. It principle requires of us that we not intentionally create a harm or injury to the patient, either through acts of commission or omission.

-
The principle of beneficence. This principle is at the very heart of health care implying that a suffering supplicant (the patient) can enter into a relationship with one whom society has licensed as competent to provide medical care, trusting that the physician’s chief objective is to help.

-
The principle of justice. Justice in health care is usually defined as a form of fairness, or as Aristotle once said, "Giving to each that which is his due”. It is generally held that persons who are equals should qualify for equal treatment. This is borne out in the application of Medicare, which is available to all persons over the age of 65 year.

DISCUSSION. The study of bioethics is useful in large number of situations that need proper decision making based on presuppositions, personal or societal values, moral values and subjective interpretations. They find their application in solving the following questions:
-
research using various organisms;

-
environmental degradation;

-
environmental pollution;

-
species diversity;

-
fetal tissue transfer;

-
organ transplantation;

-
xenotransplantation;

-
stem cell study and storage;

-
cloning;

-
genome studies;

-
release of transgenic organism;

-
the new production strategies.

Bioethics also gives opportunities in the following ways.

· Creates awareness in students and teachers of the role of science in personal, social, economic and political realms.

· Problem solving abilities are in response to human needs.

· Students learn to use scientific knowledge and skills in their personal, professional and social lives.

· It is viewed through the impact of technological changes.

· Education becomes a lifelong process. 

· Ambiguity is looked at as an opportunity to evaluate and select the present best solution and not as a barrier of learning. It provides greater opportunity to do meaningful cooperative work.

· To perform and evaluate more than one scientific principle. It promotes a common understanding of terms like “clone embryo” and “stem cells” to help disparate groups discuss the implication of bench science and agree on policy and research conduct.

CONCLUSION. Bioethics is a practical discipline that provides a structured approach to assist physicians in identifying, analyzing and resolving ethical issues in clinical medicine.
