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Introduction. Normal anatomy and variability in arterial supply of the suprarenal glands is still significant either scientifically or clinically. While any research is being done, particular terms are needed to be used to describe objects properly. There was a complication of describing the branches of main arteries supply the gland in case of adrenal vasculature.
Material and Methods. The present study was performed on 60 corpses without diagnosed endocrine pathology from August 2011 to February 2012 (mean age 46 years, 50% male) death was caused by accident, homicide or suicide at an ambient temperature below zero. Adrenals were removed with aorta, IVC, renal pedicles. Vessels were filled with contrast mass, dissected in light microscope and reconstructed from scanned histological specimens.
Results. The branching of suprarenal arteries was classified into three types: magistral (3-7 levels of branching), dichotomous (2-6 levels of branching) and disperse (1-2 levels of branching). Number of arterial branches penetrate the capsule of adrenal gland varies from 22 to 46 for each gland.
Conclusion. In our opinion, the best term for the terminal extraorganic branches of suprarenal glands is “precapsular arteries” (L: aa. precapsulares). Precapsular arteries give off capsular arteries, which supply adrenal capsule and become subcapsular. Subcapsular arteries form subcapsular plexus, which gives off cortical and medullary arterioles or penetrate adrenal cortex as medullary artery, which maintain direct blood supply of medulla. Precapsular arteries divided to superior, middle and inferior, according to the origin. Present terminology in branching of suprarenal arteries will help to avoid misunderstandings in scientific discussion.
