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IMPROVING PEDAGOGICAL SKILLS IN FUTURE TEACHERS OF
HISTORY AND LAW DURING THEIR PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

Bulynina Oksana D.

Magistr of Medicine, assistant
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Bulynin Vladislav A.

graduate student

Ukrainian Engineering Pedagogics Academy

Kharkov, Ukraine

Abstract. The analysis of the answers given by the respondents gives us
grounds to state that a common approach to the issues of salary, family and friends
can be traced in the judgments of university entrants and students. Both questioned
categories have a foggy notion of the labor conditions of an expert in history and law.
The interrogation of practicing teachers showed that their professional turn of mind is
effected by such factors as indulging in their favorite types of activities, their level of
income or salary and their material support. A rather noticeable fact is that the
responding teachers are slightly motivated by such factors as the profession prestige
and the judgments of the members of their family.

Keywords: pedagogical skills in future teachers, pedagogical observations,

pedagogical investigations and the questionnaire-based survey.

Introduction. A contemporary level of the development of society, education
and science sets high requirements to the competence of the experts of different
profiles and it requires essential changes in their professional training. Especially, we
feel the need for the improvement of the pedagogical education; in particular it
concerns the future teachers of history and law. The competition at the labor market

anticipates the transition to more efficient forms of putting the advanced ideas of the
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humanistic paradigm into practice at comprehensive schools and it requires the
training of a highly qualified teaching staff.

Social and political changes that took place in Ukraine have essentially
changed the essence of the professional activities of the teachers of history and law.
At the same time, the traditional content, the forms and methods of their training
meet the present day requirements not in full; these fail to form a teacher as an active
and creative personality. Therefore, the upgrading of the process of education of the
teachers of history and law at the institutions of higher education (IHE) gains a great
importance, because particularly the institutions of higher education give profound
knowledge, skills and knacks to the students; these give push to their professional
development, shape their interests, professional motivation and value orientations and
all that results in the formation of their professional and pedagogical stand. The
institutions of higher education are made responsible for the training of a new
generation of the teachers whose content and the level of qualification comply with
the innovations that occur in the branches of history, law and educational activities.

Today, the theory and practice of higher pedagogical education gained a wide
experience that embraces many aspects of the professional and pedagogical training
of future teachers. Over the last decades the home and foreign pedagogy has paid
much attention to the continuous pedagogical education [1, c. 80] and pedagogical
mastership [2, c. 58]. Special attention is paid to the issues of self-education, self-
actualization and self-perfection of future teachers [3, c.115].

The analysis of psychological and pedagogical literature is indicative of that
the scientists pay their attention to such aspects of the training of a future teacher as
the development of his pedagogical creativity [4, c¢. 20] and the development of the
professional competence of future teachers [5, c. 10].

The scientists stress a high efficiency of the contemporary methods of
instruction adopted for the historical and legal education. However, their application
for the learning of pedagogical disciplines is highlighted insufficiently. The problem
of an increase in the efficiency of the professional-&-pedagogical training of the

future teachers of history and law at the pedagogical institutions of higher educations
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has been scantily investigated. At the same time, the peculiarities of the instruction of
future teachers for the branches of history and law at the institutions of higher
education are studied far less. In spite of the pedagogical essence of the above
institutions, the current system of professional training used by them is aimed to a
great extent at the development of the pedagogical skills and a general scientific
component of the education of the future teachers of history and law, as a result the
graduates are lacking in the level of pedagogical competence to meet the social
demand. Hence, in spite of the importance of scientific investigations, the problem of
the professional training of the future teachers of history and law at the institutions of
higher education requires additional delving into the theoretical aspect and the
traditional education system fails to provide an organic immersion of the new
generation of teachers into the complicated and quickly changing field of the multiple
demands of educational activities at the contemporary school.

The objective lies in the theoretical substantiation, development and partial
experimental verification of the developed research instrumentation used for the
estimation of the motivation-&- value constituent of the personal component of the
pedagogical mastership of the future teachers of history and law.

Materials and methods of the research. Fifty entrants to the G.S. Skovoroda
Kharkov National University of Pedagogy (KhNUP) and the fifty third-year students
of the departments of law and history including fifty practicing teachers that were
raising the level of their skills at the Institute for Advanced Studies and Retraining at
the KhNUP in the specialty of 014 “Secondary Education” (History) and 081 “Law”
expressed their written willingness to participate in these studies.

To solve formulated problems we used theoretical (learning, analyzing and
summarizing the scientific, psychological -&-pedagogical, instructional and
methodical literature on the investigated problem) and empirical (testing the students
to estimate the level of their theoretical knowledge of the issues related to the
molding of the pedagogical mastership in future teachers, in particular discussion,
pedagogical observations, questionnaire-based survey of the students, monitoring,

studying and summarizing the pedagogical experience) methods of investigation.
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The obtained research data were processed using parametric and nonparametric
methods of mathematical statistics with the confidence factor of P < 0,05.

Results and their description. The respondents were suggested to range
societal and interpersonal factors as for their influence on the career guidance. It was
established that the choice of the profession by university entrants is conditioned by
such factors as the training staff, the personality of the pedagogue (the teacher of
history and law), prestige of the studies of history and law. As a rule, this group of
factors is manifested when practicing the selected type of activities.

The fact that the professional orientation or the career guidance of university
entrants is slightly influenced by such factors as the social status of the pedagogue,
his family and friends is of interest. The analysis of respondent judgments showed
that the career guidance is subjected to a direct effect of the milieu during the studies
of the history and law: the staff (collective body), the personality of a teacher,
prestige of the studies of history and law and the salary. Undoubtedly, the
qualification of the lawyer or historian somehow facilitates the professional
motivation of university entrants; however it is not the main factor. In this
connection, we can state that from the standpoint of the students the main factor for
the expert in the field of history and law is the pedagogical (professional) mastership
[6, c. 20]. At the same time, we believe that the main indicator of the competence of
graduate students is the mastered methods of pedagogical activities. It concerns all
the experts involved in the branch, not only the teachers of history and law.

Therefore, just an increase in the level of pedagogical mastership cannot be in
any case the goal of the professional education at the special-purpose institutions of
higher education [2, c. 80]. In addition, the information is available that many
students terminate their studies of history and law with each passing course due to
different reasons. Hence, we can state that the group of factors related to the raising
of the level of skills in the selected type of activities reduces very often the effect of
professional-&-motivating stimuli. It was also established that such factors as the
opinion of the family, friends and the status of the specialists in the society have not

so much influence on the students of HIE that study history and law. The responses
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of the students are indicative of that they are dimly aware of the social importance of
the selected profession. The obtained data confirm the standpoint of I. Pidlasyi who
believes that most students that study at the institutions of higher education have no
clear idea of their future profession [7, ¢. 150].

The analysis of the answers given by the respondents gives us grounds to state
that the judgments of university entrants and students show a common approach to
the issues of the amount of payment, family and friends. Both questioned categories
have no clear idea of the labor conditions of an expert in history and law. The
interrogation of practicing teachers showed that their professional orientation is
influenced by such factor as the conduct of their favorite types of activities, the
collective body, the salary and their material and technical security. It should be
noted that the prestige of the profession and the opinion of the family are weakly
motivating factors for the responding teachers.

Let’s pay attention to a very interesting tendency that was revealed during the
questioning of the students and practicing teachers. The striving for the self-
realization was revealed in students within the framework of their activities (the
achievement of a certain result that would contribute to their future profession) and
the teachers showed this tendency when conducting their professional activities. The
need for the self-expression in these activities is indicative of the insufficient level of
the formation of the professional-&-pedagogical orientation in students during their
studies at the institutions of higher education. The mood of self-realization that was
revealed in practicing teachers should be developed during their professional training.

Conclusions:

1. The students believe that the pedagogical skills are the main goal for the
future specialist in the field of history and law, though they have a foggy notion of
the social importance of the selected profession.

2. A common approach to the issues of salary, family and friends is traced in
the judgments of university entrants and students, though they have a foggy notion of
the labor conditions of the experts involved in history and law.

3. The striving for the self-realization was revealed in students within the
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framework of their activities (achievement of a certain result for their future
profession) and the teachers showed this tendency when conducting their professional

activities.
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