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History of sexuality in the context of modern historiographical trends is becoming increasingly important, but in Ukraine the topic is still more or less taboo. The idea that certain things did not exist among our ancestors and this is an exclusive manifestation of modernity ingrained in the mass consciousness. However, it is not completely so. For example, masturbation at the end of the imperial period was considered by public opinion to be a "terrible vice" and a disease, which required an immediate response of the community and doctors. By the way, the reasons for disturbance were objective.
For example, in 1910, teachers recorded several cases of masturbation among teenage schoolchildren in Kharkiv, which alarmed the public and caused its response when confusing information came to the pages of the popular newspaper “Utro”. The level of public response was so high that the school commission and the commission of school doctors decided to conduct a detailed investigation. As a result, it was found that masturbation is very common among high school and university students in the city; and in high school, the "disease" affected up to 80 % out of all students. At the same time, it was found that self-satisfaction came to universities and institutes from high school. It forced the above-mentioned commissions to work with teachers to develop measures for combatting masturbation in urban schools [1].
It should be noted that the institute of school doctors was a part of sanitary supervision and was not effective enough. Each school doctor served from one to four schools and they were paid 120 rubles a year for each school. Due to such low salaries, school doctors paid little attention to their facilities, reducing their work mostly to medical advice during visiting schools and prevention of epidemic diseases that they conducted together with sanitary doctors [2, c. 78]. Therefore, it is unlikely that the problem would have been solved by these disinterested and concerned about other issues people.
However, that topical problem was in sanitary doctors’ focus of attention. That same year, the head of the local sanitary service V. V. Favre, who enjoyed great authority in the city, published the results of the analysis of an anonymous survey on students’ sexual life, sexually transmitted diseases, and masturbation. He was already interested in the problem as a research one and defined its moral aspects as an obstacle to its understanding, nevertheless, still calling it a "vice". His approaches corresponded to the new understanding of nature of the phenomenon that appeared at the turn of 19th and 20th centuries [3, c. 101]. Favre’s questionnaire consisted of 18 short and clear questions. Answers were given by underlining to prevent deanonymization of an author. Survey was focused on men. Questionnaire was offered to students of the Imperial Kharkiv University, Technological and Veterinary Institutes in 1902; 1298 answers were received that was about a half of all students [4, c. 1–3].
When filling out Favre's questionnaire, students often skipped data about masturbation. Out of those who completed it (1,066 people), 683 admitted to masturbating. In addition, the doctor noted numerous omissions and reluctance to fill in these data. Therefore, the figure might have been much higher.
Favre managed to find out that students had started practicing masturbation since sexual maturities that had been 13–14 years old at that time, the apogee had been 15 years old, the time of training at high school, and starting with the beginning of sexual activity it gradually had been coming to its end. At boarding educational institutions such as seminaries, in his opinion, the percentage of those who practiced masturbation could reach 70 %. Out of all respondents, only 4 % did not have sex and did not masturbate at all. V. V. Favre concluded that to refrain from the first or second, or firstly from the second, and then from the first would have been possible almost for none [4, c. 9–10]. Actually, that is why students became one of the categories of visitors to brothels. At that time, in Europe prostitution was considered to be the result of a mismatch between sex desire and the actual possibility of marriage [5, c. 9]. Accordingly, those who did not have enough money often used alternative practices.
Thus, we can take up the position that spread of masturbation among Kharkiv students of the late imperial era was quite wide and covered, according to rather incomplete data, about two thirds. The phenomenon, apparently, could be explained by the mismatch of puberty and a possibility of satisfying sexual needs, but at that time it had continued to be seen as a disease and a cause for public concern.
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