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THE PLASTIC SURGERY FOUNDERS DURING THE WORLD WAR I 
The centenary of the end of World War I as the background for numerous contemporary flashpoints is a good reason to remember the real war horror. Such fear is necessary to prevent the new war. Nothing stresses the WWI character better than a destruction of human body by new weapons and the revolution in the body recovery.
The aim of abstract is to consider contribution of Western and Kharkiv plastic surgeons to rehabilitation of the WWI veterans.
The father of modern plastic surgery was Sir Harold Gillies. He developed a technique that used a patient’s tissue from an undamaged area to cover wounds what helped to avoid rejections [1]. During the WWI he was in France where observed usage of skin grafts for a face repair. On his return to Britain Gillies initiated opening a section for facial injuries and in 1917 headed one of the first hospitals for the treatment of facial injuries – the Queen’s hospital in London.
Francis Derwent Wood was a professor of sculpture who during the WWI established the Masks for Facial Disfigurement Department that worked on production of facial masks from skin safe materials [2]. The operations of the department replaced rubber masks with extremely thin metal masks. Wood’s masks advanced cosmetic surgery as they provided a more realistic effect. 
The Wood’s follower was the American sculptress Anna Coleman Ladd. In 1917 she moved to France where got acquainted with works of Wood and opened «Studio for Portrait Masks» to provide cosmetic masks for disfigured men. 
Soon she expanded her works into prosthetics. In order to resemble and match the body of the recipient, Anna painted the galvanized copper with hard enamel and color to match the soldier’s skin tone and used real hair for the replication of facial hair [3]. That procedure carried out by Anna is known now as “anaplastology”. 
During the WWI Kharkiv was an important rear city with many hospitals. The Kharkiv surgeon Moisei Fabrikant noted that help to maxillofacial wounded at that time was chaotic because soldiers independently searched for the specialized care [4, с. 69]. Due to this such help always was belated.
The exemplary hospital that also provided maxillofacial operations was one founded by the Council of the Congress of Miners of the South of Russia – the most influential business organization in Russian Empire. The head of hospital became a professor of the Kharkiv University Nikolai Trinkler who one of the first surgeons in Russia introduced aseptic method. The hospital supplied all amputees with prostheses [5, с. 9]. Although initially intended to treat injured limbs and having only 10 % of patients with head and face injuries in 1915, the hospital personnel made trepanations and plastic operations [ibid, с. 16]. They included cheek, lips and mouth formation, making a denture, recovery of swallowing and speech for soldiers with jaw injuries [ibid, с. 23–25].
All aforementioned pioneers have not only helped soldiers regain their regular lives back, they have also opened doors to a new world in medicine, cosmetics and art. We can conclude that first steps in professional healing facial injuries were done simultaneously in the Western and Eastern fronts of the WWI. At the same time while in the West plastic surgery was focused on cosmetic tasks and quickly acquired its specific hospitals, in the East surgeons successfully recovered complicated injuries experimentally, without a specialization of that surgery branch.
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