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 The proficiency of the specialty “Technologies of Medical Diagnosing and Treatment” covers not only the ability to perform and analyze the tests that have been made but also consult the doctors-colleagues on the nature and dynamics of specimens and test results. All these tasks should be implemented into the packet of educational and methodological materials for the specialty “Technologies of Medical Diagnosing and Treatment”. That means that future laboratory scientific workers should be acquainted with etiology, epidemiology, clinical presentation, pathophysiology, symptoms and development of the range of diseases that are included into the Master’s curriculum which is entitled “Clinical evaluation of laboratory investigations”. The survey concerning the syllabus design of the English course-book for this specialty (Master’s level) that has been conducted among the teachers of the department of laboratory diagnostics and students studying for the Bachelor’s and Master’s levels in this specialty clarified some important issues. 

           Scientists state that “at the initial stages of ESP, needs analysis consisted in assessing the communicative needs of the learners and the techniques of achieving specific teaching objectives. Nowadays, the needs analysis aims at collecting information about the learners and at defining the target situation and environment of studying ESP” [5, p.54-55]. According to the questionnaires answers 70% of students and 100% of teachers consider that students of the Master’s course should work with scientific texts. It is a question of crucial importance since the main reason that guarantees an efficient classroom dynamics is a valid course-book and its content. Classroom dynamics is a way that a member of the student group interacts with each other, it’s how the groupmates show their feelings and opinions and how they behave as a group. That’s why it seems to be preferred and advisable to include into the English course-book the scientific and reference texts which give the general characteristics, laboratory diagnosis and differential diagnosis of diseases of endocrine, respiratory, cardiovascular, urinary, musculoskeletal, digestive, nervous, reproductive, immune systems, diseases of the skin and blood, management of emergency conditions and cases of emergency surgery. The curriculum demands for future laboratory scientists all-embracing and profound deepening into a logical, coherent and hierarchy structure of a scientific discourse with the aim of understanding of professional instructions and clinical lectures in English, searching for references and scientific data-base, gaining skills in writing a scientific article, etc. 
       We propose such a scheme of an educational unit when the tasks are divided into pre-reading, while-reading and post-reading ones. It doesn’t, of course, mean, that students will only read texts in a lesson and nothing more. Current communicative methods of teaching foreign languages presuppose simultaneous (in the same lesson) practice and production in all four kinds of speech activities. But the objectives of the curriculum for Master’s level of this specialty call for training in speaking, reading, listening and writing on the basis of the texts which are taken from foreign authentic scientific and reference sources. 
        The input of a course-book is of crucial importance: this input ''should foster meaningful communicative use of the language in appropriate contexts'' [3:78]; ''For a teacher designing a course, materials development means creating, choosing or adapting and organizing materials and activities so that students can achieve the objectives that will help them reach the goals of the course’' [3:150].                

      There are certain types of tasks that efficient teachers should rely on. This should include learner-oriented activities, gap filling and problem solving, traditional exercises in vocabulary and grammar training, production and practice. According to K. Bailey, activities “involving information gaps can be used at all levels of instruction to create communicative needs and motivate interaction’’ [1:129]. 

        We propose the text “Bacterial meningitis” for a self-study reading from the course-book “Harrison’s Principles of Internal Medicine” (the 17-th edition, editor-in-chief T.R. Harrison) for the students of the specialty “Technologies of Laboratory Diagnosis and Treatment” (Master’s level) [6, p. 2621, 2623, 2624]. It is worth noting that in the domain of the linguistic genre theory the genre of an information poster has not been thoroughly studied. Following V. Bhatia, we consider a genre as a “…situated linguistic behavior in institutionalized academic or professional settings…” [2, p.629]. J. Harmer defines a genre as “a type of written organization and layout (such as an advertisement, a letter, a poem, a magazine article, etc.) which will be instantly recognized for what it is by members of a discourse community – that is any group of people who share the same language customs and norms” [4, p. 310]. The scientist is sure that textual success often depends on the familiarity of text organization for readers of the discourse community, however small or large that community might be and students should be aware of the genre norms [4, p. 32].

      This also concerns the genre of an information poster. We consider that the usage of this genre for educational objectives will facilitate the implementation of the course tasks, promote student’s motivation in learning the English language and their linguistic and communicative cultures as peculiarities of their professional culture of medical specialists in their future work environments and interactions. That’s why we have included the task of writing an information poster on maintaining hygiene rules in a test laboratory.
We consider it to be possible to include into the course-book for the students of the specialty “Technologies of Medical Diagnosis and Treatment” such tasks: 

Pre-reading tasks. Task 1. Study the key words: safe, goal, emergency, appropriate, stain, predominant, evidence, incidence, space, resemble, debilitate, attach, avoid, assess, acute, prerequisite and rash. Task 2. Find the pairs of synonyms among the given words: to induce, key, common, to spread, to treat, to cure, essential, main, to extend, to explain, onset, widespread, specimen, to be able, to gain, to account for, can, to have, results, to contain, very important, to obtain, paucity, findings, to cause, beginning, sample, deficit. Task 3. Find the pairs of opposites (antonyms) among the given words: efficient, strong, consciousness, rapid, include, slow, exclude, presence, increase, weak, inefficient, decrease, unconsciousness, absence. Task 4. Fill in the table with the nouns and corresponding verbs. Some nouns and some verbs are given. The task is to add the rest of the nouns and verbs. Such words have been given: to involve, reference, invasion, to require, occurrence, injury, to suspect, mimicry, resemblance, and to inflame. Task 5. Analyze the terms: meningitis, encephalitis, thrombophlebitis, cerebritis, nasopharynx, purative, enteric, phagocytosis, opsonization. 
While-reading tasks. Task 6. Read  text 1. Task 7.  Try to guess the meanings of the words in italics answering the questions. 
a) Both the doctor and laboratory scientist should be able to distinguish the symptoms of acute infections of the nervous system.

They should be experts in these diseases, that should characterize these conditions, comparing pathophysiology, etiology, epidemiology, clinical presentation and diagnosis of different types of disorders of the nervous system. What should they be able to do?

b) The bacteria initially colonize the nasopharynx.

It is the first thing the doctor and laboratory scientist have to think about. What does it mean?

Post-reading tasks. Task 8. Among these words choose the odd one: leison, injury, damage, wound, sore, trauma, vaccine, goal, laceration. Task 9. State if these statements are true or false:

1. All immunocompromised patients who have had recent head trauma, have known malignant lesions or CNS neoplasms or have depressed level of consciousness should undergo CT or MRI of the brain after the lumbar puncture (LP).  2.Bacterial meningitis is an acute purulent infection within the subarachnoid space. 3. The incidence of bacterial meningitis has increased dramatically due to widespread use of vaccines. 4.  S. pneumoniae is the most common cause of meningitis in adults of more than 20 years of age. 
Task 10. Fill in the gaps using the words in the box: findings, vomiting, resembles, suspects, involves, safe, depends on, meningitis, responsible, nausea and vomiting, multiplied.

1. In immunocompetent patients with no known history of recent head trauma, a normal level of consciousness, and no evidence of papilledema or focal neurologic deficits, it is considered … to perform LP without prior neuroimaging studies (CT and MRI). 2.  A critical event in the pathogenesis of bacterial … is the inflammatory reaction induced by the invading bacteria. 3. Who is … for cleaning the instruments? 4. “I think the doctor … the cancer but he doesn’t tell us”. 5.  This discipline …  both theoretical and practical studies. 6. The pathologist decided to analyze the …of CSF examination. 7.  The patient’s treatment … on the correct diagnosis. 8.  She … her mother. 9.  He was … blood at this time yesterday.10 … are the most common symptoms of a lot of diseases. 11. Six … by five is thirty.
Task 11. Which of these issues are dealt with in the text? (characteristics of viral meningitis, characteristics of bacterial meningitis, acute infections of the nervous system, the cause of encephalitis, the organisms responsible for bacterial meningitis, chronic meningitis). Task 12. Write down the plan of the text. Task 13. Suggest any other options of the title of the text. Task 14. Answer the questions on the text: Which acute infections of the nervous system do you know? What are the key goals of early management of these diseases? What is the first task in dealing with these diseases? What is the cause of encephalitis? Which organisms are responsible for bacterial meningitis? How are bacteria transported? Why do bacteria multiply quickly within CSF? What prevents the opsonization of bacteria? How is the diagnosis of bacterial meningitis made? Are there any diseases which mimic bacterial meningitis? Task 15.  Make up a list of items described in the text. Task 16. Read text 2 and ask questions to the words in italics: 

Rickettsial disease can resemble bacterial meningitis. The disease may present acutely with high fever, prostration, myalgia, headache, nausea, and vomiting. Most patients develop a characteristic rash within 96 h of the onset of symptoms. It progresses to a petechial rash, then to a purpuric rash and, if untreated, to skin necrosis or gangrene. Petechial skin lesions, if present, should be biopsied. The color of the lesions changes from bright red to very dark red, then yellowish-green to black. The rash typically begins in the wrist and ankles and then spreads within a few hours, involving the palms and soles. Diagnosis is made by immunofluorescent staining of skin biopsy specimens [6, p. 2625]. 
Task 17. Write a letter to yourself from you in the future on the site Futureme.org about what professional activities you have learned to perform in one year after university graduation. (Possible answer: I have done hormone growth test. The usage of the Present perfect tense is preferable). Task 18. Write a blog about whether or not new test laboratories should be built in your city. Task 19. Write your application letter to one of Kharkov’s companies using the phrases and the expressions: I would like to apply for the position of a laboratory scientist as advertised in City Life magazine; I have recently graduated from …; I have had experience of working with …; I also enjoy working with people; I enclose a copy of my CV and I hope you will consider my application for the position; I look forward to hearing from you soon; Yours sincerely, etc.

Task 20. Imagine the conversation between two student trainees and work out the questions that might elicit the information of the text about bacterial meningitis. Task 21. Write an information poster on maintaining hygiene during the flu season in a test laboratory. Possible expressions to be used: 

Follow strict hygiene standards. Constantly wash the hands with antimicrobial soap. Follow the maintenance schedule. No one is allowed without a facemask, etc. Task 22. Role play the situation: a laboratory scientist consults a physician how to identify bacterial meningitis on the basis of laboratory specimen results.
All things considered we can come to the conclusion that educational texts for the students of the specialty “Technologies of Laboratory Diagnosis and Treatment” should be authentic, should have hierarchy structure and should follow the rules of discourse cohesion. It is worth emphasizing that in some units it is advisable to use not one but two texts, one is for reading, the other is for listening (it’s shorter), and the text for reading shouldn’t have few passages, since as we consider the main objective of reading texts for Master’s level is getting acquainted with authentic scientific and reference texts.
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