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      The issue of reading texts for the students of the specialty “Technologies of Medical Diagnosing and Treatment” is very important. Scientific texts for the students of Bachelor’s and Master’s levels differ. Students studying for the Bachelor degree read texts about the tests which are available and performed in any district, city or region laboratory. Texts for Masters describe modern laboratory tests which are made on the basis of advanced methodology and equipment. Texts should include information on the course, diagnosing and symptoms of the diseases since a graduate’s diploma states that a specialist is not only a laboratory scientist but also a doctor. These texts should not only present the information but should help students learn how to understand clinical lectures, job instructions, oral reports about clinical cases. The students should be able to make a report about a clinical case, write a scientific article, discuss symptoms and diagnosing of different diseases, search for scientific data and use them in their professional interaction. The ability to discuss the results of a scientific research with colleagues is also very important. The range of responsibilities of future specialists in this field also includes the ability to diagnose the patients and consult physicians on the test results and patients’ diagnoses.  That’s why it seems preferable and advisable in some units not only to read and listen to one scientific text but to add an additional text which is much shorter than the main one and concentrates on the additional aspects of the topic. One such text is given below (within the topic “Bacterial Meningitis”):

      Text 2. Rickettsial disease can resemble bacterial meningitis. The disease may present acutely with high fever, prostration, myalgia, headache, nausea, and vomiting. Most patients develop a characteristic rash within 96 h of the onset of symptoms. It progresses to a petechial rash, then to a purpuric rash and, if untreated, to skin necrosis or gangrene. Petechial skin lesions, if present, should be biopsied. The color of the lesions changes from bright red to very dark red, then yellowish-green to black. The rash typically begins in the wrist and ankles and then spreads within a few hours, involving the palms and soles. Diagnosis is made by immunofluorescent staining of skin biopsy specimens [6, p. 2625]. 
      It is worth noting that in the domain of the linguistic genre theory the genre of an information poster has not been thoroughly studied. Following V. Bhatia, we consider a genre as a “…situated linguistic behavior in institutionalized academic or professional settings…” [2, p.629]. J. Harmer defines a genre as “a type of written organization and layout (such as an advertisement, a letter, a poem, a magazine article, etc.) which will be instantly recognized for what it is by members of a discourse community – that is any group of people who share the same language customs and norms” [4, p. 310]. The scientist is sure that textual success often depends on the familiarity of text organization for readers of the discourse community, however small or large that community might be and students should be aware of the genre norms [4, p. 32].
      This also concerns the genre of an information poster. We consider that the usage of this genre for educational objectives will facilitate the implementation of the course tasks, promote student’s motivation in learning the English language and their linguistic and communicative cultures as peculiarities of their professional culture of medical specialists in their future work environments and interactions. That’s why we have included the task of writing an information poster on maintaining hygiene rules in a test laboratory. This genre is characterized by abundant usage of modals, imperative constructions and special vocabulary.
      Possible tasks include: Task 1. Write an information poster on maintaining hygiene during the flu season in a test laboratory. Possible expressions to be used: Follow strict hygiene standards. Constantly wash the hands with antimicrobial soap. Follow the maintenance schedule. No one is allowed without a facemask, etc. Task 2. Read text 2 and ask questions to the words in italics. Task 3. What questions can be asked to fill in the gaps? Task 4. Find the terms with the following meanings. Task 5. Write out symptoms mentioned in the text. Task 6. Supply the words to the definitions. Task 7. Match the questions with the head sentences: How is the diagnosis made? What organs are affected by the rash? What is the color of the lesions? What does the rash progress to? What happens within 96 hours of the onset of the symptoms?  What are the symptoms of the Rickettsial disease? (1. Symptoms. 2. Beginning of the rash. 3. Genesis of the rash. 4. The color of the rash. 5. Localization of the rash. 6. Diagnosis.).
       To sum it all up, we may state that the reading texts for Masters should include the information about the symptoms, course and diagnosing of the diseases.
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