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Postpartum septic diseases

Â Puerperal fever (postpartum 
sepsis) - the collective name for 
diseases that caused by infection  
in childbirth. Description of this 
kind of disease is found already in 
Hippocrates. The disease was of an 
epidemic before the establishment 
of the first maternal hospital in the 
XVII century. This disease was 
studied by obstetricians  in 
hospitals in XVIII-XIX centuries.



Ignaz Philipp Semmelweis

Â The cause of the disease was 
discovered in 1847 by Ignaz
Semmelweis, who pointed 
out the need for antiseptics -
his discovery was not 
recognized by 
contemporaries and 
antiseptics have been used in 
surgery and obstetrics only in 
the 1880's.



Ignaz Philipp Semmelweis
Â In 1847, trying to understand the 

causes of postpartum fever (sepsis)in 
many pregnant women, the fact is that 
the mortality rate for hospital births 
(30-40 or even 50%) is far superior to 
death at home birth, Semmelweis
suggested-that infection is bring from 
the  infectious and pathologic 
departments of the hospital and 
ordered the hospital staff to 
decontaminate hands by dipping them 
in a bleach solution before  
manipulation on the pregnant women 
and mothers Mortality rate of women 
and infants dropped more than 7 
times - from 18 to 2.5%.


