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Nowadays, during the time of the Ukrainian nation building, the revival of the names of outstanding figures who contributed greatly to the establishment of the domestic science became very important. Among those scientists whose contribution to the development of the Ukrainian science cannot be overstated was the founder of domestic forensic medicine and criminalistics M. S. Bokarius.
The aim of the given work is to study the early period of the activity of M. S. Bokarius in order to understand how it influenced further development of professor M. S. Bokarius as a scientist.

Professor M. S. Bokarius was born in Odessa in 1869 in the family of the teacher of Rishel’evska gymnasium S. Ph. Bokarius. In 1895 M. S. Bokarius graduated from the medical faculty of the Imperial Kharkiv University. After graduation he took a position of an attending physician not on permanent stuff in the faculty’s surgical clinic. In 1903 he was invited to be a freelance university lecturer at the department of forensic medicine at Kharkiv University.
Till the end of the 19th cent. students of medical and juridical faculties of Russian universities studied forensic medicine mostly on foreign translated textbooks. Only at the beginning of the 20th cent. orignal Russian textbooks came out. One of the first domestic scientists who wrote textbooks on forensic medicine was professor M. S. Bokarius.

The first M. S. Bokarius’ fundamental work was his doctor’s thesis “Florance’s Crystals, their Chemical Nature and Importance for Forensic Medicine”, which he published and successfully defended in 1902. In this work M. S. Bokarius gave an answer to the existing differences among scientists about evidential importance of Florance’s crystals for semen spots. 
The next scientific work of M. S. Bokarius “On the Importance of the Constriction Mark in Hanging” was published in 1904. It was devoted to the problems of microscopic diagnostics of the constriction mark in hanging. M. S. Bokarius described peculiarities of blood distribution in the constriction mark, which allowed to differentiate its intravital character. Beside the latter, he developed methodology for the constriction mark study, which was later named “Bokarius’ test” and widely used by medicolegists till now.
In 1910 M. S. Bokarius received professor’s title and took a position of the head of the department of forensic medicine, which he headed for more than thirty years, till the end of his life.

M. S. Bokarius’ growth as a scientist took place at the beginning of the 20th cent., which was a controversial period in the history of the Russian Empire. He actively participated in the reformation of Ukrainian educational system. M. S. Bokarius became a pioneer in the establishment of an independent domestic forensic medicine and contributed greatly to its further development. 
1. References

2. Бокариус, Н. Н. Работа засл. проф. Н. С. Бокариус в области исследования вещественных доказательств / Н. Н. Бокариус // Сборник рефератов докладов расширенной научной конференции, посвященной 25-й годовщине со дня смерти засл. проф. Н. С. Бокариус. 23 – 26 декабря 1956 года. Х., 1956. – С. 10-11.

3. Колмаков, В. П. Заслуженный профессор Николай Сергеевич Бокариус / В. П. Колмаков // Проблемы криминалистической и судебной экспертизы. Сборник работ, посвященный 25-летнему юбилею института. – Х., 1948. – С. 35 – 41.

4. Лакиза, Б. С. Вклад Н. С. Бокариуса в становление судебно-медицинской экспертизы вещественных доказательств / Б. С. Лакиза // «Бокаріусовські читання»: Матеріали Першої міжнар. наук.-практ. конф. Судових медиків і криміналістів, присвяч.. 75-річ. З дня смерті Засл. Проф. М. С. Бокаріуса (Харків) 8 – 9 груд. 2006 р. – Х., - С. 17 – 19.
