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Genealogy is always hard to research, and especially challenging if the family tree grows since the ancient times. No outside documents and evidences of that time can be found, and in this case the only way is to use subjective information from the oral family history, comparing it to later sources, if possible. This situation occurred during the research of the life path of Sigismund Antonovich Robak, a famous otorhinolaryngologist from Kharkiv of the late 19th and early 20th century. According to the documents of the National Historical Archives of Belarus and the oral family history, the Robaks belonged to the szlachta, nobility of Poland, that is, landed gentry. But the "List of students and nondegree students of the Imperial University in Kharkiv", where our hero studied, clearly indicates that he was an odnodvorets, small holder [14, c. 61]. These are servicemen who, for some reason, were not listed in the Russian nobility. Till 1840 they had the right to own serfs, but in 1866 the odnodvorets stratum was rescinded. However our hero was born in 1857, and therefore, in accordance with the non-retroactivity of Roman law, he could preserve the class status. What is the matter here? 
To clarify the situation, we have to refer to the oral history told by the senior of the Robak family, Polish dissident of the "Sixties" Dr. Krzysztof Robert Robak. We compared his stories to the data from the National Historical Archives of Belarus, where later information is kept.
According to the family oral history, the Robaks family originated from the Chechots, Varangians, which in olden times served Prince Volodymyr the Great, therefore, having moved to serve Boleslaw the Brave, king of Poland. Apparently, this happened during the civil strife of Prince Volodymyr’s sons, when the Poles supported Sviatopolk the Accursed in 1018. In 1023, the family was granted a knighthood virtue (knight’s spurs) for the seizure of the ancient Cherven cities. The Chechots turned into the Robaks upon a pilgrim’s journey of one family member to the Holy Land, which was under the Ottoman rule. It was considered to be a feat then, because after the defeat in the battle of Vienna in 1683, the Turks hated the Poles to death, and such a pilgrimage was really dangerous. By the way, "robak" in Polish means a "worm". The shlyakhtich, pilgrim, assumingly chose a nickname for religious self-denial to show that he was just a "worm before the Lord." Later A. Mickiewicz used this plot in his poem "Pan Tadeusz". It is also known that in 1715, Jan Robak purchased from the Lenkeviches a "bunch of bushes" over the Pripyat river in the Mozyr district (part of the Narayiv’s manor, total area of ​​one voloka (60 hectares) and one serf [33, л. 454-457 об.; 9, л. 620-623 об]. He founded the village of Kustovnitsa (now Gomel Region in Belarus), which became a family seat for the Robaks [12].
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Thus the documents of the National Historical Archives of Belarus show that the Robaks with their family crest "Ogonchik" were listed in the Genealogical book of noble families in accordance with the decision of the Minsk Noble Deputy Meeting of December 29, 1802 [33, л. 122, 454-457 об.]. In the Knighthood Register of the Mozyr district in 1765, the Robaks were referred to as "panowie", which testified to their nobility [10, л. 76 об.-77; 1]. Also, the Robaks were mentioned with the nobility status in documents for 1785, 1786, 1789, 1816, 1818 years [2, л. 32-33; 11, л. 4-5; 8, л. 910-911 об.; 7, л. 8-8 об.; 4, л. 33 об.-34 об.]. And in 1796, in the testimony of the Mozyr governors, it was indicated that at that time the Robaks enjoyed nobility privileges in the Mozyr district for over 170 years and had an ancient Moravian coat of arms "Ogonchik" dating from 1100. The document was accompanied by a color image and description of the family crest "Ogonchik". The testimony is confirmed by the red seals of the gentry representatives (governors) of the Mozyr, Bobruisk, Rechitsa and Minsk districts [7, л. 8-8 об.].

Nevertheless, the Heralds Office refused to grant the nobility till submission of documentary evidence, which, of course, the ancient nobles had not kept [5, л. 197 об.]. "Decree of the Government Senate No.182" of January 12, 1823 confirms non-approval of the nobility [3, л. 122]. Last time, the Robaks were mentioned as the noble family in the "Genealogical Book of noble families", in the letter "R" part, for 1799-1821 with the image of their family crest "Ogonchik" and the description of the family line [6, л. 59-60]. However, litigation had lasted at least until 1839 [5, л. 197 об.]. Although there is a case named "The case of the noble origin of the Robaks for 1802-1876" [7]. Personally Sigismund Robak, a doctor from Kharkiv, was granted nobility thanks to his long-term service upon the achievement of the titular sovetnik 9th grade and, according to his grandson Krzysztof Robak, had a silver-gilt two-headed eagle "ЛД" sign [13].

So we can assert with confidence that the Robaks failed to prove their nobility, and, apparently, they were recorded as the odnodvorets which racily called in Poland – "szaraczkowa szlachta".
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