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MORPHOMETRIC FEATURES OF THE THYMUS
STRUCTURE DUE TO THE INFLUENCE OF XENOBIOTICS

Denis Shyian, Olga Avilova

Human anatomy department (acting head of the department – MD, PhD,
Associate Professor – O.Yu. Vovk)
Kharkiv National Medical University, Kharkiv, Ukraine

Nowadays scientific achievements in various areas of lives have caused the creation of more and more «foreign body
substances» known as xenobiotics. Different chemicals have the detrimental effect on the body systems and, thus, all
humanity. The purpose of this work is to determine the alterations of the white rats’ organometric indexes of the
thymus after xenobiotic induction in 1/10 and 1/100 LD50 doses with the average lethal dose in 5,75 g/kg of the body.
For the study was chosen commonly used polyether that belongs to a group of «Laproxides» - tryglycidyl ether of
polyoxypropylene triol. The research presents a theoretical generalization of the experiment results and establishes
the mechanism of action of this xenobiotic. Were used morphometric, mathematical and statistical methods. The
morphometric investigation revealed the size reduction of the thymus after chemical induction on 7th, 15th, 30th day
with the high degree of authenticity that was proved by the changed morphometric parameters of the organ – weight,
length, breadth, thickness. The analysis of the obtained results allows to state that this substance, in conditions of the
oral administration to the body in the above mentioned doses, can lead to atrophy and thymus dysfunction
Keywords: thymus, organometry, xenobiotics, polyesters

Introduction. Diverse xenobiotics have an immuno-
suppressive effect and, therefore, the organism becomes
responsive to viral, bacterial and parasitic diseases [5]. The
immune system reacts sensitively to a concentration of
chemical substances that are not yet toxic to other systems
of the organism. A huge attention has been paid lately to
study of the impact of extraneous substances from the
external environment on humans and animals [6]. The
impact is mainly due to the high contamination of the
environment by chemical substances used in industry and
agriculture.

Our planet and organisms living on it are influenced by
the pharmaceutical substances, industrial pollution,
pesticides and household chemicals products, food
additives and preservatives. Not an exception the class of
polyethers belonging to the group called “Laproxides”,
which are used in various sectors of the economy for the
obtaining plastics, epoxy resins, lacquers, enamels,
adhesives, etc. For the present research widely used
polyether – tryglycidyl ether of polyoxypropylene triol
(TEPPT) with molecular weight 303 (L-303) was chosen
[4,11]. Manufactures based on polyethers are used in
machine-building, radio engineering, pharmaceutical,
chemical, aviation, automotive and other branches of the
national economy.

The immune system plays a crucial role in maintaining
health; however, accumulating evidence indicates that this
system can be the target for immunotoxic effects caused by
a variety of chemicals including the environmental
pollutants. The thymus is a primary lymphoid organ that
manifests dynamic physiological changes as animal age in
addition to being exquisitely sensitive to stress and toxic

insult [1,2,7]. It is typically the first lymphoid tissue to
respond to immunotoxic xenobiotics. Àccording to the
National Toxicology Program [4] decrease in thymus
weight is often the first indicator of toxic action of a
xenobiotic on the immune system.

In concordance with scientists, xenobiotics have found
wide enough experimental works on animal, wide range of
tests demonstrate that they meet the requirements to study
the influence of substances which are continuously in
contact with the humans [9,10]. However, nowadays, there
is a small number of research papers regarding this course.
[3,4,8]. Pursuant to the investigated literature, there is a
complete absence of the data about morphofunctional
changes in the immune system organs makes it vital to study
the problem in a deeper aspect.

Connection to scientific topics and plans. The given
experimental work has been done in accordance with the
plan of scientific research of the Human anatomy
department of the Kharkiv National Medical University on
the research topic: «Morphological features of the organs
and systems of the human body at the stages of
ontogenesis», (number of the state registration
0114U003388).

The aim of the research This study was undertaken to
elucidate the structural changes that occur in the thymus
experimentally induced by TEPPT, exactly the linear
dimensions and the weight of the rodents’ thymus.

Material and Methods The investigation was
conducted on 72 outbred WAG male matured rats weighing
200±10g. Animals were randomly divided into 2 groups
according to the dose intake, and each of two groups was
subdivided into two subgroups. The first subgroup was
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control animals (3 groups with 6 animals in each) and the
second one was experimental animals (3 groups with 6
animals in each). The control and experimental groups
consisted of the animals of the same age. The intact group
was fed with a regular diet and received an appropriate
amount of water. All laboratory animals were maintained in
the conventional environment of KhNMU vivarium in a
controlled-temperature room t 20±2°C, humidity 65±10%.
The groups of the experimental animals were formed
according to the dose of induced polyether, 1/10 and 1/100
LD50 respectively, and the length of administration: 7 days,
15 days and 30 days. Aqueous solutions of TEPPT at the
above mentioned doses in conversion to average lethal dose
to 5.75 g/kg of the animal body were administered
endogastrically with a metal feeding tube on an empty
stomach in the morning. Food intake and body weight were
measured every 2 days. At the end of the investigation,
thymus was extracted and the changes were observed.
Firstly, the linear dimensions were thoroughly measured by
digital caliper without detachment of the adipose tissue in
order to save the proper anatomical structure of the fragile
organ. Afterwards primary lymphoid organ was
scrupulously cleaned from adipose tissue to be weighted on
the analytical balance. Obtained results were noted down
and statistically processed. All rodents were killed
according to European Convention for the Protection of
Vertebrate Animals (Strasbourg, 18.03.1986), principles of
Ukrainian law ¹3447-IV about the protection of animals
from cruel treatment. Taking into account the rhythm of
immune system functioning, material intake has been done
at the same time of the day. Used methods: morphometric,
mathematical, statistical.

Results. The primary lymphoid organ – thymus in the
rats is located in the thoracic cavity, in the upper part of the
anterior mediastinum, right behind the breastbone,
approximately in the shape of a triangle facing by the apex
the gorge, consists of two asymmetrical, flattened in
anterior-posterior parts, divided by a thin layer of the
connective tissue.

It was established that during all course of the
experiment in the male-mature WAG rats occurs reduction
of the absolute indices of weight, length, breadth, and
thickness of the thymus, which were estimated in
comparison to the intact group. The severity reduction of
the thymus weight and linear dimensions after each period
of investigation of the different doses of TEPPT in
comparison to the control indexes wasn’t alike. (Table1,
Table2).

Thus, the thymus weight of the control animals in the
first group of the rodents that received TEPPT in a dose 1/
10LD50 decreased from 298.5±7.16mg to 219.33±4.60,
corresponds to the accidental involution of the thymus at
this age of the rats. Nevertheless, the thymus weight due to
the 1/10LD50 TEPPT administration reduced by 34.03%,
27.81%, and 20,68% on the 7th, 15th, 30th days respectively
in comparison to the control group (Table1). All the indexes
were considered to be extremely statistically significant
(p<0.001). Thymus weight of the control animal during the
period of observation has decreased from 286.83±7.36 to

266.5±4.08 in the second experimental group that received
TEPPT in a dose 1/100 LD50. In comparison to the control
group, changes in the experimental group occurred in the
weight which were shown as a reduction by 13.19% (on 7th

day), 11.08 (on 15th day), 10.74% (on 30th day). All the
indexes were considered to be extremely statistically
significant (p<0.001), even though the impact of the 1/100
dose was less detrimental than 1/10 dose. In both groups of
the TEPPT influence can be distinguished abrupt reduction
of the weight on the first period of experiment termination –
the 7th day and then diminution gradually continues.

The analysis of the thymus organometric indexes has
shown that at all terms of the experiment the length,
breadth, and thickness of the organ had a tendency to
diminution. The reduction severity in the thymus linear
dimensions was not the same at different times of
observation. Regarding the abrupt reduction of weight on
the 7th day the same was happening with the linear
dimensions, where more changes had appeared in the
thickness of the thymus as it’s the smallest organometric
index in the control animals.

The 1/10LD50 dose of TEPPT had a more severe impact
than 1/100LD50 dose (Table1, Table2). In the 1st group, the
length decreased by 14%, 9.36%, 8.51% on the 7th, 15th and
30th days of observation respectively in comparison to
control animals. The breadth of the thymus had decreased
by 22.8%, 17.76% and 18.22% at the same periods of
observation comparing to control group. The highest
number of reduction was noted in the thickness of the
thymus which is 30.03%, 20.13% and 18.22% in
comparison to intact animals (Fig1). By conventional
criteria, this difference is considered to be extremely
statistically significant (p<0.001).

Fig1. Linear measurements of the thymuses of the 1st experimental
group by digital caliper.1 – Thymus on the 7th day of the TRPPT impact

in 1/10LD50, 2 – Thymus on the 15th day of the TRPPT impact in 1/
10LD50; 3 - Thymus on the 30th day of the TRPPT impact in 1/10LD50; 4

and 5 – thymuses of the control group of the animals.

Within the course of the experiment after the exogenous
factor influence of the 1/100 LD50 TEPPT length of the
animal thymus tended to reduce by 8.05%, 6.69%, 6.2%,
breadth decreased by 10.92% on the 7th day of the
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investigation, by 8.02% on the 15th and by 7.75% on the last
30th day. Occurred changes in the thickness, where it
decreases by 14.37%, 9.04% and 8.14% on the 7th,15th,30th

days respectively (Table2, Fig2). All received results are in
comparison to the intact animals considered to be extremely
statistically significant (p<0.001).

The greatest reduction in the morphological parameters
such as weight, length, breadth, thickness during the study
of impact of widely used polyether in different doses is
observed on the 7th day (1 period of experiment termination)
and then the indexes approximately stabilize at the same
level, which probably proves the formation of adaptive
reactions of the organism to this period.

Fig2. Thymus cleaned from the adipose tissue of the 2nd experimental
group – the impact of the TEPPT in the dose 1/100 LD50

 

Table 1.
Dynamics of changes in the organometric parameters of the mature rats’ thymus after the effect of the 1/10 LD50 dose of

xenobiotic in different periods of observation (M±m, n=36)

Groups of the animals Weight (gr) Length  (mm) Breadth (mm) Thickness (mm) 
Control group 1 298.5±7.16 16.00±0.03 9.52±0.02 3.93±0.03 
 7th day of experiment 196.83±13.00* 13.76±0.21* 7.35±0.02* 2.75±0.04* 
Control group  2 293.83±4.66 15.92±0.02 9.46±0.11 3.18±0.15 
15th day of experiment 211.83±14.64 14.43±0.14* 7.78±0.02* 2.54±0.03 
Control group 3 276.5±3.52 15.88±0.10 9.38±0.06 3.02±0.07 
30th day of experiment 219.33±4.60* 14.53±0.12* 7.80±0.03* 2.47±0.04* 

 Note:* -  p<0.0001 in comparison to the control group

Table2.
Dynamics of changes in the organometric parameters of the mature rats’ thymus after the effect of the 1/100 LD50 dose of

xenobiotic in different periods of observation (M±m, n=36)
 

Groups of the animals Weight (gr) Length  (mm) Breadth (mm) Thickness (mm) 
Control group 1 286.83±7.36 16.03±0.30 9.44±0.02 3.55±0.01 
 7th day of experiment 249±3.98 14.74±0.02 8.41±0.02* 3.04±0.03* 
Control group  2 274±4.81 15.95±0.02 9.36±0.01 3.10±0.03 
15th day of experiment 243.66±5.42 14.90±0.06* 8.61±0.02* 2.82±0.02* 
Control group 3 268.66±4.52 15.81±0.02 9.30±0.01 2.95±0.02 
30th day of experiment 266.5±4.08 14.83±0.02* 8.58±0.03* 2.71±0.02* 

 Note:* - p<0.0001 in comparison to the control group

Conclusion
· In response to the administration of investigated

polyether, there is an intensive alteration in the thymus
morphometric parameters, which indicates its active
response to exogenous effects. However, the effect of 1/100
LD50 is less detrimental then 1/10 LD50 according to the
revealed changes, even though the results are statistically
significant.

· Induced TEPPT caused not only weight reduction of
the organ but also decrease of length, breadth, and
thickness, especially in the earlier stages of the experiment
the changes are severely pronounced.

· Among all organometric parameters the most
alterable was revealed is the thickness of the organ,
apparently, it is due to the fact that this index is the smallest
in the control group.

· Particular attention was drawn to the fact that on the
15th and 30th days the changed indexes are almost the same,
compared to the control group which can indicate the
possibility of the thymus to adjust.

· To sum up the results of the morphometric study of
the rats’ thymus, under the impact of the exogenous factor
in the different doses it should be emphasized that subacute
retention of rats under this conditions leads to an abrupt
reliable decrease of all the investigated organometric
parameters. The mass deficiency of this primary lymphoid
organ in the experimental animals of this series is especially
pronounced. This may be a prerequisite for the formation of
a secondary immunodeficiency state in a population
coming in contact with this group of chemicals in different
branches of national economy. Due to provided experiment
can be assumed that thymus is susceptible to this particular
xenobiotic
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Perspectives of further research: In our subsequent
investigation we are aiming to distinguish the features of the
histological alterations of the thymus following exposure to
the different doses of tryglycidyl ether of polyoxypropilene
triol.
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Õàðê³âñüêèé íàö³îíàëüíèé ìåäè÷íèé óí³âåðñèòåò,
Õàðê³â, Óêðà¿íà
Ñòâîðåííÿ ³ âèêîðèñòàííÿ â ð³çíèõ ñôåðàõ æèòòÿ ëþ-

äèíè «÷óæîð³äíèõ ðå÷îâèí» á³ëüø â³äîìèõ ÿê êñåíîá³îòè-
êè â íàø ÷àñ øâèäêîãî òåõíîëîã³÷íîãî ïðîãðåñó ìàº ïà-
ãóáíèé âïëèâ íà ñèñòåìè îðãàí³çìó ³, îòæå, íà âñå
ëþäñòâî. Ìåòà ðîáîòè - âèçíà÷åííÿ åôåêòó âïëèâó êñå-
íîá³îòèê³â íà ìîðôîìåòðè÷í³ ïîêàçíèêè òèìóñà â ï³äãîñò-
ðîìó åêñïåðèìåíò³. Ó äîñë³äæåíí³ ïðåäñòàâëåíî òåîðè-
òè÷íå óçàãàëüíåííÿ ðåçóëüòàò³â åêñïåðèìåíòàëüíîãî
äîñë³äæåííÿ òà âñòàíîâëåíî ìåõàí³çì ä³¿ òðèãë³öèäèëî-
âîãî åô³ðó ïîë³îêñèïðîïèëåíòð³îëà ç ìîðôîëîã³÷íî¿ òî÷-
êè çîðó. Â åêñïåðèìåíòàëüí³é ðîáîò³ âèêîðèñòîâóâàëèñÿ
ìîðôîìåòðè÷í³, ìàòåìàòè÷í³ ³ ñòàòèñòè÷í³ ìåòîäè. Ó ðå-
çóëüòàò³ ââåäåííÿ äîðîñëèì ùóðàì ë³í³¿ Â³ñòàð ïðîñòîãî
ïîë³åô³ðó ³ç ãðóïè «Ëàïðîêñèäè» â äîç³ 1/10 ³ 1/100 ÄË50
ïðè ðîçðàõóíêó ñåðåäíüî ñìåðòåëüíî¿ äîçè â 5,75 ã/êã
ò³ëà òâàðèí íà ïðîòÿç³ 7, 15 ³ 30 äí³â âèÿâëåíå ñòàòèñòè÷-
íî çíà÷èìå çíèæåííÿ ðîçì³ð³â òèìóñó, ùî áóëî ï³äòâåðä-
æåíî çì³íàìè íå ò³ëüêè îðãàíîìåòðè÷íèõ ïàðàìåòð³â
îðãàíó - äîâæèíè, øèðèíè, òîâùèíè, àëå ³ ìàñè òèìóñà.
Àíàë³ç îòðèìàíèõ ðåçóëüòàò³â äîñë³äæåííÿ äàº çìîãó
ñòâåðäæóâàòè, ùî äàíà ðå÷îâèíà â óìîâàõ ïåðîðàëüíîãî
íàäõîäæåííÿ äî îðãàí³çìó ó çàïðîïîíîâàíèõ äîçàõ çäàò-
íà ïðèçâîäèòè äî àòðîô³¿ òà äèñôóíêö³¿ òèìóñó.

Êëþ÷îâ³ ñëîâà: òèìóñ, îðãàíîìåòð³ÿ, êñåíîá³îòèêè,
ïîë³åô³ðè
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Êàôåäðà àíàòîì³¿ ëþäèíè (â.î. çàâ. êàôåäðè –
ä.ìåä.í., äîöåíò, Âîâê Î.Þ.)
Õàðüêîâñêèé íàöèîíàëüíûé ìåäèöèíñêèé óíèâåðñè-
òåò, Õàðüêîâ, Óêðàèíà
Ñîçäàíèå è èñïîëüçîâàíèå â ðàçëè÷íûõ ñôåðàõ æèç-

íè ÷åëîâåêà «÷óæåðîäíûõ âåùåñòâ» áîëåå èçâåñòíûõ
êàê êñåíîáèîòèêè â íàøå âðåìÿ áûñòðîãî òåõíîëîãè÷åñ-
êîãî ïðîãðåññà èìååò ïàãóáíîå âîçäåéñòâèå íà ñèñòåìû
îðãàíèçìà è, ñëåäîâàòåëüíî, íà âñå ÷åëîâå÷åñòâî. Öåëü
ðàáîòû - îïðåäåëåíèå ýôôåêòà âëèÿíèÿ êñåíîáèîòèêà
íà ìîðôîìåòðè÷åñêèå ïîêàçàòåëè òèìóñà â ïîäîñòðîì
ýêñïåðèìåíòå. Â èññëåäîâàíèè ïðåäñòàâëåíî òåîðåòè-
÷åñêîå îáîáùåíèå ðåçóëüòàòîâ ýêñïåðèìåíòàëüíîãî èñ-
ñëåäîâàíèÿ è óñòàíîâëåí ìåõàíèçì äåéñòâèÿ òðèãëèöè-
äèëîâîãî ýôèðà ïîëèîêñèïðîïèëåíòðèîëà ñ
ìîðôîëîãè÷åñêîé òî÷êè çðåíèÿ. Â ýêñïåðèìåíòàëüíîé
ðàáîòå èñïîëüçîâàëèñü ìîðôîìåòðè÷åñêèå, ìàòåìàòè-
÷åñêèå è ñòàòèñòè÷åñêèå ìåòîäû. Â ðåçóëüòàòå ââåäåíèÿ
âçðîñëûì êðûñàì ëèíèè Âèñòàð ïðîñòîãî ïîëèýôèðà èç
ãðóïïû «Ëàïðîêñèäû» â äîçå 1/10 è 1/100 ÄË50 ïðè ðàñ÷¸-
òå ñðåäíå ñìåðòåëüíîé äîçû â 5,75 ã/êã òåëà æèâîòíûõ íà
ïðîòÿæåíèè 7, 15 è 30 äíåé îòìå÷åíî ñíèæåíèå ðàçìå-
ðîâ òèìóñà ñ âûñîêîé ñòåïåíüþ äîñòîâåðíîñòè, ÷òî
áûëî ïîäòâåðæäåíî èçìåíåíèÿìè íå òîëüêî îðãàíîìåò-
ðè÷åñêèõ ïàðàìåòðîâ îðãàíà - äëèíû, øèðèíû, òîëùèíû,
íî è ìàññû òèìóñà. Àíàëèç ïîëó÷åííûõ ðåçóëüòàòîâ èñ-
ñëåäîâàíèÿ ïîçâîëÿåò óòâåðæäàòü, ÷òî äàííîå âåùåñòâî
â óñëîâèÿõ ïåðîðàëüíîãî ïîñòóïëåíèÿ â îðãàíèçì â
ïðåäëîæåííûõ äîçàõ ñïîñîáíî ïðèâîäèòü ê àòðîôèè è
äèñôóíêöèè òèìóñà.

Êëþ÷åâûå ñëîâà: òèìóñ, îðãàíîìåòðèÿ, êñåíîáèîòè-
êè, ïîëèýôèðû


