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A world famous Ukrainian philosopher and educator, writer and teacher Grygoriy Savych Skovoroda was born in Chernuhy province in Poltava region in 1722 in the family of Cossacks who in the peace time became peasants. Skovoroda got his primary education in the provincial school, where his great talents, curiosity and love for church canons singing were revealed and developed. At the age of 16 he entered Kyevo-Mohyla Academy that was one of the most prestigious educational establishments for that period of time in Ukraine. But in 1742 his education was ceased for a short period of time as he was taken to the Tsar Elizabeth royal chapel. In two years he came back to Kyev and continued his studies in the Academy, where he studied theology, philosophy, ancient literature, classic and modern languages. Having a great desire to widen his knowledge Skovoroda accepted the invitation of hetman Vyschnevskyi to accompany him abroad as his interpreter. His travelling through the countries of Western Europe lasted for two and a half years and had a great influence on Skovoroda’s spiritual development and his philosophic ideas formation. Being abroad he attended lectures at different universities, met famous scientists, studied new scientific literature. After his coming back to Ukraine he was invited to deliver lectures in poetry at Pereyaslav collegium. But later he had to leave this position due to the conflict which emerged because of some misunderstanding between a young scientist with rather independent character and the collegium superiors. Also Skovoroda wasn’t able to work neither as a teacher in the theological seminary of the Holy Trinity Lavra at Sergiyev-Posad nor as a tutor of landowners’ children for a long period of time.
Skovoroda’s mature years are closely connected with Slobozhanshchina, particularly Kharkiv. In 1759 he was invited to Kharkiv collegium for the position of a teacher of poetics and other humanitarian subjects. In spite of the fact that during the 10 years of his work in the collegium he was discharged from work for three times due to some controversial situations, he was invited again for the same position for his strong mind and profound knowledge. 

G. Skovoroda was highly appreciated as a philosopher and scientist and his original study was accepted with great interest by the collegium youth, what is witnessed by the memoirs of his numerous students. But in 1769 Skovoroda was blamed in subverting the fundamentals of the church and state and was discharged from his work for ever. From this time he became a wandering philosopher, peregrinated along Ukraine, mainly towns and villages of Kharkiv region. Besides Kharkiv he often visited Babayi, Valki, Velykiy Burluk, Gusyntsy, Ohtyrka, Pan-Ivanivka, Popivtsy and had very friendly relationships with many educated people of that time. He was warmly received in the Donets-Zaharzhevskiys’, Kovalinskiys’, Mechnikovs’ families.
G. Skovoroda wrote about 20 philosophic treatises and dialogues, the most important among them are “The Door to Christian Good Conduct”, “Narcissus. Know Thyself”, “Simphony, The Ashan Book about Knowledge Thyself”, “Dialogue Among Five Travelers” etc. He developed his original philosophical system, in which ideas of ancient philosophers were combined with moral-ethic concepts of Christianity. According to Skovoroda’s conception, the happiness of a person is in him/herself and labour in compliance with personal inclination. Social, philosophic and moral-ethic views of the philosopher found their reflection in his literary creative activity. 

In 1769-1774 while staying in Babayi village Skovoroda wrote about 30 fables, which later were compiled in the “Fables of Kharkiv” collection. This collection of fables he dedicated to his friend P.F. Pankov. The collection of fables was accompanied by a letter in which he expressed his views about the fable genre. The philosopher thought that the most characteristic feature of the fable is its truth reflection. Though some fables have traditional fable plots that trace their roots from Aesop, the majority of them are original works depicting characteristic phenomena of that time social life. In his fables Skovoroda dispraises willingness to be rich, contempt for labour, striving for glory and pleasures.
The poetry collection “Garden of Divine Songs” was written in 1757-1758. It takes the most important place in Skovoroda’s creative activity. It includes 30 poetic works, which can be referred to spiritual lyrics genre, as all of them are based on the Bible motives and plots. The poet processed the Bible plots in the spirit of his own philosophy, appealing to real life and native Ukrainian nature. The most popular song was the tenth song called “To Every Town its Morals and Rights”, which became a folk song and was sung by the kobza players until the end of the XIX-th century. Later this song’s transformed version was included in the play “Natalka Poltavka” written by I. Kotlyarevskiy. 
Skovoroda’s creative activity as a thinker, teacher and writer had a great influence on the development of Ukrainian literature. It was acknowledged by Ukrainian writers from Kotlyarevskiy and Shevchenko to Franko and Tychina. “Grygoriy Skovoroda and his creative activity, – I. Franko wrote, – is a very significant phenomenon in the history of Ukrainian literature development, he may be considered as the most outstanding spiritual personality of the XVIII-th century”.
There is only one scientific research laboratory which studies the life and literary scientific heritage of G. S. Skovoroda in Ukraine. It has existed on the basis of Kharkiv National Pedagogical University which is bearing his name for many years. The laboratory is supervised by the world famous scientist Leonid Ushkalov whose works were granted for the State Prize. 
There are many memorable places connected with Skovoroda’s life and his creative activity in Ukraine. One of them is the house in Babayi where the philosopher lived at Yakov Pravitskiy’s place his collegium student and friend. There is a monument to Skovoroda and a memorial museum in Pan-Ivanivka village later Skovorodynivka where Skovoroda was buried. A lot of exhibits characterizing his life and creative activity have been collected, the room where the philosopher lived and died has been restored. In 1992 two monuments to G.S. Skovoroda were erected in Kharkiv: the first one is in the yard of the Pedagogical University named after Skovoroda and the second one is in the city center near the house of the former collegium where he worked.
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