Міністерство охорони здоров’я України 

Харківський національний медичний університет

History of Ukraine and Ukrainian Culture

Історія України та української культури

Guidelines for seminars 
for English-speaking students
Методичні вказівки до семінарських занять для англомовних студентів
Ухвалені Вченою радою університету

протокол  № 2  від 23 лютого 2017 року

Харків 
ХНМУ 
2017
History of Ukraine and Ukrainian culture. Guidelines for seminars for English-speaking students / N. Martynenko, I. Robak. – Kharkiv : KhNMU, 2017. – 20 p.

Історія України та української культури. Методичні вказівки до семінарських занять для англомовних студентів / 
Н. Мартиненко, І. Робак. – Харків : ХНМУ, 2017. –  20 с.

Topic 1: Ancient history and culture of Ukraine
Topicality: Subject of the course “History of Ukraine and Ukrainian culture” is a complex study. It studies Ukrainian state and people in the past and nowadays. History also examines and analyzes the sequence of events, causes and effects that determined events

General aim: Give a basic knowledge about historical sources and periods of Ukrainian historical development.

Specific goals and skills: To form the skill of system thinking, the skill of using the historical approach in understanding of historical processes.  

Theoretical points for discussion:

1. Subject of «History of Ukraine and Ukrainian Culture». Historical sources and Historiography.

2. Tribes and people, inhabited Ukrainian territory in the ancient time (the Trypillians, the Cimmerians, the Scythians, the Sarmatians, the Greeks, the Goths, the Huns).

3. Early Slavonic tribes.

4. Main features of primitive culture. Culture of Early Slavonic tribes.

Questions for self-control:

1. What is the subject of History?

2. What is Historiography?

3. What do you know of historical sources?

4. Which classifications of historical sources do you know?

5. What do you know of the earliest history of Ukraine?

6. What do you know of the earliest history of your country?

7. What are the main features of primitive culture?

Variants of compulsory task:

8. Give a characteristic of the people inhabited this territory in the ancient time. Put the information in the chart:

	1.
	Time of coming here
	

	2.
	Area of settling
	

	3.
	Social organization
	

	4.
	Kinds of settlements
	

	5.
	Way of life
	

	6.
	Contribution to the history of this land
	


Information:

9. When did chronicles mention of Slavonic tribes at the first time? 

10. What was the area of their settling?

11. How did the ancient chroniclers describe Slavonic people?

12. What were the main activities of Early Slavs?

13. Which features of primitive culture do you know?

14. Which features of Slavonic culture can you mention?

Topics for synopsizes:

15. The earliest history of the mankind.

16. First civilizations in different regions and continents.

17. Peculiarities of primitive cultures.
18. The Migration period in Europe (4th – 7th centuries A.D.).

19. Greek colonization.

Practical creative tasks:

1. Make a crossword for this topic.

New terms: History, culture, historical sources, civilization, mentality, animism, totemism, magic, fetishism, artifact, material sources, ethnographic sources, linguistic sources, folklore sources, written sources, autochthonous population,the Cimmerians, the Scythians, the Sarmatians, the Greeks, the Goths, the Huns, Migration period, Greek colonization, Cucuteni-Trypillian culture, the Early Slavs.
Short Guidelines:

Discussing the point of “Subject of «History of Ukraine and Ukrainian Culture», it is necessary to inform foreign students about periods and the main events of Ukrainian history, to highlight the social-economic and political development of Ukraine, to characterize the stages of Ukrainian statehood, to describe the activities of different organizations and historical figures in Ukrainian lands. It is compulsory to analyse the points, related to the kinds of historical sources.

Description of life and activities of tribes and people, inhabited Ukrainian territory in the ancient time (The Trypillians, the Cimmerians, the Scythians, the Sarmatians, the Greeks, the Goths, the Huns) should accompanied by completing a chart and there is a sense to put the information in it, paying the attention to such points: time of coming here, area of settling, social organization, kinds of settlements, way of life, contribution to the history of this land.

Early Slavonic tribes were presented by Zarubyntsi and Chernyakhiv cultures. Agriculture was their main activity. Their settlements had no precise plan of building; wooden houses were clayed, sometimes houses were rebuilt; people of this culture were settled as a peasants and had domestic animals; they were skillful in handicrafts; they knew fusing of iron and blacksmith’s affair; had loom and produced linen and woolen clothes; they made ceramics with the help of potter’s wheel. 
Answer for the last point has to contain the information about peculiarities of material culture of Early Slavonic tribes. There is a sense to pay students’ attention on such things: their settlements usually were situated on the Southern banks of rivers, they lived by groups not far from each other; they lived in dugouts with a stone stove inside; died fellows they mostly burnt; they did not know the potter’s wheel, made ceramics by hands; they had original jewelry and tools.

Topic 2: Princely Era (9th century – 1340’s of 14th century)
Topicality: Kyivan Rus was a specific phenomenon in European medieval development from 9th up to the mid.13th century. It was formed in the world context, and had original features. Political, social, household, and artistic achievements of that period became the basis for the further development of Ukraine and its culture 
General aim: to search the specific character of Ukrainian historical development in the context of European Middle Ages

Specific goals and skills: To form the skill of comparative thinking, the skill of using the historical approach in understanding of processes and their influence on the social and cultural life in Ukrainian lands.  

Theoretical points for discussion:

1. Formation and main periods of Kyivan Rus development, its social-economic and political system.
2. Causes of declining and consequences of feudal fragmentation of Kyivan State.
3. History of Galicia-Volhynian principality. Political map of Ukraine in the mid. of 14th century.
4. Culture of Princely Era.

Questions for self-control:

1. When Kyivan Rus adopted Christianity?

2. What were the reasons of baptizing of Kyivan Rus?

3. What were the main features of early feudal states?

4. Which branches of economy developed in Kyivan Rus?

5. Who of Kyiv Princes made a lot for cultural development of Kyivan Rus?
6. Which subcultures co-existed in Kyiv period of these lands?

7. What do you know about the development of education in Kyiv and Galicia-Volhynia? 

Variant of compulsory task:

Put the information about peculiarities of Kyiv Princes’ policy in the chart:

	Name 
of a ruler
	Main points 
of internal policy
	Main points 
of external policy

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Information:

8. Development of medicine in Kyivan Rus.

9. Kyivan Rus like a state of cities.

10. Specific character of agriculture in Kyivan Rus.

11.  Education in Galicia and Volhynia.

Topics for synopsizes:

12.  Christianity and baptizing of Kyivan Rus.
13.  Education and science in Kyivan Rus.

14.  The Normanist and anti-Normanist theories.

15.  Peculiarities of diplomatic relations of Kyiv, Galicia, and Volhynia with neighbouring principalities.
16.  Fragmentation of Kyivan Rus.

Practical creative tasks:

17. Make a presentation for the topic “Culture of Kyivan Rus”.
New terms: the Varangians, the Normanist and anti-Normanist theories, Grand Prince, natural economy, early feudal monarchy, feudal fragmentation, Mongol-Tatar invasion, Golden Horde, label for governing, feudalism, Catholic and Orthodox Churches, polytheism, monotheism.
Short Guidelines:
Discussing of the first point of the theme “Formation and main periods of Kyivan Rus’ development, its social-economic and political system” has to concentrate around such points: peculiarities of history and geographical position of Kyiv lands between Europe and Asia; existence of transit ways from the East  to the West and from the North to the South, which gave the chance for economic and cultural exchange between different cultures; migration of population at that time also helped to the development. 

Among the causes of declining and consequences of feudal fragmentation of Ruthenian State, it is necessary to mention such ones: big size of the territory, hostile relations between rulers of different principalities, natural economy, etc.
In the formation of Galicia-Volhynia principality an important part played famous leaders of Galicia and Volhyn’ (Volodymyrko Volodarevych, Yaroslav Osmomysl, and others). There is a sense to give short information about them and their activity on the formation of united state. 
Describing the culture of Princely Era it is necessary to underline that the culture developed in many fields. Students have the chance to give the information about different arts and handicrafts’ development.
Topic 3: Lithuanian-Polish and Cossack period
 (mid.14th – late 17th centuries) 

Topicality: Second half of 14th – the first half of 17th centuries was very complicated and contradictive period in the development of Ukraine. Ukraine had lost the state (Kyivan Rus) and appeared in frames of political and cultural influences of other states. In spite of that exactly at this period the main conditions for the national cultural revival had formed. Ukrainians started to feel their ethnic identity and adopted the best examples of European cultural trends of Renaissance and early Baroque. Period of mid.-to-late 17th – 18th centuries was the “Golden Age” of Ukrainian culture. 
General aim: Investigation and understanding of specific features of historical process of this period. 

Specific goals and skills: To form the skill of comparative thinking, the skill of using the historical approach in understanding of processes and their influence on the development of Ukrainian lands

Theoretical points for discussion:

1. Social-economic and political development of Ukrainian lands in 14th –the first half of 17th centuries.

2. Phenomenon of Ukrainian Cossacks from the beginnings up to 1630’s. Zaporizhian Sich.

3. Causes, driving forces and chronology of Khmelnychchyna.

4. Social-economic and political development of the Hetmanate in mid.-to-late 17th century.

5. Peculiarities of Ukrainian cultural development under the domination of Lithuania and Poland. Originality of Ukrainian Cossacks’ culture.
Questions for self-control:

1. Which peculiarities of social-economic development of these lands in 14th -17th centuries can you mention?
2. Why were the political process in this period so complicated?

3. Who were Cossacks?
4. What was Zaporizhian Sich and what was its structure?

5. What was the particular feature of Lithuanian domination in Ukrainian lands?

6. Why did Polish domination in Ukrainian lands faced with a hostility of native population?

7. Why Ukrainian Cossack culture had an original character? 
Variant of compulsory task:

Compare peculiarities of Lithuanian and Polish domination in Ukrainian lands.
Information:

8. Cossacks and their state Zaporizhian Sich.
9. Famous Cossack leaders.

10. Main principles of Cossack self-government.
11. Cossack Baroque.

Topics for synopsizes:

12. Social structure of Ukrainian society in 14th – 17th centuries. 

13. Bohdan Khmelnytsky as a leader of Liberation war.

14. Famous architects and the main artistic styles of 14th-17th centuries in Ukraine.

15. Ruin in Ukrainian lands.

16. Secondary and high education in Ukraine in 14th – 17th centuries.

Practical creative task:
17. Prepare a presentation devoted to Cossacks.
New terms: expansion, «velvet penetration», Grand Duchy of Lithuania, Krevo Union, Rzecz Pospolita, Liublin Union, Union of Brest, «Wild Field», Cossacks, Zaporizhian Sich, Hetman, registered Cossacks, national-liberation war, the Hetmanate, sloboda, Slobidska Ukraine, Orthodox brotherhoods, cultural assimilation, Greek-Catholic Church.

Short guidelines:

Describing social-economic and political development of Ukrainian lands in 14th –the first half of 17th centuries it is necessary to pay the attention on the development of new kinds of households in agriculture (filvarky). There is a sense to compare the attitude of Lithuanian and Polish official bodies to Ukrainian population. 
Investigating the phenomenon of Ukrainian Cossacks from the beginnings up to 1630’s students should understand the reasons of the formation of Zaporizhian Sich. At the seminar, they could discuss the points related to the social structure and main principles of Cossack state.
The central point of the seminar has to be devoted to causes, driving forces and chronology of Khmelnychchyna. It is necessary to pay the attention on changes in economic and political processes in Ukrainian lands after the incorporation to Russia.
Analysis of social-economic and political development of the Hetmanate in mid.- to - late 17th century will explain the formation of a big number of problems, which Ukraine had to solve during the long period of time.

This topic gives the chance for the detail investigation of peculiarities of Ukrainian cultural development under the domination of Lithuania and Poland. Students have to pay the attention on the originality of Ukrainian Cossack culture.

Topic 4: Ukraine in Modern time 
(18th – early 20th centuries)
Topicality: In the scientific works devoted to the investigation of Ukrainian culture in late 18th – early 19th centuries there is a term “national revival”. It was the compulsory process of the national formation. In this topic, we present and analyze all the periods of Ukrainian national revival. 

General aim: The key point of the topic is the investigation of new approaches to the problem of political and cultural sub-division of Ukrainian lands in 19th – early 20th centuries. 

Specific goals and skills: To form the skill of comparative thinking, the skill of using the historical approach in understanding of historical and cultural processes and their influence on the life of Ukrainians.
Theoretical points for discussion:

1. Policy of Ivan Mazepa: goals and result. Complete elimination of Ukrainian autonomy in 18th century.

2. Social-political system and the development of Right-Bank Ukraine in 18th century.

3. Social-economic and political development of Ukrainian lands under Russian state domination in 19th – early 20th centuries.

4. Social-economical and political development of West Ukraine under Habsburg empire.

5. Evolution of social-political life in Ukraine 19th – early 20th century.

6. Ukrainian culture of Modern time. Periods of Ukrainian national-cultural revival.

Questions for self-control:

1. What were the reasons of I. Mazepa policy in relations with Sweden at early 18th c.? 

2. Why Russia started to limit the autonomy of Ukraine?

3. Describe the peculiarities in social-economic and political development of Ukrainian lands under Russian and Austrian domination.

4. Which kind of political organizations existed in Ukraine in 19th century? What ideas did they have for the liberation of Ukrainian population?

5. Educational policy of governments in Ukrainian lands.

6. Which official documents regulated the attitude to Ukrainian language?

Variant of compulsory task:
Complete the chart of comparison of the position of Ukrainian peasants in Austrian and Russian empires.
Information:

7. Constitution of Cossack state by Pylyp Orlyk.
8. Demolishing of Zaporizhian Sich by Catherine II.

9. Social processes in Ukrainian society in late 18th century.

10. Decembrists’ movement in early 19th century.

11. Educational reforms in Russian empire in 19th century.

12. Foundation of Kharkiv University. 

Topics for synopsizes:

13. Ukrainian lands between two empires: peculiarities of official policies.
14. High educational enterprises in Ukrainian lands. Universities and institutes.

15. Ukrainian cultural revival of late 18th –early 20th centuries.

16. Peculiarities of Peasant reforms in Austrian-Hungarian and Russian empires.

17. Famous cultural figures of Ukraine.

Practical creative task:

Prepare theses for students’ scientific conference 

New terms: serfs, state peasantry, the industrial revolution, national revival, Decembrists, constitutional monarchy, autocracy, Cyril and Methodius brotherhood, narodovtsi, khlopomany, Chief Rus’ Council, political party, capitalism, Cossack Baroque, classicism, romanticism, realism, eclecticism.

Short Guidelines:

It is necessary to start the class from the analysis of policy of Ivan Mazepa, its goals and results. There is a sense to show that Russia finished the complete elimination of Ukrainian autonomy by the late 18th century.

It would be more informative to give the description of social-political system and the development of Ukrainian lands in both empires in comparison, paying the attention on the results of governmental policies in both states in agricultural and industrial sectors of economy.

It is necessary to show the evolution of social-political life in Ukraine 19th – early 20th century. At this seminar, there is a sense to give the analysis for the problems in Ukrainian lands and political forces, which were ready to struggle for the liberation.
In conclusion, it is necessary to make a presentation, devoted to the development of Ukrainian culture in Modern time and give a detail characteristic of periods of Ukrainian national-cultural revival.
Topic 5: Ukraine of the Newest period (1914 – early 21st century)
Topicality: 20th century was one of the most dramatic periods for historical and cultural development of Ukraine. Revolutions of early 20th century encouraged activation of national movement. Ukraine tried to fight for its independence. It was complicated and contradictive process. In the period 1917 - 1920’s some Ukrainian governments changed each other: Central Council, the Hetmanate, the Directory and ZUNR (Western Ukrainian People’s Republic) did their best to provide changes in Ukrainian society.     
General aim: to investigate the principles of cultural policy of all the governments

Specific goals and skills: To form the skill of comparative thinking, the skill of using the historical approach in understanding of processes and their influence on the cultural life in Ukrainian lands

Theoretical points for discussion:

1. Ukraine during the World War I. Periodization and results of Ukrainian revolution (1917-1921).

2. Ukrainian lands on the European political map in 1920’s – 1930’s. Their social-economic and political situation under Bolshevik, Polish, Romanian, and Czechoslovak governments.

3. Periodization of World War II and brief characteristic of periods. Political results of World War II for Ukraine.

4. Social-economic and political development of USSR after World War II. Crisis of Soviet society and its effect in Ukraine (late 1980’s – early 1990’s). Ukrainian Declaration of independence. Reformation of social-political and economic system in 1990’s – 2000’s. «Orange revolution» (2004) and «Revolution of Dignity» (2014). Path to European integration.

5. General characteristic and specificity of Ukrainian culture in the Newest period.

Questions for self-control:

1. What were the reasons of Ukrainian revolution?

2. Which one was the complicated point for the development    
of education in Ukraine (1917)?

3. Which important events in happened in the time of Pavlo Skoropadsky (1918)?

4. When the policy of Ukrainization was introduced?

5. How did the occupation of Soviet territory by German troops influenced on the development of Ukraine?

6. How did Stalin’s death influenced on the soviet society?

7.  Attitude to Ukrainian language in post-war period.

8. How did the processes of the middle of 1980’s affect the development of Ukrainian republic?

9. How did independence influenced on the solution of language problem in Ukraine?

10. Which kinds of problems caused scientific emigration in late 20th century?

11. Which kinds of problems caused “Orange revolution” and “Revolution of Dignity”?

Variants of compulsory task:

12. Development of Ukrainian culture in revolutionary period.

13. Social-economic and political processes in Ukraine in 1920’s-1930’s. 

14. Tragic pages of national cultural development in 1920’s –1930’s. 

15. Ukraine during World War II.

16. “Perebudova” (“perestoika”) and “glasnist’” (“glasnost”) like the processes, which encouraged the awakening of national self-consciousness in former republics of the Soviet Union.

17. Globalization and its influence on Ukraine.
18. Historical and cultural processes in Ukraine after independence.
Information:

19. Peculiarities of soviet period in Ukraine. 

20. Periods of Ukrainian cultural development in 20th century.

21. Peculiarities of soviet period in cultural development of Ukraine. 

22. Periods of Ukrainian cultural development in 20th century.

23. What was the reaction of the world community on “perebudova” and “glasnist”?

24. Globalization and challenges of the contemporary epoch.

25. Ukrainians abroad the home country. Diaspora.

Topics for synopsizes:

26. Ukraine during World War I.

27.  Ukrainian National Revolution. Central Council and its policy.

28.  Mykhailo Hrushevsky: historian and politician.

29.   Ukrainian state of Pavlo Skoropadsky.

30.  Ukrainian national movements during World War II.

31.   Khrushchev’s “Thaw” and liberalization of political and social life in the USSR.
32.  Stagnation and conservative tendencies in social-political life in the USSR in 1970’s.
33.  Culture of independent Ukraine.

34.  “Orange revolution” in Ukraine.

35.  “Revolution of Dignity” and Ukrainian way to association. 

Practical creative task:

Make a presentation to the key points of the theme.
New terms: Entente, Quadruple alliance, World War I, Provisional government, dual power, Central Council, General Secretariat, universals, civil war, Ukrainian People’s Republic, Peace of Brest, intervention, the Ukrainian State, the Directory, “war communism”, nationalization, soviet power, Warsaw Treaty, Riga Peace Treaty, new economic policy, cooperation, GOELRO plan, USSR, policy of indigenization, Ukrainization, industrialization, collectivization, culture revolution, totalitarianism, socialism, Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN), World War II, Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, fascism, Nazism, occupation regime, «New Order», ghetto, concentration camp, partisan movement,  «rail war», Ukrainian Insurgent Army, Nuremberg process, United Nations Organization (UNO), the Cold War, «Vistula» operation, deportation, destalinization, «the Thaw», liberalization, «perebudova» («perestroika»), democracy, liberalism, opposition, president, constitutional state, referendum, oligarchy, market economy, strike, «Gongadze affair», «Orange revolution», Euromaidan, «Revolution of Dignity», Anti-terroristic operation (АТО), internal migrants, Minsk agreements, Eurointegration.
Short guidelines:

Discussing the point related to the period of World War I and participation of Ukrainians in it there is a sense to pay students’ attention on the tragedy of Ukrainian people at that time. Ukrainian population was separated and had to fight in fronts of that war from both sides. It is necessary to underline that revolutionary events gave the chance for Ukrainians to unite.

Giving the answer to the point “Periodization and results of Ukrainian revolution (1917 – 1921)”, students have to pay the attention on the contradictive policy of Ukrainian governments. It would be nice to underline that the young Ukrainian state did not have enough military potential to protect its territory from enemies.  Because of that, Ukrainian lands on the European political map in 1920’s – 1930’s appeared under the influence of a big variety of powers (Bolshevik, Polish, Romanian, and Czechoslovak governments).

Period of World War II and brief characteristic of its periods is a compulsory point for the answer on this question. Plans of German commandment for annexation of different parts of the USSR. Students have to pay the attention on the partisan movement in Ukraine against occupational regime. It would be nice to generalize the material related to political results of World War II for Ukraine.

Giving the characteristic for social-economic and political development of USSR after World War II it is necessary to underline that after the liberation of Ukrainian territory social and cultural life renewed. Period of 1950’s - 1960’s was full of hopes for liberalization of social and political life. The “Thaw” of  Khrushchev helped in formation of a specific group of advanced and socially active people, who wanted to change the system. There is a sense to describe difficulties for their activity in the frames of soviet system. Students have to give the characteristic for the system crisis of soviet society in late 1970’s – early 1980’s and its effect on the development of Ukrainian republic in late 1980’s – early 1990’s, which caused the formation national-oriented movements and announcement of Ukrainian Declaration of independence. It is necessary to investigate the steps for the reformation of social-political and economic system in Ukraine in1990’s – 2000’s. Students have to formulate the causes of «Orange revolution» (2004) and «Revolution of Dignity» (2014) and make a conclusion about the results of them. There is a sense to describe a dramatic path of Ukraine in the process of European integration.
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