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Background and aims

There is a category of children with severe CNS pathology. In accordance

with the standard clinical practice accepted in Ukraine concerning the

provision of children suffering from life-limiting conditions with care,

the dying child must stay exclusively in a pediatric health care facility.

Methods

A retrospective analysis of fatal outcomes in 14 children with

malformations of CNS was carried out. The children’s age was 2 mo –

4 yrs.The medical records were analyzed by random selection.

Results

In 14 children with fatal outcomes , 88 hospital admissions were registered.

More often (41 hospital admissions) the children with fatal outcomes

required in-patient treatment due to the underlying disease, more

than the third (28, 36,8%) due to acute respiratory distress. Other (11)

causes for hospital admission were related to complications of the underlying

diseases. Three children died during their first year of life, six during

their second year of life, one child at the age of 2 years 3 months, 4

children older than 3 years. The causes of death in children with severe

disorders of CNS according to the pathology reports were following:

multiple organ failure (50%), pulmonary insufficiency (7.1%), circulatory

failure (14.2%), decompensated hydrocephalus (14.2%), brain necrosis

(7.1%), hemorrhagic stroke (7.1%). Death of all the children occurred in

children hospitals.

Conclusions

Under the conditions of absence of both action regulation and statutory

documents defining the rules for “End of Life Care”, all the children died

in health care facilities.
