Problems and prospects of adoption of medical insurance in Ukraine

Impediment factors to adoption of medical care in Ukraine
Zinchuk A.N.
assistant of the department of social medicine,

organisations and economy of the Public Health

Kharkiv National Medical University
Fundovna O.V.
4th year student of the specialty "General Medicine"

Kharkiv National Medical University
The most urgent problems for Ukraine remain adoption of compulsory medical insurance, improving the functioning of quite widespread voluntary medical insurance and ensuring their effective combination. Unfortunately now development of a modern Ukrainian insurance market is not at a high level to fully satisfy neither the insurers themselves, nor the consumers of their services - the insured. Therefore it is urgent to create a plan of adoption of medical insurance in Ukraine and to focus on problems, which may occur.
The aim of this paper is to determine the impediment factors to a realization of an adoption of compulsory medical insurance plan in Ukraine.

Factors, that should be paid attention to when inspecting the issue of Ukrainian medical insurance, include the following facts listed below.
At the moment, there is no sufficient legislative base concerning health insurance in Ukraine. Since 2011 there have been created some projects of a compulsory medical insurance law, but none of them has so far been adopted due to disagreements and presence of many inaccuracies [3].

Another problem of no small importance is a social problem.
Medical insurance does not find any support among both population and doctors, what leads to absence of a stable social base. According to a survey conducted in 2009, 72,6 % population of Ukraine receive treatment their own expense, 16,8% go in for self-treatment and 4,7% have an insurance policy [4]. Possibly such results are connected with the absence of the credibility to a potential compulsory health insurance, as well as to the entire insurance system in whole, and also with the fear of being cheated or not satisfied with received services. According to a survey conducted in 2015 not more than 10% population of Ukraine use insurance policy.

Medical insurance should provide a high-quality medical care. It requires new, modern equipment for diagnosis and treatment. At this moment in the majority of hospitals this problem has not been solved.

Also it is necessary to have effective and relatively inexpensive medicines for quality health care. Unfortunately, today, there are some difficulties in the field of pharmacology connected with financing. Taking into account the devaluation of the hryvnia in 2016, the increase of medicine cost on pharmaceutical market reached 75%-100% [5].

We should also pay attention to the lack of qualified doctors. The health care system is in need of 50% medics. 20% of working experts are pensioners, another 20% - people of preretirement age [7].

The next step that needs to be done for quality and successful adoption of medical insurance in Ukraine is considering an organizational issue. It is important to create a compulsory medical insurance structure. It requires developing and implementing common treatment standards and protocols, system of interaction of hospitals/clinics and insurance companies, common services cost prices calculation system. There is the prospect of creating a separate state fund, which also requires a certain system of standards and of course a lot of time [6].
In order to implement the introduction of compulsory health insurance plan, it is also necessary to have an information support, what in turn can strengthen a social support. At this moment, the media does not discuss specific points of question, and there are only superficial statements and judgments.

Another factor is the lack of comprehensive IT-infrastructure. It is known that in 2012 there was announced the establishment of a unified electronic health cards of Ukrainians, together with the health care reform. It should be noted that this issue is connected with ethical nuances regarding the preservation of medical confidentiality, which also require legislative regulation. The fact, that Ukraine does not have such big financial capabilities, is obvious, so we need a relatively inexpensive IT-infrastructure, which is easy to manage and adopt and excluding the human factor as much as possible. So far, unfortunately, nothing that would satisfy these criteria has been proposed.
Large price of private hospital services, with advanced technology and material resources [5]. In 2015 service prices in medical establishments rose to 25% -50%. These factors led to an increasing of the level of insurance payments and, consequently, rising of insurance services costs. The cost of insurance services, compared to last year, increased to 50% -100% [2].

Adoption of medical insurance in Ukraine requires financial support. Taking to account the latest news, namely reducing of the health care system budget to 2.5 billion hryvnia, or 5%, we can come to conclusion that at this moment Ukrainian medicine lacks funding, which complicates its development [1].
Conclusions. Thus there are no objections concerning the necessity of urgent financial ensuring system reforming in Ukraine. The main element of financing is the medical insurance sector. The development of this segment requires solving compulsory health insurance issues, ensuring a balance between compulsory and voluntary health insurance, taking into account peculiarities of the financial and economic situation of the country and the world experience.
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