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Remembering the 70th anniversary of the victory over Nazi Germany which we celebrate this year we also remember civilians who restored normal life in a previously occupied and devastated rear. This article highlights efforts of residents of Kharkiv – the biggest city of the USSR which was under the German occupation, – to restore its medical network in the first year after its final liberation in August of 1943.
Before the occupation in Kharkiv functioned 32 city hospitals with 5017 beds and 13 clinics of educational and research institutes, together – 45 hospitals with 8124 beds [1, p. 1]. During the bombing and the fighting for the city were completely destroyed 85 and partly 121 healthcare facilities [2, p. 112]. Germans robbed all medical equipment and closed the majority of hospitals in the first days of occupation.

Some physicians and lower medical staff who remained in the city risked their lives saving the wounded soldiers and officers of the Red Army like a surgeon Olexander Meshchaninov who gave false certificates of identity to Soviet prisoners of war and thus save with other physicians near 2000 of people from death in a concentration camp or from forcible transfer to Germany. Other doctors like a staff of the Kharkiv Institute for Radiology and Oncology tried to save equipment from looting. They dismantled a power station which was designed to make X-ray images. Medicines from the pharmacy they distributed among personnel of the institute [3].
Restoration of medial facilities began immediately in August of 1943 after the second liberation of the city from Nazis. By the end of spring of 1944 were spent 123 millions of rubles to restore urban utilities [4]. For a comparison a pre-war annual city budget amounted to over 193 millions. About of a quarter of the city budget in 1944 (32 millions) was planned to spend for the healthcare.

As a result of such funding after 3 months were restored 17 hospitals, 17 policlinics and 9 ambulatory clinics, 43 medical stations, 3 dispensaries, 10 sanitary stations, ambulance station, 13 children's and 14 women's consultations, 4 children’s sanatoria, 45 crèches, stations of dairy nutrition for children, 3 children's homes [5]. In spring of 1944 were opened children’s policlinic and physiotherapy hospital. Finally on January 1st of 1945 in Kharkiv functioned as many hospitals as were before the war – 32 with 4898 beds plus 22 policlinics, 80 medical stations, 15 sanatoria, 52 crèches.

In general were activated 46,7 % of pre-war amount of beds [6, p. 1]. At the same time in 1944 Kharkiv population counted 56,6 % of pre-war level what together with shortage of medical staff, bad conditions of hospitals, low nutritional standards there meant low availability of the hospital care for the residents [ibid – p. 10].

The policlinic network was restored in 1944 but the size of outpatient therapeutic care reached the prewar level only by 1949. It happened also because territorial medical districts were staffed with nurses only in half.

The public activity in a restoration of the city manifested in a mass felling of wood around the city, repair of municipal buildings including hospitals, “voluntary Sundays” – cleansing of city in holydays, participation in military loans. Townspeople on their own restored 9th hospital and many other medical facilities.

Most of those steps were organized by city authorities. The mobilizing logic of Soviet authorities who could rely in a recovery only on internal forces describes a statement of the head of the Executive Committee of the Kharkiv city Council who thought that reason for unsatisfactory rates of reconstruction was insufficient involvement of citizens into the restoration by the city and raion Councils. Following the example of Leningrad he proposed introduce specific books for each citizen where should be written results of its labor on the restoration. City authorities mobilized thousands of industrial workers and housewives to cut trees in vicinity of Kharkiv thus obtaining fuel for hospitals and schools. Using measures of criminal prosecutions, labor service of citizens and temporal mobilization of cartage transport and vehicles of enterprises, Councils of People’s Deputies in short terms liquidated sanitary consequences of the occupation cleansing streets and squares from solid wastes [7]. 3000 people of different professions including professors, students and engineers were organized by party committees of their enterprises to clean and restore symbol of the city, House of State Industry – Derzhprom. 
In conditions when construction organizations couldn’t cope with a restoration of housing and medical facilities because they have been involved in the restoration of industry authority willingly supported the initiative of residents and medical staff to restore houses and hospitals by their own. But even when initiative came from masses the common thing was an aspiration of the Communist party and Soviet bodies to activate, organize voluntary movement of citizens and make it total and compulsory. Local Soviet and Communist bodies tried to lead such initiatives of citizens, to spark a socialist competition between inhabitants of neighboring houses, streets and districts [8]. 
Sometimes townspeople who wanted to restore the hometown as soon as possible outstripped Party activists in the implementation of such mobilizing activity as it happened in the 2d city hospital. Its medical staff voluntarily in a free time for two-three additional hours a day restored infectious clinic of the hospital. The head and engineer of the hospital elaborated the plan of its restoration and organized medical staff for repair. Physicians and nurses sincerely and enthusiastically retrained as carpenters, bricklayers and roofers. Finally at the general meeting of collectives of the 2d hospital and attached enterprise Kharkiv Electromechanical Plant, medical staff decided that each employee every month must work in its spare time no less than 10 hours to restore the above-mentioned facilities [9].

The common practice was patronage of youth or housewives over wounded soldiers and officers. For example Komsomol activists voluntarily repaired hospital for them, collected and made in free time bedding, equipment for hospital, dining room and kitchen. Collecting scrap of aluminum they cast spoons. Activists-housewives created other hospital, cleansed rooms, collected among residents of their district Pavlivka necessary furniture, dinnerware, bedclothes and when hospital had opened they systematically visited and cared the wounded, gave them hand-made gifts like tobacco pouches, post-cards, flowers, food [10]. At that time the little “patron” who treated wounded with a song was also eight-year girl Lyudmila Gurchenko survived during the German occupation – in future famous Soviet actress and singer. In memoirs she recalled as regularly visited hospital in the former monastery on the Rymarska street. “I sang to them, tell them what is happening in the city, performed small errands, cheered them” [11]. Patriotic or love songs strongly impressed medical staff and patients, forced them to stop and listen: “The wounded cried, old nannies were crying”. In wards of seriously wounded “there were few beds. Especially quiet, especially clean, always there were flowers…”.

During the summer of 1944 Kharkiv medical department planned cover by recreational activities 19500 children. Instead they managed to provide the rest outside the city in sanatoria and Young pioneer camps for 24200 children. Remembering her first visit to the pioneer camp Lyudmila Gurchenko wrote: “There were no window glasses – windows were covered with bed sheets; at night we were freezing… There fed four times a day! But all the time I was hungry. The sugar we received once a day – in the morning… Life in the camp was beautiful! I ate, bathed, went to the forest, performed on stage!”.

The first year of peaceful life in the post-occupational Kharkiv was marked by the rapid restoration of its medical and educational facilities, sewerage, water and electro supply, transport, cultural enterprises, industry and housing. All those changes which happened in ruined city that experienced four battles, when war wasn't finished not in Ukraine, nor in Europe, were possible thanks to the selfless joint work of Kharkiv citizens among whom significant contribution was done by medical workers. 
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